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Qau^et fqiibiic«|iii>ulque» et apric! graffiine campi. 

HOR. 

Tojj^rsng a <ov€y, or pmearth afox^ 
In reverend fportfnmy is rtglft orthodox* 

3^3yC^Y Coufin Village, from whom I 
^ M h '^ "^^ heard for fome time, has 
w'^ttr^i '^^'y ^"^^ "*® ^" account of a Country 
"^^•^l^"* P^« 5 which I dare fay will prove 
entertaining to my town readers, who can have 
no other idea of our Clergy, than what they 
have coUedted from the fpruce and genteel 
Vol. IV. B figures. 
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. , ;'figur«r^wWch/tWy. have been ufed co contemplate 
• *' hhrh irr doQcJrif fcarfs, puddlngrfleeves, ftaccbe^ 
bands, and feather-top grizzles. It will be found 
from my Coufin's defcriptioii, that thefe reverend 
enfigns of orthodo^^y are not fo neceflary to be 
difpjayed among ruftics ; and that, when they 
. axe out of the ptJpit or furpHce, the good * palters 
may, without cenfure, put on the manners as 
well as drefs of a groom or wb^per-iq, , 

Doncq/feTj Jan. 14, 1 756, 
Dear Cousin, 

I Am juft arrived here, after having paid a 
vifit to our old acquaintance Jack" ^udfety 
who is now become the Reverend Mr, ^ickfet^ 

Redor of • parifh in the North-Riding of 

t)iis county) a living worth upwards of three 
hundred pounds per arm. As the ceremonies of 
ordination have occafioned no alteration in Jack^% 
morals or behaviour, the figure he makes in the 
church is ' fomewhat remarkable : but as there 
^e many other inpunaben^s of cotihtry Hviiigs, 
whofe clerical charafters will be found to tally 
with his, perhaps a flight fk^tch^ or, as I may 
f4y, rou^h dvauglit of him, with fome account 
of my vifit, will not be uncntertaining to your 
readers. 

Jack, 



Nmos. 7J^ connoisseur. 3 
Jack, hearing that I was in this part of the 
world, fent me a very hearty letter, informing 
me, that he had been douhle-japanned (as he 
called it) ^bout a year ago, and was the prcfenC 
incumbent of — \ where, if I would favour 
him with my company, he would give me a cup 
of the bed Torkjhire Stingo, and would engagc> 
to (hew me a noble day's fport, as he was in a 
fine open country with plenty of foxes. I rejoiced 
to hear he was fo comfortably fettled, and feCf 
out immediately for his living. When I arrived 
\vithin the gate, my ears were alarmed with 
fuch a loud chorus of No mortals on earth are 
fo jovial as we^ that 1 began to tlilftc I had rnade 
a mifiake \ but it's, clofe neighbourhood to 
the church foon convinced fne^ that this could 
be no other than the Paifonage-Houfe. On 
my entrance, my friend (whom I found in the 
midft of a room- full of fox-hunters in boots and 

bob wi^s) got up to welcome me to — , 

and embracing me, gave me the full flavour of 
his Stingo by belching in my face^ as he did me 
-the honour of faluting me» He then introduced 
me to his friends ; and placing me at the right 
hand of his own elbow-chair, aiTu red them, that 
I was a very honefl Cock^ and loved a chace of 
five and twenty miles an end as well as any of 
. ihem ; to preferve the credit of which chara6lcr, 
B 2 1 was 
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I was obliged to coo^^ly wkh an injuixSion Co 
(ofsi off a pint bun^r of Poit, with the foot of 
die tca{ dipped and (queezed into it to give a seft 
to the liquor. 

Thb whole 09conomy of yaci^s Kfe is very 
oiifferent from that qf his brethren. Inftead of 
having ^ wife and ^n boufe-fuU of cbildreo^ 
(the Qioft cpoimoc^ family of a country clergy- 
Vian) be is fingles unle^ we credit fome idle 
whifpers in the parifli^ that he is married to his 
koufekeeper. The calm amnfements of piquet^ 
chefs, and b^k-gammcn, have no cbarttis for 
Jacif who IcSms " deaseft aflion in the field," 
and boafts, that he has a brace of as good 
hunters in his. ftaUe as ever leg was laid oven 
Hunting and ^ooti^ are the only bufineis of 
bis life; fex-hoifflds and pointers lay about in 
every parlour; and he is himfelf, Kke Pifitf/^ 
always in boots. The eflimation, in which he 
holds his friends, is rated according to their 
excellence as ^rtfmen ; and to be able to make 
a good fliot, or hunt a pack of hounds well, are 
mpft recommending qjnaliues. His pavifkibners , 
often earn a ihilling and a cup- of ale at hiis 
houfe, by coming to acquaint him, that they 
have found an hare- fitting, or a fox in cover. 
One day, while I was alone with my firjend, 

the 
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the fervant came in to tell Rim, dsnt ih6 cktic 
warned to fpeak with him* He vvks ordered ih ; 
but I could not help fmiling, M^&en (inflead bf 
gtvii^ notice of a burying, diriftening, or fome 
odier church bufinefs, a^ i expie£ted) I found the 
honeft clerk came only t6 acquaint his reverend 
fuperior, that, there was i cotey of partridges, 6f 
a dozen brace at leaft, hot above three fields ftoih 
due houfe* 

Jack's elder brother. Sir fiomas J^Mp^ 
who gave him the benefice, is lord of the manor : 
fo that Jack has full power to birat up the game 
unmokfted. He goes out three times a week , 
with his brother'6 hounds, whether Sir nomas 
hunts or not ; and has befides a deputation from 
him as lord of the manor, configning the g2une 
to hii cai-e, and tmpbwerbg him to take away 
^H guns, nets^ and dogs, frbm perfon^ not duly 
qUialifidl. Jack is mofe prOud of his office, than 
ininy other tbuntry clergymeh are of bein^ in ihh 
fc^Aiihiilfibh W the peate. Poaching is, ih nis eye, 
the moft heinous crime in the two tables ; nor 
does the care of fouls appear to him half fo im- 
portaiH a dtity as the prefervatioh'of the game. 

Sunday, you may fappofe, is as dull and 

tedious to this ordained fporifman, as to any fih6 

B 3 lady 
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lady in town : not that he makes the duties of 
his function any fajtigge to him, but as this day 
IS necef&rily a day of reft from the ufual toils 
of (hooting a^d the chace. It happened, that 
the firft Sunday after I was wiih him he had en- 
gaged to take care of a church, which wa» abou(C 
twenty miles oflF, in the abfence of a neighbour- 
ing clergyman. He afkcd me to accompany 
him 5 and the more to encourage me, he afluccd 
me, that we (hould ride over as fine a champaign 
open country as any in the North. Accordingly 
I was rouzed by him in the morning before day-» 
break by a loud hallooing of bark to Alerrtman^ 
and the repeated fmacks of his half- hunter; and 
after we hgd fortified our ftomachs wiih fevetal 
flices of bimg beif and a horn or two of Stingo^ 
we fallied forth. Jaak was mounted upon an 
hunter^ which he alTured me was never yet 
thrown out: and as we rode along, he could 
not help lamenting, that fo fine a Jfofi morning 
Should be thrown away upon a Sunday ; at the 
fame time remarking,, that the dogs might run 
breaft high. 

Though we made the beft of our way over 
hedge and ditch, and took every thing, we were 
often delayed by trying if we could priqk a hare, 
or by leaving the road to examine a piece of 

covers 
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jcqv^; Sw^ he frequently made me ftbp/ whH« 
^(kHiMied outjthe.particolair courie dizt RiyikarJ 
took^ Of the fpdCiwheDc.ihe had jtaferflK^J Ai: 
JCOg^iwe arrifed.on fulL^aHdp ilt:tbe JchaWi^ 
;^Qr< we /ipund th€ ,congie^iicin.^waitiBg fbr 
us > but as y^fi^^ h$d nothing to do buH to alight, 
pull hia band out of the fermonicaie, give his 
brovi'^ fcratch.bob j^ih^kc^ »nd dokp^xmtbks.fuj^ 
plice, he was prefently equipped for the fcrvice. 
||L ibptt, he behaved l^tnafclf bojh.ip the j^eflc 
a^d pulpit, to the. entire fatisfadlion of all ^^^ 
jl^arifh as well as the. Tquire of it j who, Jtfti^ 
thanking Jaci for Jjis , excellent difcourfe^ . very 
jcordially took us home to dinner with hini* ^j 

....'-:: ."'. ■ ' r . ... . !, .>. ■ '. ') 
r « H A L L not ^trouble you with itn aecdwit 
«f .our entertauitmenl at the fquire's«;^ who, be^g 
faimfelf as keen a'fpdrtfaian.asi.ei«er followed la 
pack of dogs, was hugely delighted with .Judkh 
converfation. Church and Kin^, and another par- 
ticular toaft, {in GOinpiiment, I fuppofe, t<^^ my- 
friend's clerical charadJer) ,were the flrft A-ank 
after dinner ; but thefe were diredly followed 
by a pint bumper to Horfes founds Dogs healthy^ 
Earths Jiopt^ and Foxes plenty. When we had 
run over again, with great joy and vociferation, 
as many chaces as the time would permit, the 
bell called us to evening prayers j after which, 
B 4 though 
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ihofigh t}it 'fspxitt would fain have k^i ii% ftity 
md t^e liti bunt with bim, ^e mdoMdliCNir 
kforki at tbe ^drch door, and nkle boiii^ ish<iht 
4krk ;. bediufe Jaci had enga^ v» nxret (dfttA 
•of bis brother IpoTtfmen, wh6 wdre M to>^ 
i)ight at his oWn boufe^ t6 be in readtn^fs; ttt 
Hiialoe up fbr tbe lof^ of Sundajr^ by g^irig lotit 
•a dock-AoockJg very early tbe imtkt Ymtniii^ 

i ku*T Ifeiye ft td yoti, €6unh,;\6 khaft^ 
*hat rdleatont you jj^fciiift tih (t\W ^Utij^h. 
ehly cAftrrii^, tfidt' die WifAtry ^art fcWiMb 
ttKihy fiiftincts drthi?fe drd^fhed fpdrtibierl, #h6t^ 
thoughts att *oW tacfcn op "«vrith lA^ IbM* «r 
the dog'kennel than tbe church: and, indeed, 
:}t wiH be f^miy that <mr frieftd Taftfiwdl all 
>f hia ftamp are ridded by their pariflrioneb, 
n6t as Pitfontof thePaH&v ^^ nt^ as^S^uii^ 
biOtdete* 

t^oH dear Coufio^ yourst &C4 
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Nvi^B.CVI. rmflkf^ Pifbrtiar^s^ 1756. 



-:-—-— — Non.hiee folemiU rit>b^ 
Vana fupeHtiti6» veterdnwt tgnara Ideohim^ 
Impofuit. Ssvis^ hbfpes Tro^ahei pin4cl& 
Servati facttnus. — «— • Virc^ 

Thefefokmn rites nor fuperftition vahty 
Nor fears /rom bUnder ignorance ordain : 
Sai/dfrom thejhock^ from dangers yet unknown j 
His mercy we tmpbre^ whji p&(v*r iue cMi, 

IT h ndt cafy for fhfe mind of hian to i^cm'er 
itfetf ftxmi afty cxtraordmary pahic, which 
has once fetzed it : for which reafbh \^e cahhot 
be furprifed, that many weH-mbanin^ people, 
who have not yet fliakeh off thi^ apprehbhlibns 
ocarfibned by the late direadrdi earthquakes, 
flk>iild be led to ednjtir^ up neW teh-ors, ini 
alarm thcmfdves with imi^nary dihgcrs. Their 
fears interprijt every cbihfaiori irtciHent, aiid ieveii 
the change of Weather^ i^ fighs bf approaching 
deftrudion : if the day bfe caltii and ferenrf, fucH 
(they fayj is the uRial forerunner of a {hock ; 
or, if the night prove teitipeftuous, they can 
hardly perfuade thcthfclves, that it is only the 
wind> , which rocks their houife. With . this 
B 5 prppenfity 
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penfity to entertain any unreafonable dread 
^bout future events, it is no wonder, that weak 
minds (hould be worked upon by little dabblers 
in philofophy, who, having gleaned a few barren 
icraps from the Magazines, prefume even to 
foretell the diflblution of the world by the Cometh, 
which is txpeOxid to appear in 1758. Swtft^ iu 
his Vcjjiag£ to Laputa^ has a pafiage fo very appofite 
to thefe idle pretenders to fcience, that Khali beg 
leave to tranfcribe it. 

" These peo(Je^ fays he^ are under con** 
*< tinual diiquietude^, never enjoying a minute's 
•* peace of mind j and their difturbances proceed 
" from caufes, which very little afFc<a the reft 
** of mortals. Their apprehenfions arife from 
" feveral changes they dread in the. celeftial 
*' bodies^ For inftance, that the earth, by the 
** continual approaches of the fun tpwards it> 
** muft in courfe of time be abforbed, or 
" fwallowed up. That the face of the fun wUl 
*' by degrees be encrufted with it's own effluvia, 
** and give no more light to the world. That 
*< the earth? very narrowJy efcapcd a bcufh from 
" the laft comet, which would have infallibly 
•* reduced it to aflies ; and that the next, which 
•* they have calculated for one and thirty years 
*« hence, will probably deftroy us. For, if ia 

<*- it's. 
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" it's perihelion' it (houlij approach witljin s 
" certain degree of the fun, (as by theic calcuf 
** latipns they have reafons to dread) it will 
^^ receive a degree of beat ten thoufand times 
" nacre intenfe than that of red-hot glowing 
*' iron ; and, in it's abfence from the fun, carry 
*^ a blazing tail ten hundred thoufand and four* 
** teen miles long ;: through which af the earth 
** (hould paf3 at the diftance of oric hundred 
** thoufand miles from i\\t rmcUus^ or main 
** body of the comet, it muft in it's "paflage b^ 
•' fet on fire, and reduced to aflics. That tb^ 
•* fun, daily fpending ir*s rays without any i^tn- 
« ment to fupply th^hi,: wtll-'at laft be wholtjr 
** confumed and annihilated; which nnift be 
" attended with the deftrudiion of ^is *earth> 
^ and of all the planets that receive their light 
** from it- 

" They* arc fa perpetually alarrtied wiih the 
** apprehenfions of thcfe and the lifce impending 
** danger?, that they can neither fleep quietly iit 
** their bed:, nor have any reliih for the com* 
** mon pleafures or amufemcnts of life. When 
** they meet an acquaintance in the morning, 
** the firft queftion is about the fun's healthy 
•* how he looked at his fetting and rifing, and 
'** what hopes they have 16' avoid the firoke of 
B 6 ' aa 
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*« ah a{)ph5iichhig comet. This c6i^criilidh 
*« they ztt ai)t m i-uti iiito ^Wi the firtric tctot)er, 
« Ihait bbys aifcbv^i- to hear terKbfc ftotfes of 
« (pirits and hbbgobliite, whfch they grrtdiljr 
<< liftte to, ahd dai-e hot go td bed ftit fdit.^ 

Let Uft, , however, banifh from our thoughit 
all fueh vain notions, and let us fortify our 
tiiinds with a true fenfe of reUgion, which will 
tcjacb us to rely on the protection of that 
ptovidence, which has hitherto preferved us. 
It is with great pleafure ^at I remark the 
«nampioiis concurrence of almoft all' ranks of 
people, in allowing the propriety of the prefent 
folemn Faft, as a neceflary z€t of humiliation, 
to avert the wrath and vengeance of heaven, 
and call down it's mercies upon us. It is 
true, indeed, that no perfons do more prejudice 
t6 die caufe of religion, than they who cloud 
it's gemune chearfulnefs widi the gloom of 
fuperftition, and are apt to confider every com^ 
mon accident that befalls us, as a judgment* 
They cloath religion in the moft terrifying 
habit, and (as it were] drefs it up in all the 
horrors of the Inquifition. Thefe people are 
much to be pitied ^ and it is to be wifbed, that 
their miftakei^ piety could be better regulated* 
But there is another fet of men of a different 

turn. 



turn, Rioi« n^niemuS) aad much more dan- 
gerous to the CDrnmunity^ who treat every wEt 
of religion as a jeft^ ar^ bold it's moil facitd 
Drdiilanees in conten^>t. Set forms and ctre« 
momes, thoi^h they have no eSential virtuQ 
ii^ Aemfdvea, are. yet tiidi(peo(tbly « requifile t6 
keep alive, in. us a quick fenfe of our duty. It 
inuft be allowed^ indeed^ that if a man cchild 
eonftadtly em^^ldy his mmd in hbly meditsitkms} 
exereife his virtues, and believe the niyfterieis 
of bitir religion, he wbuM be a true CltfiftRUii 
though lie never complied kith any outiir^ 
forms^ or repeated fo nilich as a fingle pnlyen 
But it is mantfeft (torn experience, that thofe 
who negle&.the ordinances, negledl alfo th^ 
dutiea of a €hriftian ;. arid the leaft reflei^ion on 
the human mihd will convince us, that fome 
extemied rites ut neceffiiry to fettle the wander* 
if^ ideiSj and to dk the att^ntbn on it's proper 
ofajed. The fehfcnl repetition bf a prayer in«i 
fpires us with love and gratitude tcfwards the 
J} E I T Y, ^nd kindles &^ (f^k$ of devotion 
within us : and it is eafy to conceive, that^ if 
the celebration of public worfliip was neglefied 
among us only for one year^ it would be a more 
fatal blow to religion than all the. weak attacks 
•f infidels and free-thinkers. 

But 



6ut though forms may be fakl to coihpofe 
the body, a good life ii the foul of rel^biH 
without which the reft is but a dead mafs. The 
moft rigid compliance with every ordinance of 
th^ church, if it has no influence on our condu£^, 
h rather a folemn mockery, than an atonement 
for our offences : as they, who receive the bread 
and wine without a iirm refolution to lead a 
new life, are faid to eat and drink their own 
damnation. Wherefore, a flrift obfervance of 
this or that particular day is n«)t a fufficient 
difchxi^e of our duty, except it ierve to rouze 
as from the lethargy of filn, to awaken* in us a 
defire of becoming worthy the protedion of the 
AX.MIOHTY, by aoimating our faith, amending 
our Uves» and working in us a repentance of our 
tranigpeffionf.. Thus the Lord's Day isnot mere- 
ly ict apart for devotbn, litoth an ualimited /licence 
to wtckednefs aH the rc& of the week y but ouv 
being particulariy exercifed m sl&s of piety for one 
day, is <falculated to: ftrengthen our^«virtue, and 
give a tindture of religion to o^r whole conduct 
through the other fix- 

' On' the prefent folemn occafion, I doubt not 
but every perfuiafive, tending to liiake this tem- 
porary Faft a lading benefit, will be urged by 
the Clergy : I {hall therefore content myfelf with 

touching. 
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touching on Tome laxities in the ufual fpanner 
of keeping a Faft j which, though they are not 
cf fufficient dignity to be uken notice of from 
the pulpit, fbould yet be pointed out, as the 
violation of the Faft in thefe particulars is almpft 
univerfal. 

The very name of a Faft hnplies a day 
of abftinence, of mortification and felf- denial : 
which has always been enjoined as a neceffary 
means of fubdumg irregular defires, and fitting 
m for holy meditations. For this reafon, in 
former day^, when people of quality rofe earlief 
than even mechanics now open their fhops^ 
when the cburt itfelf dined at eleven, that meal 
was deferred 'till four o'clock, in compliance with 
this religious exercife, which was in thofe times 
a real abftinence, a true piece of mortificjTtiort 
and felf-defflal. But if the obfcivance of a Faft 
confifts in not dining till four o'clock, our per-* 
fons of faOiion may be faid ta faft every day 
of their lives. In truth, the feveral hours of the 
day are adapted to fuch very different empk^« 
ments to what they were formerly, that our 
folir o^Clock fiands iii the plaCe of their elevai : 
and nothing can be more abfurd, (to ^fenoi 
barfller term) than to adhere to the form in 
ihe performance of a leligious a£l, ~ when bf 

tie 
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i/bt ak^hiibn bfcirctimftances tlhii ferm flatly coh* 
tnidi£b the rery meaning of it*s original inftitu- 
tion. I #ottld alfo aflc thaft rigid devotees^ wh6 
6bferve this day in all ttic {hi6befs of the Ictterj 
it)A would be (hocted at the ftght of a leg of mut- 
ton or bcef-fteak on their tables, whcthicr thid 
dining upon fait or other fifli may not be confider- 
ed rather as feafting than fading, if (as is often 
tile cafe) it fhould happen to be a diih they are 
remarkably fond of. All thefe methods of k^* 
ing a Faft without abftinen<cei mbrtificationj or 
ielf-deniid) are mere quibbles to evade the per- 
fonnwice of our duty, and entirely frufhate th^ 
defigfl of appointing this folemnity. There is fome- 
thing of this nature very cotiimonly pradifed in 
FraMct I where there are many families who keq) 
die whole Lent with great AriAnefs, but the laft 
night of it invite a great deal of company to fup* 
per. The moment the clock ftrikes twelve, a 
magnificent entertainment, confiding of all ibrts 
of rich fare, is ferved up, and thefe moft Chriftian 
dciiauchees fit down tb indulge in luxury^ without 
fimrfng againft the Canoti. 

I CANHot conclude without ah earned wifli, 
diat the obfenrati(»n of the prefent Fad mkf 
awaken in uis a ferious attention to our duty here- 
aA^ ; tiiat We may not (cem to have bardy com«» 

) plied 



j[>Iied with a ftated form^ or to have been afieded 
with- the^ortrUyed piety of a fii^le day* A» to 
th o f c , who r e quire ce nftan t ly to he fiightene d 
into, their duty, I will for once venture to com- 
tfiettce pro^hfet': land Tet Oiiin be affured tfiat riJijr 
predi^Hons will infallibly come to.pafs. There is 
a danger -ihore certain than an Earthquake or a 
Comet, which will ihevTtably over^elth us ; a 
danger, from whieh^e^nnoC po^bly guard our- 
felves, and which perhaps is even now at our doors. 
This danger I taniidt'bettei; iet. ibrth, th^nln the 
jJarmihg words of n c^bratad FrSftub preacher. 
^^ I khd^ t ihaii, {and I will folnt him out pit- 
** ibntly) :wli6 is ndw in jbis ^hwch |. a main hi 
^ perfetft heidth I a maaift thefloHWolhkAge/: 
<< and yet t^ man^ perba^ bi^cyre •n^t .S<indaj% 
<< perha^ fiy to«Jniocto«% will b<^ in hit' gbtvq. 
«< This diBt), my ^dcar bitthrmu i^ Myfelf wb« 
« fpcak ta yod^ it is X^ii wie hdar toe," 

O 
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Pcdunt grammJUici-yiiKimtur rhctores, .—- J.UY» 

'Ful^nth^inii^of''E{^c]ii.i^ipis^iim^f ^' , ■ 
And petrify a gmui ta a dunce. ?9^^f 

To Mr. yr on^H. ^- ; 

$ I R, ^ ^^ C&Jkge, Camhridge^ Jan. 30, 1 7^4. 

1HaV£ juft noW) with near an hundred more^ 
taken the iirft degree which this Univcrritjr 
tonfert on her fons j and begin to confidet 
.'within myfelf, 'in what manner we l»ve fpeht 
Kmr time for thefe four yeanrs paft, and whdt 
profit w^>are likely to receive hereafter from x>iit 
%tademtcal fittdies...'But' upon retrofpedion I fiiid 
that) infiead cf haYuig laid up a (lore of learning 
which might have been of fervice to us in our 
future connedions and intercourfe with mankind, 
we have been confounding our heads wiih a 
mifcellaneous heap of nonfenfe, which mod of 
us, I am certain, are endeavouring to unlearn 
as faft as we pof&bly can : inftead of having 
acquired fuch a fliare of common fenfr, as might 
have been of fervice to ourfelves and acquaint* 
auce, we muft entirely fell off our old flock, 
'* ' and 
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begin the world of literature ahcw. Thy* i^flei- 
tion cannot be very pleafant td^ thofe, wha,'I 
muft fay, have iquandercd away fo very {)reciotts 
a time of life ; a time of life^ when, thoifgh 
judgment perhaps is not come to maturity, yet 
imagination and invention, thofe noble ofFsprings 
of a promifuig mind, are in the very fiower aAd 
bloom of pecfedion; 

This feat of learning, for it undoujjtedly de- 
ferves that name, has drawn and kept ti» 
together for fome years : our manners, conver- 
fation, and (ludies bear a great fimilitude \ bt:t 
now either chance or choice is going to difperfe 
us over the whole kingdom \ and our places 
of abode will fcarce be more widely different, 
than our fchem^ of Kfe; Notwithftaiiding this, 
the fame plan of ftudy has been impofed on all : 
whether agreeable or contrary to the bent of 
inclinatbn, has never been regarded. MaAc- 
maties is the ftandard, to which all merit Is 
referred y and aU other excellencies, witliotit 
thefe, are (fjuitc Qverlooked and rieglefled : the 
folid learning iof Greece and Rome is a trifiing 
acquifition ; and much more fa> every polite 
accomplifhment : in (bort, if you will not get 
all Euclid and his diagrams by heart, and poi^ 
^^^x SaunderfoH \\\\ you are as blind as he was 

himfelfj^ 
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btmfe}^ thty.wiU fty of ybn^ 'as in the motto 
to one of your late papers^ a^Om e/l ! ilicet f 
pirjftil *tif dU over with you! you are ruined! 
umdme! Not that I wouM depreciate this kind 
of learning V it is certainly a moft noble idehce,^ 
and refleds the greateft bonotrr on human witi 
. and invention : all that I complain of| is &e 
unrealbnable ftrefs that is laid upon it ; hay^ 
even the moft abftnife parts of it: which b ftill* 
more abfurd, as there are fo very few heads able. 
to ^rceive and retain the nice chain of reaibning 
and dedudion, which muft necefiarily be made 
ufe of; and as a fmall number of mathematical 
geniufes would be fufficieot.for the (ervke of his- 
Kf^efty's dominions. 

I T A K B it (or grahfed, that jrbur frgaoltf 
Kas^ by this dine difcovtred, that you have bete 
addrefled by a young man, Whofe tuo over-- 
wbniifag cbriceit of himfdf has perhtfj^ {mtkic^ 
hith to Afiagin^, that ibe Uiiiv^fity has Mt 
Efficiently rewarded his defers : if fo, you af^ 
not delceii^ed. Bat dtovi^h this d^ppoinM^At 
may at pnsfentllt k little uiieikfy IrpM me^.y6t 
I think I tan forelee, that it Will bi; the moft 
fortunate mortificitieh that cobld poffibly hate 
befellen tat. For, to thb firil place, ii has 
foffidbntl^ libdted that iq^t pride^ Wlueh Ititrfl 

young 
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young men are apt to take in their own abilities ; 
than which nodiifng can be more Irkfome tp 
all their acquaintance, or a greater impediment 
to their own real improvement. A pert fcholar, 
whenever he enters a room of company, im- 
mediately aiTumes a fuperiority in difcourfe, a^id 
thinks himfelf obliged to correct; all improprieties 
in thought or expreflion. You muft '' fpcak by 
**. the card," ^s Hamlet fays, or expefl the cen* 
liire of this fuperficial coxcomb. If, according 
to the common form of fpeech, you fay, that 
there is either heat in fire, or coldnefe in ice, he 
will inform you, that you deliver yourfelf very 
inaqcurately, its Mr. Lgfke has fuUy deinonftrat^ ; 
he will tell you, yoq caxuiot prove, that two a^d 
two make four, or that you are alive yourfelf. 
Thefe, and a thoufand other obfervations equally 
impertinent, he is continually making, to the no 
fmall uneafinefs and perplexity of the ladies and 
honeft country gentlemen. 

What is ftUl a ^r^ater nBii$fortune., is, tb^ 
a van of thb cafl is never likely (o kn,ow a^y 
better : for, having raided together ^ fi^w meta-* 
phyfical diftin^ions and fchoWlic r^fipemeats^ 
he thinks he has laid u^ a fufficient fund of 
kriowledge for his whole life: he defpifes all 
common fenfe (which is the beft fenfe) through 

an 
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an ambitbn of appearing particular : and as for 
the advice or opinion of others, thofe he thinks 
himfelf indifpenfibly bound to difr^gard ; ioaf- 
much as fuch fubmifHon implies fome infertority, 
which he would by no noeans be thought to 
labour under. Such a difpofition as this I take 
to be the fure and infallible token of confirmed 
ignorance : a melancholy inftancc of the depra- 
vity of human nature, that the lefs we know, 
the more we prefume ; and the fewer advances 
we have tnade towards true knowledge, the 
lefs occafion we think we have of any further 
improvement. 

I N the fecond place, if I may be allowed to 
judge of what I cannot poflibly have experienced, 
I take it to be the greateft benefit to ^ young 
perfon to meet with early difappointments in 
life : for fooher or later every one muft have his 
fhare of them ; and the fooner we meet with 
fome of them the better. By thi^ means the 
mind is eafily made familiar with crofies and 
vexations, and is not thrown off it's balance by 
every thwarting and wayward accident : by this 
means we fubmit to ills and troubles, as the 
neceffary attendants on mankind ; as on a rainy 
(lay we make ourfdves quiet and contented, 
but hope for funfhine on the morrow. And, 

indeed, 
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iadc^, thcne fcctois toribe>« tktong aaakgyrbc- 
tween the iaclemencf: pf, the .wca^p. attacking 
our bodies, and the ftorm of affli^ioMsl ^iivhlch 
batter our minds. The raio will beat, and the 
wind will roar, Ut uh tilTe our utmoft endeavours 
to the contrary ; but by inuring our perfons to 
the viciffitudcs of the ftafons, and ufing other 
proper methods, we (hall feci no very fcnfible 
inconveiliehce frora them; ' :Jir iilic. maon^r) %H 
our ikiil and art caonot prevent x>r elude the rruis 
and difafters to :which lie a^e , liable : . but if by 
d^reesy ^ early in life^ we are hardened ^nd 
.accuftomed to them, and if. by the help of 
irafon and found phiiofophy Twe aim and fortify 
ourfelves; againftKthem, they may ftili.p^rh^p9 
reach us, . bjit jthcir ibatks .will ! be .qUi^ .wpak 
. and languid; and we fnay fay of the? darlft of 
Fortune, as Firgil .fays of Prkm^ ^h^xi h^ 
hurled a javelin at Py^nb^s^ > j 

— — .4-^ .^ TcJum imbclli fine \8tM 

t Cohjccitr — »^.*-— ^— 4.«— » .. ; .1 

Short of it*s aim J and impotent, to woundj 
^he feeble S^fi fol^^ hurjUfs ^ the ground. 

Thus you fee, Mn TiwN, that out of a 
fecming evil, I have difcovered a real good : and 
I am certain, if tiiis mediod cf ieafoning could 

be 
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be made uaiverfiil, we fliould find much fever 
fQuioMirers agaiaft tfae.prefimt diflfibuiioA and 
ttrderx>f things. i : r^ 

.. ^ laqti,^ 3ir, yovir's, ^c, 

B. Ai 

Mr. T o w Ny 

I Am fo gi^eat an kdmiror :of the &ir fex^ that 
I hevcr let a tittle qf tbeir vimdible writings 
efcape me. I bought this yearthe Ladfs Diioj^ 
merely becaufe it was advcrdied as the Wsnum^s 
Almmack^ which I conftnied, the Almanack 
oonopofed by « Woman ; but I find I have been 
miftakta in d|y fiippofition. It is Aot the work 
of a fem^. The Cbrtftian name of the author^ 
I have rtfaibn to bejieve, \% MarmaM^ ; iinkft 
1 mifunderflood a nioft curious copy of verfe^ 
defcribing a moft (^perb cntertaiiunent , of filSi, 
flefii, pies, and tarts, exhibited upon New Year's 
Day 1755* His Sirnaiiie remaina as great an 
aenigma as any^ ivk his book* < His (ctadjutors, 
contributors, or affiflants, are Meffieurs IVdter 
Treftj Timothj Nahb^ Patrick Ocavannabj John 
Htmejy Henry Siafen^ and others. I honour 
thefe gentlemen, and their works : but I own 
my chief delight is reading over the Riddles 
anct Unriddles^ the Qjieftion$ and the Anfwerji 

•f 
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©f Mifs Sally Wejl, Caliai Mifs Nancy Evelyn^ ■ 
Mifs E. S. Mifs Mlnfofiy Emra, ajid othei^ 
choice little feminine fpirits of the age. Riddles 
arc fo becoming, and appear fo pretty, when 
dandled about by ladies, that they may be com- 
pared to foft, fmooth, painted, waxen babies, 
drefled up in a proper manner for Miffes to play 
with, from eighteen to fourfcore. But above all, 
I muft take this opportunity of congratulating 
dear Mifs Fanny Harris^ who, I find, " has 
** giv^n an elegant Solution to a Prize Problem^ 
^^ by a Fluxionary Calculus founded on the Pro- 
** perties of Tangents^^ and by that means has 
run away with no lefs than twelve Diaries for 
this important yea^r 1756. As this young lady 
is juflly called " the honour^of her fex," and 
^eals entirely in the Properties of Tangents, 
1 fear flie will never defcend fo low as Riddkme 
Riddlemeree j and therefore I muft humbly offer, 
by the vehicle of your paper, Mr. Town, a 
fmall Riddle, invented with much pains and 
thought by myfelf,* to the folution of thofe 
three ingenious Spinft^rs, Mifs Polly Walker^ 
Mifs Grace Tetlow^ and Mifs Ann Ritkaby^ to 
appear in the Lady's Diary of 1757? and to 
receive upon appearance, as a piemium, one 
complet fet' of the Connoisseur in Pocket 
Volumes, to be the property of one ' or mere 
Vol. IV. C of 



26 Tifo CONNOISSEUR- Nmo8: 
of thefe three ladies, who IhaU explain my 

Fin and fVater mix*d together ^ 
Add to this fome Sak and Tin^ 

Tell me. Ladies^ tell me whether 
In this Mixture there is Sin? 

The Solution itfelf, if not truly explained by 
the Three Graces^ to whom I now addrcfs it, 
fhall appear, by your permiiEon, in the firft 
CoKNOiss£UR after next New Year's Day, 

I am, Sir, your humble fervant, 

Michael Krawbidge. 

■ ■■■-- -t-*^ 1.^.. t^ ■ ^ ^ ^ 

Numb. GVIII. 1 her/day^ February 19, 1756,^ 

Tcr centum totiat aft Dcos, Erebtowjuc, Chaofque, 
Tergeminamque Hecaten, tria Virginis ora Dismac. 

Vl R G. 

^ire execYHtimi f^Ut yaur ears fitfnnder^ 

^Deat^I etnd Dvntfiatim ! Furies! Blood ! ^ndThiatderl 

AS there ar^ fofr.e vices, w-bich the vulgar 
hav^e |)ref«med to copy from the great; 
fo there are others, which the ^reat have con- 
dcfcendcd to borrow from the vulgar. Among 

thefe 
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thefe I cannot but fet down the fhocking pra<Sttce 
of Curling and Swe^rw^ : a praflice, which 
(to fay 'nothing at prefent of it's impiety and 
profanenefe) is low and indelicate, and placet 
the man of quality on the fanae level with the 
chairman at his door. A gentleman would 
forfeit all pretenfions to that title, who ihould 
chufe to embellilh his difcourfe with the oratory 
of BiUingfgatey and converfe in the fiyle of ^an 
oyfter-woman : but it i$ accounted no difgracc 
to him, to ufe tfie fame coarfe expreffions of 
Gurfing and Swearing with the meancft of the 
mob- For my own part, I cannot fee the 
difference between a By Gad or a Gad dem-im 
ijiinced and foftened by a genteel pronunciation 
from well-bred lips, and the fame expreffion 
bluntly Wted out from the broad mouth of a 
porter or hackney •coacbntan . 

I SHALL purpofely wave making any refledioni 
on the impiety of this practice, as I am fatisfied 
diey would have but little weight either with 
the beau-mofide or the <anailli. The Swearer of 
either ftation devotes himfeJf piece-meal, as it 
were, to deftruSion ; pours out anathemas againft 
his- eyes, his heart, his foul, and every part of 
his body ; nor does he fcruple to extend the fanic 
good wiflies to the limbs and joints of his friends 
C 2 , anJ 
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and acquaintance. This they both do with the 
fame fsarlefs unconcern ; but with this only 
difference, that the Gentleman- Swearer damns 
himself and others with the greateft civility and 
good-breeding imaginable. 

My pred^ceffor, the Tatler, gives us an 
account of a certain humourift, who got together 
a party of noted Swearers to dinner with him, 
and ordered their difcourfe to be taken down in 
fhort-hand ; which being afterwards repeated to 
them, they were extremely ftartled and furprized 
at their own common talk. A dialogue of this 
nature would be no improper fupplement to 
S w 1 F t's Polite Converfation^ though, indeed, 
it would appear too (hocking to be fet down 
in print. But I cannot help wilhing, that ic 
Were poffible to draw out a catalogue of the 
faftiionable Oaths and Curfes in prefent ufe at 
JrthurSj or any other polite affembly : by which 
means the^ company themfelves would be led 
to imagine, that their converfation had been 
carried on between the loweft of the mob; and 
they would blufti to find, that they had gleaned 
their choiceft phrafes from lajKS and alleys, and 
enriched their difcourfe with the elegant dialect 
of JVapping and Broad Su Giles* s. 
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The legiflature has, indceJ, provided againffi 
this offence, by affixing a penalty on every 
delinquent, according to his ilation : but this 
law, like thofe make againft gaming, is of* no 
effed ; while the genteeler fort of Swearers pour 
forth the fame execrations at the Hazard-table 
or in the Tennis-court, which the more ordi- 
nary gamcfters repeat, with the fame impunity, 
over the Shuffle-board or in the Skittle-alley. 
Indeed, were this law to be rigoroufly put in 
execution, there would appear to be little or no 
proportion in the punifhment : fince the gentle- 
man would efcape by depofiting his crown 5 
while the poor wretch, who cannot raife a 
Ibilling, muft be clapped in fhe Stocks, or fenC 
to Bridewell, But as the ofFence is exaflly the 
fame, I would alfo have no diilin£tion made in 
the treatment of the offenders : and it would be 
a mofl ridiculous but a due mortification to a 
roan of quality, to be obliged to thrufl is leg 
through the fame Stocks witb a carman or a 
coal-heaver ; fince the firfl degraded himfelf, and 
qualified himfelf for their compaay, by talking in 
the fame mean dialeft. 



I AM aware, that it will be pleaded in excufe 

for this pradlice, that Oaths and Curfes are 

intended only ad mere expletives, which ferve 

C 3 to 
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U> round a period, dnd ght a grace and Tpirit 
to converfation. But there are fiiU fome old^ 
fafhi<Mied creatures, Who adhere to their common 
acceptation, and cannot help thinking it a verj 
fcrious matter, that a man fhould devote his 
body to the Devil, or call down damnation oil 
his foul. Nay, the Swearer hiraftlf, like the 
Old Man in the fable, calling upon Death, would 
be exceeding loth to be; taken &t his word ; and^ 
while he wifhes deftrudion to every part of hit 
body, would be highly concerned to have a iimb 
rot away, his nofe fall off, or an eye drop out of 
the focket. It would, therefb», be ftdvlfVabte 16 
fuWKtttte fome other terms t^Miy \mmcm¥tigj 
«nd at the fame time remote from Ibevulgw 
Curfing and Swearing* 

It is recorded to the honour of tlie femouis 
Dean Sttmh^^ that in his younger days, when 
he was dwplain to a regiment, he redafened 
the officers, whfr virere much addifted to this 
vulgar pradice, by the fblfowing method df 
reproof. One evening, as they were all in 
company together, after they had been very 
eloquent in this kind of rhetoric fo natural to 
the gentlemen of the army^ the worthy Dean 
took occtifion to tell a ftory in his turn; in 
Which he ffequentfy repeatted the words hftle 

and 
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and ghfs^i inftead of the ufual expletives of God^ 
Devily ^nd Damn^ which he did not think quite 
fo becoming for one of his cloth to make fr^e 
with. I would recommend it to our people of 
fafhion to make ufe of the like timocenl: phrafea* 
vfhenever they are obliged to have recourfe to 
thefe fubftitutes for thought and expreffion,^ 
** BottU and glafs'* might be introduced with 
gfeat energy in the tabie-t^ at the King*s Atim 
or St, AlbarCs taverns. The gamefter might hjc 
indulged, without offence, in fwearing by the 
" Knavi of Clubs;' or the Curfe of Scotland-;* 
or he might with fome propriety, retain the ol(l 
execration of the " Deuce take it,'" The beau 
ihould be allowed ** to fwear by his gracious 
" felf, which is the god of his idohtry :" and 
the common expletives (hould confift only of 
" upon my word," and ** upon my honour j'* 
which terms, whatever fenfe they might formerly 
bear, are at prefent undejftoocl only as words of 
courfe without meaning. 



O. 
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Numb. CIX. Thurfday^ February 26, I'j ^6. 



Interdum vulgus rectum vld^t ; eft, ubi pcccat. 

Hon. 

IVhat ev*ry body fayt^ ts^ of tin true j 
But very often 'tis a falfehood too^ 

THE world is indebted to that ingenious 
inquirer after truth, the famous S\r Thomas 
JBrowrtj for an excellent treatife, in which he 
has refuted feveral idle and ridiculous opinions, 
that prevailed in his time; to which work he 
has very propeily given the title of VutdAR 
Errors. Among others, of no lefs importance, 
he has taken great pains to explode the common 
notion, that a witch can make a voyage to the 
Eafl'Ind'iei in an cgg-flieli, or take a journey of 
two or thVee hundred miles acrofs die country 
on a broom-ftick : an aflertion, maintained by 
that wife monarch, King fatrus the Firft, who 
even condefcended to commence author mfup- 
port of it. He has alfo refuted ihe generally 
received opinion, that the Devil is black, has 
horns upon his head, wears a long curling tail, 
and a cloven (lump ; nay, has even' denied, that 
wherelbever he goes^ h^ always leaves a fmell 

of 
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of brimftone behind him ; and has no left 
ferioufly endeavoured to (hew the abfurdity of 
the fuppofition, that Adam zn^ Eve were born 
into the world without naveb. But all thefc 
niiftaken notions, though they might poffibly 
obtain belief in former times of fuperftition and- 
ignorance, could never have been countenanced 
in this more enlightened age,. So far from 
acknowledging the power of witchcraft,- we even 
doubt the exiftence of the V^'\tc\i of Endar : that 
iUuftrious perfonage the Devil is only looked upon 
as a mer& bugbear j and the lowed mechanics 
have been taught at the Robin Hood Society, 
that the whole account of our firft parents 
is nothing but a fiftioa and an old woman!*^ 
fiory^ 

Since the days of Sir Thomas Brown fuch 
ffrange revolutions have happened among us> 
in the arts and fcienccs, in religion, in politics^ 
and in common life, that I cannot but; think, 
a work, intended as a fupplement to the above- 
mentioned treatife of Vulgar Errors, wpuld 
be highly acceptable to the public; fince it is 
notorious, that "many tenet^ which were then 
thought indifputable truths among all ranks of 
people, are now proved to be erroneous, and 
are only credited by the uniformed vulgar. 
C 5 Awcrk 
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A 'woric of this nature it is tny intention Ihortly 
to puUilh : in the mean time, I (hall content 
tnyfelf with layirtg the following fpecimen of the 
{)eiformance before my readers. 

The Ignorance of the muhitude has hkherto 
pronounced it ** to be absolutely impoffible that 
** a Maid can be with child." But it is well 
known to the learfied, that in thefe later times 
Ithere have been many inftances of maiden*- 
WiOthers : though, whether they are impregnated 
by the wfcft-wind, like Firgifs mares, or, as it 
^as fatd of Jtm^ by eating a fallad ; whether 
they bring forth, as DuUh ladies do, Soottrkins^ 
Avhether they conceive by intuition, or the 
operation of the fancy ; or by what other caufe, 
has not been afcertained. Several inftances have 
been recorded^ iatnong the Raman Ctithoticis^ of 
Nuns and Lady-Abbefles, who have miraculoofiy 
proved with child : and here in England we have 
more than once heard of the pregnancy of a 
Maid pf Honour. I myfelf know a lady, almoft 
approaching to the verge of an old maid, who 
^as very much bloated atid puffed up with the 
wind-cholic; for relief of which flie went into 
the country for a month, and was unexpe£ledty 
feized with the pangs of child bh-th. I have 
been told of another, a virgin of the moft 

unfpottcd 
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tmfpotted di3ca6kcc, who vory unaccouotably "fell 
into labour, juft as <hey Were g6ing to tap het 
for the dropfy. An ^simem wan-midwtfe of 
my acquaintance Was in the beginning of his 
pra£^ice called to a virgin, -who, to his great 
furprize, brought forth an embryo, in form and 
appearance «Na£Hy reifembling a mandrake. 'I his 
he confidercd as a moft wonderful Lufus Naiunsi 
^nd had afluaUy drawn up an account of it 
.(with a figuue of the .monfter) to he laid before 
the Royal Society : but in \ek diali a t^elve- 
.mondi he deUveisd the iatae lady, who ^1 
.continued in a ihte of vlrgbiiy, 6f another 
falfe conception^ like the former; and for many 
years after, this prodigy of a virgin- had fcrcral 
other monftrous and preternatural births of the 
fame kind* He further afiures ime^ ^t he has 
fince very frequently met with th^ pharmnmas ; 
and that the only dtffejreace between maids and 
married women in this point is, dut th^ former 
do not manifeft the figns of pregnancy fo fully in 
their waifts, nor do they cry out fo vehemently 
in their labour- pains ; and it is remark-^ble^ thatt 
they never chufe to fuckle.tftqk children. 

It IS vulgarly fuppofed, that *«the events 

•** of Gaming are regulated by blind chance and 

^ fortune: but the wife and polite, that is, -the 

C 6 Knowing 
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iKnowing Ones, cannot but fmile at the abfurditf 
of this notion ; though even the fagacious HtyU 
^nd Demoivre themfelves, by the. nicety of then- 
calculations of chanceSy feem to have adopted this 
ridiculous doflrine. ^ The profefigrs at Jrtbw-s^ 
and the experienced adepts in the myfteries of 
Gaming, kindly condefcend to give leffons, at 
reafoiKiblc rates, to thofe novices, who imagine 
that the events of play, like thofe of war, ace 
.uncertain: and fo cogent is their method of 
inftru6lion, that they, never fail to convince their 
pupils, that fuccefs at dice, as well as bowls, 
depends upon a fkilful management of the Biaf9y 
and that the. cards are not fhiiffied by the blind 
hand of fortune^ 

It is a notion confined wholly to the Vufgar, 
that ** Matrimony brings people together :" but 
k is notorious, that in higher life a Marriage is 
the moft efFeftual method to keep tbem afunder. 
k is impolite for a man and his wife ever to be 
(cen together in public'; and a pcrfon of quality 
had rather enjoy a tete-a-ffu whh any bociy^s 
wife, but his own, m private. Genteel coi>ples 
have feparate amufements,* pay feparate vifits, 
keep feparate company. He in feparate beds, and 
(like the man and woman in a^ weather^houfe) 
Me never fcen together : nay more, if- they art 

very 
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very genteel indeed, the lady has her feparate 
mamtenance. On the contrary, if a man of 
hihion has a iendrf for an unmarried lady, they 
refide in the fame houfe,. partake of the fame 
Jiverfions, and obferve every other, article of 
the ftridkft cohabitation. The furcft way of 
diflblving a connexion of this fort is to marry,. 
Sir John Brute bluntly declares, that, if he was 
married to an hogfhead of claret, the thought 
of Matrtmony would make him hate it. Thtif, 
in general, the very names of Wife and Hufband 
are fuifici€nt to deflroy all affeSion : and it was 
but a day or two ago that I met with a fprightly 
young gentleman much of the fame opinion with 
Sir yphn ; who being reproached for neglecting 
his lady for a miftrefs, and reminded that M'an 
and Wife- were one flefli, replied, that it was 
very true, atid what pleafure could he have in 
touching his ' own fle(h ? Modern Wedlock, 
therefore, may be rather faid to divide than 
unite : at leaft, if matrimony ever brings folks 
together for a time,, it is only to feparate them 
more efFeftually ; as, according to the principles 
of aAion and re-a<Jlion, where two bodies are 
drawn together by a violent attraftion, they 
immediately fly off, and are driven back again 
{rom each other, by the principles of repulfion. 



Ir 
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It may be well called a Vulgax ERitOR, 
fincenoiK but the Vulgar think fo, that "the 
'" Sabbath b a day of reft/' It is, as experience 
teaches us, a day of bufinefs ividi fome, of 
pleafure vvith others, but c^ reft with ikm^. k 
is true, indeed, that a ceflation from wordl3r 
occupations, together with roaft beef and plumb 
pudding, were formerly the charaSeriftics of the 
Sabbath ki Englattd : but thefe inaiSive principles 
are now entirely out of faftiion ; nor do I know 
any perfon, who -is ftridly debarred from cxer- 
ciiing his employment on that day, except the 
Sheriff's Officer. The exaft citiaen, niceljr 
cakulating the damages he would fuftain, m an 
average, by the lofs of the feventli part of bis 
time, defrauds the Sabbath of it's due right, as 
he cheats bis cuftomers, in the way of trait. 
As to people of quality, they, I fuppofe, (duly 
confidering how prodigal they are of their lives 
by adhering to the polite fyftem) are willing to 
hufband the little time allotted them, by addit^ 
" night to day, and Sunday to the weel^" 

If Old Woman was not a term frequently 
made ufe of by the perverfe and impolite 
multitude, I fliould hardly attempt to prove fo 
dear and obvious a propofition, as that ** there 
«« is no fuch thing in the creation as an Old 

*' Woman, 
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•* Wommi." Old Women, are, indeed, men- 
tioned by Ibnae few Writers : but I have always 
looked tipon dieir exigence to be as cbioierici^ 
as that of the Broddignags or the Tohon^ and 
I do not believe, that there has ever been fuch 
an animd in iiature flnce die Flood. In, the 
prefent diftant period we are unable to conceive 
the leaft idea of fuch a creature, as the iame 
appearance of youth, the fame lillies and n>(es 
bloom on the faces of the whole fex. F<itf 
a proof of this, if we IocOl round at (he o^rz^ 
the playhoufe, a lady's route, or any othei^ 
aflcmbly, vife may obferve, that all our girls, 
whether of a fmaller, or of a larger growth, 
afliime the fame air of gaiety and mtrigue, and 
wear the fame complexions* , A limner of great 
bufinefs has often declared tp me, that though 
be has had feveral mothers, and grand -mothers, 
and great grand -mothers fit on hina, he never 
yet drew the pidiure of an Old Woman. MecUa 
is feid to have renewed the youth and vigour 
of her father Mfon by boiling him, with certain 
magic herbs, in a cauldron : but I will not. 
prefume to fay, that our ladies are preferved 
from old-age, by ftewing in a copper ; dr that, 
according to a more modern notion, Old 
Women are ground young again by a mill. 
This, however, is certain j that youth, as well 

as 
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as beauty, is the perpetual prerogative of tJre 
female fex; and that age,. though it fits venerably 
on a man, would no nfiore become a lady, than 
a beard. 

In an age fo enlightened as the prefent, when 
We have thrown off all other mean prejudices 
of nature and education, it is no wonder, that 
we (houM difcan^ the Gofpel ; and I am almoft 
in doubt, whether I fliould mention the belief 
ef it as a Vulgar Error, fince it daily lofes 
it's credit among us. Wherefore, if I may not 
be allowed to fet down the belief in a God^ a 
Savrour, 'a Future State, the Immortality of the 
Soul, &c. &c. as prevailing Errors, I canno^ 
omit fo fair an opportunity of congratulating my 
cotemporaries on their having overcome them. 
Nor can I better conclude this paper, than by 
an hint to my friends, the Freethinkers, cautionv 
ing them to confider, whether, if we were made. 
by chance, the world was made by chance, aiid* 
every thing elfe was made by charKe^ there may 
jK)t alfo be an Hgll by chance ! 



Nu MB, 
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Contrafla melius parva cupidiiic 
Vedigalia porrigatn. HoR. 

Virtue jJmllgafcot'free\ cur new exctfe 
From vice and folly Jhall rdife large fufpliet. 

To Mr. "T OW N. 

SIR, 

EVERY EngUJhnian^ who has the good 
of his country at heart, mufl: lament the 
perplexity which our minifters labour under, m 
contriving ways and means to raife money for 
the prefent exigence of affairs. I have with 
pleafure hearkened to the feveral projefts prd- 
pofed fn the debates of patriots in our coffcc- 
houfes and private clubs : but though I find they 
arc unanimous in allowing the neceffity of levy- 
ing new taxes, every one is willing to fhift off 
the burden from himfelf, 

I WAS introduced the other night into a fit 
of worthy citizens, who very zealoufly took this 
fubje<5l into confidcration over their evening jMpc. 

One 
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One of them, a grave gentleman, pulling the 
Evening P^ out of his pocket, and putting on 
his fpeftacles, read aloud to us the feveral 
methods already propofed j to which many wife 
objeftions were immediately ftarted by the com- 
pany. '* What's that ? fays an old don, (who- 

'^^ I afterwards found had a fmall eftate in 
*^ houfes) An additional duty upon bricks, and 
<' pan-tiles and plain-tiles ? I fuppofe they will 
*' lay a duty upon plain-tile pegs by and by/' 
This fpeec;h was received with an hearty chuckle 
of applaufe from the reft of the company ; when 
another took occafion to obferve, ** That he very 

-^ much approved the fcheme lor laying a larger 
'« tax upon cards and dice i" ©nc of which ke 
called the. deviPs books^ and the other his 
b$nes. The duty upon plate might perhaps 
have paiTed into a law in this afiemhly, if it had 
not been vehemently oppofed by one member, 
(whom I difcovcfed to be a filverfmith,) in 
which he was feconded by the landlord of the 
houfe, who had a feat in this meeting, and told: 

• us, " that it would lie very hard upon publicans,- 
** as nobody would now drink their porter out 
" of a pewter pot." Thcfe and the like argu- 
ments indaiced us .to fet ailde^aU the projects 
that had been, offered hitherto, and to confult 

.Ipgetber in order to find new ones in their 

u room;. 
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room ; among which I could not but fmilc at 
the propofal of an honeft peruke-maker, v^ho 
advifed the levying of a poll-tzx upon all that 
wore their own hair.'* ** For, fays he, we have 
^ never had good times, fince wigs were out of 
*• fa&ion. What rare days were thofe in Queen 
** Anm*^ reigtij wh<n the nobility and gentry 
•• wore large flaxen flows of thirty guineas price! 
^ Arid, as you may fee by my lord Godolphirf^ 
** monument in fVeJlmnJier Abby, a prime mi- 
•* nifter's wig could not be made, I am furc, 
•• under fifty guineas.** 

THfi difcourfe, that pafled at this fociety of 
politicians, has led me to turn my thoughts oii 
devifing fome method that might anfwer the 
prefent demands for a lupply, with the ieaft 
injury to the community. On this account I 
am of opinion, that private vices (according to 
the favourite tenet of Maundanile) noay in fome 
meafure be converted into public benefits, by 
laying a certain tax or duty on the faftxionable 
amufements of the gay and polite world. For 
this purpofe I have, with great pains and labour, 
contrived a plan, a few heads of which, widiout 
further preface, I ihall (with your leave) fubmit 
to the confideration of thofe whom it may con* 
^ccrn. 

First 
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First then, I would propofe, that no perfon 
of quality, or others, fhould be allowed to keep 
any route, drum, aflembly, vifiting-day, .(or 
whatever other name it may hereafter be called 
by,) at wfiich more than one hundred perfons 
fhall be found aflembled, without paying a 
certain rate for every fuch route, drum, &c. 
The number of thefc meetings, which are held 
in this town, (including the city of London and 
the fuburbs thereof,) I have computed, upon an, 
exaft calculation, to amount annually to eJght 
thoufand three hundred and upwards : fo that 
if a duly, at only fix- pence ./>^r head, were to be 
levied upon the company, it would bring \n a 
prodigious income to the government ; dedu£k- 
ing for the decreafe confequent of this tax,, as- 
alfo for thoie which we may cxpcft will bd 
fmuggled, or carried on clandeftinely. And, as 
gaming is an effential diverfion at all thefe 
meetings, Lwould further advife, that every 
card table be entered, in the fame manner as 
all wheel-carriages, and a proportionable rate 
fixed on them, according to the degree and 
quality of the owners. Be it enadled moreover^ 
that extraordinary licences fhall be taken out for 
playing at cards on the Sabbath-day; but that 
thefe be granted only to perfons of the highefl 
rank and- fafliion. ' 

'At 
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At the prefent juncture of affairs every one 
will agree with me, that if an abfolute prohi- 
bition be impradticable, an heavy duty fhould 
be laid on the importation, of French fafliions 
and fopperies into this kingdom. It is therefore 
btit reafonabie that all French cooks, valets 
de chambre, milliners, m'anteau -makers, hair- 
rutters, &c. fhould be at leaft doubly taxed, as 
It is notorious that they exaft from the dupes^ 
who employ them, more than double the wages 
or price for their labours, that our own mddeft 
countrymen wmild require. This tax, I make 
no doubt, would produce no inconfiderable fum 
for the public ufe : and as our ladies, though 
I would not fufpeft that^ they have French hearts, 
are ambitious of wearing French complexions, 
a further fum might alfo be raifed by fixing an 
hi^h duty upon rouge and carmine. 

There are many other particulars in the 
'fafhionable world, which '•might be turned* in 
the fame manner to the public good. A tax 
on kept miftrefles, for exariiple; who are now 
become fo very numerous, that I queftioh not 
but a duty, properly levied on them, would be 
fufficient to maintain all the widows' of our 
foldiers and failors, who fhall happen to be killed 
in the fervice. An heavy duty might alfo be 

laid 
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laid on all Bagnios, Fr^wA-wine-houfes, Covem" 
Garden cofFee-houfee, &c. and fince, in fpite of 
laws and deceocy, thefe places are fuiFered to be 
kept open, it is furely equitable that they (hould 
pay round taxes for the relief of the nation, as 
well as an annual tribute for the connivance of 
the neighbouring Jufiices. To add to thit 
fcheme, and to make vice and folly further con* 
tribute to the public neceiBty, I would alfo pro* 
pofct that Meffieurs Harris^ Derry, and the refl: 
of the fraternity of Pimps, retained as caterers 
to the volMptuous at any tavern or Bagnio* 
Oiould enter all the hacks in their fervice at an 
excife-of&ce appropriated to this purpofe; and 
that, to prevent frauds, as well as to point out 
the means of application to the office for redrefs 
in cafe of complaint, thefe hacks ibould h^e all 
marked and numbered, like th^ h^urkney-* 
coaches. 

As it is incumbent on every Englijhman to 
cxpofe his life in defence of his country againft 
the common enemy, I muft particularly recom- 
mend, that fome means may be deviled, that 
the gallant feats of thofe men of honour, who 
rather chufe to rifk their lives in the modifli way 
gf duelling, may be attended with fome ad* 
vantage to their countrymen. I would therefore 

advife. 
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advife, that fwords and piftols, of a fettled kngth 
and bore, witb the Tower-ftamp^ be provided 
by the government for the ufe of Duellifts, and 
that they ihall not prefume to make ufe of any 
other, under pain of incurring the guilt of mur- 
Jer. Thefe weapons may be let out at a certain 
price 5 and if one of the parties happen to kill the 
other, the furvivor {hall be fubjedl to a fine ac- 
cording to his rank and ftation, and a jury {ball 
be dircifted to bring in the verdidl", Self-Defenct. 
In like manner, peffons of quality may have leave 
granted them to put an end to their own lives, 
after an ill run at cards, or the like emer^ 
gent occafions j when on paying a certain rate, 
they may be indulged in a private execution 
from the hands of Jack K£Hh^ and the Coroner's 
inqueft {hall be directed to bring in their vcrdiil. 
Lunacy. 

I am, Sir, your humble fervant, &c. 

To Ux. r WN. 

SIR, 

AS you are a Connoisseur, I {hall make 
no apology for dcfiring you to give the 
following Advcrtifenient (wivich has already 
appeared in the Daihj Advertifir) 2i place in 

fome 
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fome corner of your paper. By doing this, you 
will greatly oblige the Virtmfi in FlowerSy as 
well as 

Your humble fervant, &c. 

To be fold by SUBSCRIPTION, 

Jt Half a Guinea each Plant, 

AN Auricula raifed by Mr. William Redmond^ at 
Ipngtcriy nameft the Triumph ; having fine 
Grafsy a ftrong Stetfiy a certain Bloiverj a large 
Truffer, the Fingers a juft Length, a good Pip for 
Size and Shape, the Eye extremely white, the Thrum 
full, the Margin a beautiful Purple Black, finely va- 
riegated with Silver and Green, continues long in 
Blodtn, and dies in Colour, No Plant to be fold for 
left than one Guinea after the Subfcription is clofed, 
until tht Bloom is over. 
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Tandem define malreni. Hor. 

jyith dear mamma O make noifuch a pother ! 
Butjlrive to be a man before your mother* 

TH E generality of the young unmarried 
ladies of the prefent age diflike no com- 
pany fo much as the elderly perfoiis of their own 

fex. 
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fcx, whether married or unmarried. Going with 
Bn old maiden aunt, a mamma, or grand- mamma 
to the play, or to Ranelaghy is fo infipid an amufe- 
ment, that it robs their entertainment of the 
very name of a party of pleafure. To be handed 
into a box, walk in the public gardens, or make 
one at a card table at a route, with a fprightly 
young nobleman, or gallant colonel of the guards, 
has fome life in it ; but to be kept perpetually 
under the wing of an old lady, can have no 
charms for a woman of fpirit. The prefence of 
thefe antiquated females, impofes a conftraint on 
their behaviour: they are, indeed, like the Duennas 
in Spain, fpics on the conduct of the gay and 
young; and a good old gentlewoman, with a 
blooming beauty by her fide, watches her every 
motion, and is as much frighted, if the pretty 
creature makes any advances to a man, as an 
hen, who has been fofter- mother to ia brood 
of ducklings, is alarmed at their taking to the 
water. 

This loofe coquet behaviour fo much in 
vogue, and confequently (o genteel, has, I muft 
own, no charms in my eye, as a modeft deport- 
ment appears to me mod natural and becoming 
jn the fair fex ; and I am always glad to fee a 
young lady of fufficient fenfe and difcretion, to 

Vol. IV. D behave 
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behave vrich an innocent cheaffukiefe, iiiftead of . 
apparent uneafinefs and conilraiot, before her nK)re 
aged female friends and relaiioBs. But though 
a daughter (hould prefer no compai^y to her 
mother, a fon, always daqgling at the fide of 
his mamn^a, would appear as ridiculous, as if he 
wore his fiikr*s petticoats : and however amiable 
this maidenly demeanor might fcem in a young 
girl, I cannot view it with jequal approbation in 
the charadter of a Male- Virgin.; — a charafier, 
with which 1 fhall here prefent the reader, as 
drawn by one of my corrcfpondcnts. 

To Mr. TO fr N. 

S I R, 

YOU have already given us fcveral inftances 
of thofe ambiguous creatures among the 
men, who are both male and female; permit 
me to <dd to them an account of thofe lady-like 
gentlemen, ^hom we may diftinguifh by the 
title of their mother's ownfons\ who have in 
vain changed the bib and leading-ftrings for the 
breeches, and ftick as clofe to their mammas, 
as a great calf to the (ide of an old cow» I am 
intimately .acquainted with one of thcfc over- 
grown babies; who is indeed too big to be 
dandled in lap, or fed with a pap-fpoon, though 

he 



be is no .more weaned fromj^is mqihcr« tlwi,if 
be bad not yet.quittcd the nurfery. 

The dclicajte Bixxy Suc.kiing is the 
conten^t of lihe inen, the jeft of <the women, 
and the darling of his mamma. Sue doats on 
him to diftra^^ion ; and is in perpetual admi* 
ratipn of hi^ wit, and anxiety for his health. 
T4ie good young gentleman, for his part, is 
neither undutiful nor ungrate&il : (he is the only 
woman that be does not look ^n with indif* 
ference ; and Ae is his tqtorefs, bis phj^fician, 
and his nurfe. She provides his broth >every 
evening ; will .not fuflfer him to look into a hQijk. 
by candle-light, left he fliould hurt his eyes ; 
and takes care to have his bed warmed : nay, 
^ have known bim fit with his mamma's white 
Jiandkercbief round his neck through a whole 
vi(h, to gua^ d him from the wind of that ugly 
dwj or that terribk chink in^tfjefwaiirfcqU 

BiU T however familiarly he may behave in 
.his addrcfles to his mother, and whatever little 
jd&» of gallantry may pafe betv^reen them, no 
.encouragement can prevail on him to treat 
f<Hber women with the fame freedom. Bein^ 
4>nce deftred at a ball to dance a minuet, in- 
Hcad.pf taking, out any^of the young ladies, 4ie 
D 2 could 
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could pitch upon no partner fo agreeable, to 
whom he might offer the compliment of his 
hand, as his mother; and I remember, when 
he was once called upon in a large company at 
a tavern to give a lady in his turn, he plainly 
(hewed who was the fole miflrefs of his af- 
fedUons, by toafting his mother. The gallant 
cuftom of challenging a lady to drink a bumper, 
by leaving it to her option whether (be will 
have hob or nobj frequently gives a delicious 
flavour to the liquor, efpecially when, as I have 
known it happen, joining the lips of the glafles 
has proved a prulude to a meeting between the 
lips of the parties x but he could not be prevailed 
on to accept a glafs of claret from the faireft 
handj though a kifs wei-e fure to follow it. I 
have known him fo very nice, as to refufe a 
glafs of fack filled with walnuts, which had 
been peeled by the fnowy fingers of a beautiful 
young lady ; though I have feen him fmack his 
lips after a glafs of raifm wiqe, in which his 
prudent mother had been dabbling with her 
fnuffy finger, in order to fi(h out the fmall 
particles of cork, which might poffibly have 
choaked him. If a lady drops her fan, he fits 
without any emotion,' and fuffers her to (loop 
for it herfelf 5 or if (he flrikcs her tea-cup 
againft the faucer to give notice that it is empty^ 

he 
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he pays no regard to the fignal, but fec« her 
wallc up to the tea-table, without flirring from 
bis chair. He would rather leave the moft ce- 
lebrated beauty, in croffing the ftreet, to the 
mercy of a drayman, than truft her with his little 
finger : though at the fame time ihould his mother 
be fo diftreffcd, he would not fcruple to hear as 
much of her weight as he could ftand under, and 
to redeem her filk ftockings from jeopardy, would 
even expofe his own. 

Onb would imagine, thaf this extreme coy- 
nefs and referve, in which he fo remarkably 
differs from the generality of his own fex, would 
in another refpeft as efFeftually diftingui/h him 
from the generality of women : I mean, that 
being lefs polite in his addiefs than a footman, 
we fhould hardly expedl to find him more lo- 
quacious than a chambermaid. But this is 
really the cafe: fufFer him to take the lead in 
converfation, and there are certain . topics, in 
which the moft prating goflip at a chriftening 
would find it difficult to cope with him. The 
ftrength of his conflitution is his favourite 
theme : he is conftantly attempting to prove, 
that he is not fufceptible of the leaft injury from 
cold i though a hoarfenefs in his voice, and the 
continual interruptions of a confumptive cough, 
D 3 give 
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give* ^irii the lie in bis throat' at i\\6 eticP of 
e^feyy fcnfenee. Tile iivftanc^s, indeed, by ^Kiiih 
hcVndeavQurs fo prove His hardinefs, unluckily 
rathier tend* to convince us of the delicacy of hi* 
frame, as they feldbm amount to more than his 
having kicked off the bcd-cloaths in His (Icep, 
laid afide one of his ffaiinel waiAcoats in a hot 
day, 6r tried on a new pair of pumps, before 
they had been fuificicntly aircJ. For tHe trutl^ of 
thefe fa£ts he always appeals to his mamnla, wild 
vouches for him with a figh, and protefts that 
biit cai^ffoS^ft wmikl nkin^ th^ cdnflltutfot^df an 
hdrie. ! 

I Aid now coming to the mbft e'xtra6rdirfai*j^ 
pzri df his cliarafler. This pufillanimous' crca-, 
f ure jhihk's hiriifelf, and would be thought, i 
Buck. The noble fraternity of that ofdei* finrf; 
that theif re^utafioh can Be no' otfttfr^if^ ihUiiW 
tdirterf, thin by prevailing on ah /f^tj^ dhaiViiiiH 
now and then to favour them witfr ^ broketl 
liead,'6r 6y cohfefring iYi6 fam'6 tbk^rt of theft 
iefteem oh the unarmed and* dcttnctUfi waifeA 
at ^ tavern. But ttiefe fea6 are by no mean$ 
fuitedf to the difpofitton of our herd : and" yet h^ 
•^iWay^ tedks updh his harmfefs e^cploi^^ as. ttt 
bdld'frolicks of a ^uck. If he efcapcs a ndrvous 
fever a mdhtti, he is ^uite a Bdck : if he walks 

home 
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home after it r« cfcark, withoat his mamma*s 
maid to attend him, he is quite a Buck : if he 
fits up an hour later than his ufual time, or 
drinks' a glafs or two of wirtc without water, 
he calls it a debauch i and becaufe his head 
does not ache the next morning, be is quite a 
Buck. In filort, a woman of the teaft fpijic 
within the precinds of St. Jameses would de- 
molifli him in a week, (hould he pretend to 
keep pace with her la her irregMlvitics i and yet 
he is ever dignifying hinJk\( wkh the appeUaiioa 
of a Buck. 

Now might it not be giving this gentleman 
an ufefulhint, Mr. Town, to affure him, that 
while miHc and water is his darHng liquor, a 
Bamboo cane his Club*, and hfs mother the fble 
ohjtSt of his afFedions, the world will never 
join him in denominating him a Buck : that if he 
fails in this attempt, he is abfolutefy excluded 
from every order in fociety; for whatever his 
deficits may be,, no aflembly of antiquated 
virgins can ever acknowledge him for fifter, 
nature having as deplorably difqualified him for 
that rank in the community, as he bas di£).u2L^ 
Ufied himfelf for every other : and that, though 
he never can arrive at the dignity of leading; 
apes ia hell> he may poflTibly be condemned ta 
D 4 dangle 
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dangle in that capacity, at the apron-ftring of an 
old maid in the next world, for having fo abo^ 
minably rcfembled one in this. 

I tm, Sir» your humble Servant, 
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Aureus axis erat, temo aureus, aurea fummae^ 
Corvatura rotae, radjorum argenteus ordo : 
Per juga chryfolithi, poiitsequc ex ordine gemmae. 

Ovid* 

Here on a fair one's head-drefs ffarklingjiichy 
Swinging onjiher fprings^ a coach and fix : 
There on a /prig orfiop'd pompon you fin 
A chariot^ fulkj^ chaife^ or vis-a-vis. 

To Mr. row N. 

SIR, 

IT has for a l6ng time been obfervable, that 
the ladies heads have run much upon wheels ; 
but of late there has appeared a ilrange kind of 
inverfion, for the wheels now run upon the 
ladies heads. As this aflertion may probably 
puzzle many readers, who pay no attention ta 
the rapid and whimfical revolutions of modern 

tafte> 
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tafte, it will be neceflary to rrrform them, that 
mftead of a cap, the prefent mode is for every 
female of fafliion to load her head with hmt 
kind of carriage ; whether they arc made with 
broad wheels or not I camiot determine ; how- 
ever, as they are undoubtedly cxchidcd the 
Turnpike Ad, it is by no means materiah 
Thofe heads which are not able to bear a 
coach and fix (for vehicles of this fort are 
very apt to crack the brain) fo far aft confiftently 
witK prud^cc as to n?iike' ufe of a poft-diaribt, 
or a finglerhorfe cbaife with a beau perching in 
the middle. , ^ . , 

The curioftty I had of knowing the pu^rt 
of this invention, and the general name of thefe 
machines, led me to make inquiry about then^ 
of a fafliipoable milliner, at the court end of tho 
town. She obliged me with ^e fight of one of 
thefe equipages, defigned . for the h^ad of a lady 
of quality, which J furveyed with much admi«* 
ration ; and placing it oa the palm of my hand^ 
could, not help fancying myfelf, like Gulliver ^ 
taking up the Emprefs of Lilliful in her Aate- 
coach. The vehicle itfelf was conftruiSlcd of 
gold threads, and was drawn by fix dapple greys 
gf blown glafs, with a coachman, poftilion, and* 
gentleman within, of the fame brittle manu^ 
D 5 i'dSintQ^ 
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£a3ure« Upon further enquiry, the milliner toM 
Bie^ with a fmifley that it was difficult to give a 
xtafon for invention» fo futl of whim^ but that 
thenam^ of this ornament (if it may be called 
fijch) vm a Capriole or, Cabrioli ; which we may 
trace frgn^ the ianie oiig^al with ouif Er^U/h 
word CaprUi, both being derived from the French 
word cabnr^ which, ftgnifies^ /o .^on^ lih m 
harfe.. . :f 

, It is tiot ttf be ^Md; btit Ajc Am^ ftflltofi 
fook^ k'i t ^ %mfki% ffae tadfitet^ ftc^ iHel^ fottdncA 
for equipage i and I dare fay, that "^Vety* ftrf# 
one, who carries a coach and fix upon her head^ 
i/dtiM be glad to be catrie<J with ^<^\ /pifertdof 
\vi A cf^ath of hir 6#ri. i'WOuW therefor^ prd-^ 
^fe a fthem^i which might f^ttdtr this wHttt^ 
fieal mode df fbthc kind oT fertrfce to both (kttii 
t^ which thfe fedirt maty givt i tadt hfetof tiW^ 
fWrllrfatkm^ Withobt ffle-'leaftbrfcadi df ^liSdiffy; 
cH^' Vii^ Way tJrtv^trt th* dinger mid incorivi- 
niertcie aWrtdirtg the ptt^^i method cf ird^r^-- 
tifing ftrf wives, ^trd tHe #hoft cbdrfe of a taid^tti 
courrihtt> tiia^ bt* iai'ried^ohi, by nWa^' of &Ai 
Mw head-drtft. 

Instead of a CaprioU^ fuppofc this capital 
decoration wa& called a Scutchgon. o( Pretenc^^ 

whiclv 



J 



NMi2. tnk CONNOISSEUR. 59 

whicb mud not here bo un^rftood as a term 
of Hetaldry^ but as an mvkalion to matrhnofrf. 
Thus, if a ladf preffunes that ihe has a right, 
ekher fron:i her wit^ beaoty^ n:>(rjtf or fortone, 
to pretend to a fct of hjOrfes^^ let fix bright ba]FS, 
blacks, or greys, pra«cq dow^n onr fsk of her 
head ; and according ^ the rank ibe ihfifis upon^ 
let a ducal or an earl's coronet, or a ^oody 
hand be diflinguiihed upon her Capriole^ The 
females of left ambition ovay liktwtfe exprefi 
their inclinations by a pod-chariot and pair ; 
and even thofe who, fromt a due confideratioa 
of the lov<r condition of the funds^, are §0 coa* 
defcending as to ftoop to a plain cit, ha\« no* 
thing to do but to fix upon their heads a fingle^ 
horfe chaife, filled witih a loving couple, (licking 
as clofe together as xmo dried figK As t6 thoid 
who have rafhly vowed vipgruity, if their great 
pronenefc to ceftfarc the reft of the fe)i, and th^ 
fretfulnefs of their ai^>rd, be not fudicieht indi^ 
cations to keep the imci^ at a diftance, they may 
erc6l upon their noddles a formal female feated 
in a Sulky, foolifiily pleafed with having the 
whole vehicle to herfelf, and aukwardlyexercifin^ 
the imaginary power of having the fole command 
of the reins. 

D 6 As 
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As a further means of facilitating this new 
method of courtihip, I muft beg leave to pro- 
pofir, that every lady's bofom fhould, inftead of 
a pendent crofs, which favours of popery, be 
omamented with a chain and locket, fomething 
like thofe bottle- tickets, which, dtred us to port, 
claret,, or burgundy, upon which might be cu- 
rioufly engraved the numbers two hundred, fi\'e 
hundred, or a thoufand, according to the fettle- 
ment expeded. But to thofe female fixates 
who fcorn the Capriole^ and ered JVindmills upon 
their heads inftead of it, I (hall offer a word of 
advice worthy their attention ; which is, that they 
would provide a pipe of communication, to be 
conveyed from thefe machines to the brain, and 
co^flituted upon the model of the ingenious Dr. 
Halis ventilators^ that» whenever the fails of the 
Windmill arc put into motion by the external 
air, they may draw off all pernicious vapours,, 
which may occafion a vertig-o vn. the infide, a9 
well as on the outfide of their heads. 

I am, Sir, your bumble iervant, 

H. 

1 AM much pleafed-with the propofal of my 
ingenious correfpondent, and think it particu- 
larly well adapted iOr the prefent difpofition of 

the 
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the ladies. A fondnefs for fhowy equipages is 
now become one of their darling paffions j and 
the fplendour^n which they are to be maintained, 
feems to be one of the chief ccwifidcrations in 
modern matches. If a fine lady can be carried 
to court in a chair richly ornamented, or roll to 
the opera in a gilt chariot, (he little confiders 
with how difagreeable a companion fhe goes 
through the journey of life : and a polite femalje 
would no more fix her ^ffedions oh a man,. wh6 
drives but a beggarly pair, than (he could be 
contented vifitjti being tumbled down to his country 
feat, like Ptmch*$^ wife to Rumfordy in a wheel- 
barrow. 

The ladies having thus ftrongly manifeftec^ 
their paffion for cquiqage, the gentlemen, I fupr 
pofe, out of mere gallantry," and in order ta 
further the gratification of their, defires, have 
taken great pains to convert themfclves into 
coachmen, grooms, and jockies. The flapped 
hat, the jemmy frock with plate buttons and 
a leathern belt, and the pride which fome young 
men of quality take in driving, are all calculated^ 
the better to qualify them for being the ladies 
humble fervants. I am therefore for e;(tending 
my correfpondent's fcheme : and as tlie ladies 
now^ adorn their heads with the fign of a coacb 

and 
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and fix, like the door of a Meuft alehoafe, I 
would have the gentlemen alfo bear thefe em- 
blematical vehicles; by which the other k\ 
hiay, by a fingle glance at a lover's head, fee 
In what ftate they wUl be fupported j as we 
know a clergyman by his rofe, or an officer by 
his cockade. 

The pretty fellows^ who ftudy dreff, might 
feew a great deal of invention in fuiting theif 
Caprioles to their circum,^aoces. Any noblen;ian 
or gentkman, who has the honour to be a 
Knowing One^ might (hew his affecSlion for the 
turf % carrying the horfe and jockey J another^ 
who b an excellent driver, might bear his own 
figure exalted in a Phaeton\ and a third, wha 
thinks of picking up a partner for life, that can 
be pleafed with a ///^-^-//// or fober piquet 
^arfj^ With her hufband, may bear a visa-vis.' 
iti a ^ord, ail the different propofals of va^ 
ribUs fuitorS mfght oe made by means of thefe 
crnaitients, which might be worn over t^ie 
foreheads of the beaux, like the white horfe 
in thfe grenadrei-s caps*;, and tMe ladies might 
be as much fmitten with a promifing' CaprioU 
ttt the head of a lover, as , heretofore with an 
ckgant peri\Vig. 



Ir 
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If this mode, (hould prevail^ the concluding 
a treaty of marriage between two perfons of 
quality ought b^ conftdered in the fame light, 
and expreited in the fame terms, as making a 
fnatib ttNnifmarhe$\ aald Jnlt^sd of tkd hack* 
neyed f hmiea a^ l^fefent nfed by our new9« 
writers, we nlight pefb«^ fee the smportsnt 
articles, concernitig oiarri^ge^^. dratwa up afttfr 
the following manner. 

W^he^ thaf a ma«d» will jbe ftortly iMde 
betwqs^ the^nporur^iog, €oa(^^ arid fix df a,m^-f, 
chant's wjdpw^ wHh^'ia (rt^ jotmui;^^ ajld an> 
hunter, in fin^^ ^order^ b^JoAgJng t^ a y^Ejiiipgef 
brother of a nobk family. < 

A runrttng horfe, hfghly valued for .his blodd,. 
is expeftetf to ftart (bbo with' a. young firly front 
Torkjhire. Many thoufand pounds are d^ending^ 
on this match. ' ' 

A few days ago> a young fellow from Ireland^ 
mounted on a fingle horfe, attacked an heirefs in 
her coach and fix. The lady made little or na 
rcfiflance, and ftiffered herfelf to be taken out of 
the coach, and carried off behind him. 

A gay coach and fix, belonging to a yoting 
heir juft of age, came to town Uft week in great 
%leiu)or^ and was intended to be matched with 

aa 
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an equipage of the fame kind : but having unfor- 
tunately run againft Arthurs chocolate-houfe, it 
broke down, and thet)wner was very much hurt* 

We hear from Biah^ «h« the poft-chaife of a 
young lady of great beauty lately made it's ap- ' 
pearance in the long room, and (bon after went 
off with the landau of a neighbouring country 
Yquire. 

Wfc are alfo informed from the fame place, 
that an old-fafhioqed two-wheel chatfe with a 
fmgle-horfe, contrived ft> hold only one pcHbn^ 
had driv^n^ about the walks for fome time ; but - 
having joftled againft the Sulky oJF an 6ld batches 
lor, in his grand climajaeric, it was judged expe- 
dient to join them together j when they formed, 
a nioft agreeable vis-a-vis for the mutud acconar. 
modation of both parties* • 
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O fan^^as genteSi qulbus haec nafcuntur in hortU 
Numina! — — . -— — *^ — Juv. 

O balku/d ground! a grave hire rev" rend nods^ 
Here thick plantations rife of all the Gods. 

VIRTU IS almoft the only inftance, in 
which the appearance of literary know<« 
ledge is affected in the prefent age ; and our 
peifons of rank acquire juft enough fcholar(hip, 
to qualify themfelves for Gonnoiffeurs, This fort 
ef ftudents become fufficiently acquainted with 
the cuftoms of the ancients, to learn the left 
^nterefting particulars concerning them. They 
can diftinguiih a Tiberius from a Trajan^ know the 
Pantheon from the Amphitheatre^ and can explain 
the difference between the pratexta and the tunica: 
which (only fuppofing the prefent times, to have 
elapfed fome hundred years) is juft as deep 
knowledge, as if fome future antiquarian fhould 
diicover the difference between a Garolus and zt^ 
4nnaj or St. PauTs church and Drury^Lane playr 
houfe, or a fuU-trimmed fuit and a French frocks 

But 
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But the full dlTplay of modern polite learn* 
ing 18 exhibited in the decoration of parka^ 
gardens^ tec. and ceni&mi in fhat im^sortaDt 
m on ufyllable^ Tafte; Tafte comprehends the 
whole circle of the polite arts, and (beds its in- 
fluence' on every lawn, avenue, graft- plat, ani 
parterre. Tade has peopled the walks and 
gardens of the great witb^ moir aamefous inkat* 
bitants thatv the ancient Satyrs, FauR», Mi 
Dryads. While infidelity has expunged the 
Chriflian Theology from, our creed, Tafte hm 
introdttced the Heathen Mythology ktb^oar gar- 
dens. If ac pond is dtig^ Ntfimt^ at tke eom^ 
maud pf T^ftcy em^egjeS' froift dhe bafeii,^ aoA 
prefide» in the middlej or. if * tiflji is^ cut 
Afsougk d gTMre^ k ranff be tBvminated fy » 
Fkra^ or ast J^ll». Atf Ae smckiit9 btld^ that 
9^eTf {pat at gfmad had iiV goanfiao Gemua^ 
and that woodfand dekM were pegged iw die 
kmtt^ ealrails of etery tree^ fa inr dit gafdcoa 
laid out by modesir Taflr,. everf watt: ir peopM 
wkh gods and goddefics, a»d every ccvrtcr 0f H 
lia»=»itsF tutelar deity. Temples are ereftcd to 
alt ifce tra«i of deities mentioned in Hmrr or 
Ouidf wMdi edifices, as weH as thefr fevera! 
tlOfmt^f affe\a*onierf whfi Lathtat Gr«>f fnfcrtp- 
tbni^; wfett^ the learned ermier wonders at hb 
own furprifing flock of literature, which he fees 
^ drawn 



drii#n< 6iflr-d« \af^ befoltf bttli, lik^^ tfie if^udm 

.TillBSB^ pterrons* ol Ta({« may b« coufider^ 
as a fo.K of ^ai^ed |(k>)atcr»«) ilace ibej t»i^ be 
almoft faid to adore thefe graven images^ and 
aA ctiiUe^ embuAaftIc Hi' tHeb^ voleration of 
tYtem^ Tiie fetkof^ing Meer maf picyflibly ghre; 

tUgMvifffxst fetidm^^ for a^^*^ TWibT^iis ^ & 
BMdefi A^ t hcMfily wiflv tfce icOHsuii^ 
pl^fi^ 1^ ^^ comipcMfont ma^ lafce^ placiry 
tbMgifii# ftoiM ^dMte Ibe ^fce <if faeaAtfa^ 
0oifliva«Hf« 

SIR,' 

AT ap time ^elradl wtfel«»idi sW€i»&leiPX£ 
itig th« i^a»^sf send fne^ fi$^ KHifir VAms^ thai:* 
laajr prove Ae }daJA< Oippn^ve to* iiftKgiesiice^ and 
mtaffflief&duaity' rdftriiskhre of tociiryv ^ttsafC mr 
to ppopsfe (aii a %pteftteni lo-tAv thoo^so^ 
one of your coirdpoifidettti oii idiiv lubjed) a) 
aatioiial tsiai upon Ood^ 

It is a (Irange, but an undeniable truths 
Mr. Town, that if you and I were to travel 

through 
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through England^ and to vi6t the citizen in his 
country box^ the noMeman . at his feat, the 
efquire at the hall-houfe, and even the divine at 
his parfonage, we (hould find the gardens, ave- 
nues, and groves, belonging to each manfion, 
ftuSad and ornamented with Heathen Gods. 

In the prefent declining ftate of our eftabliflied 
religion, I almoft tremble to confider what may 
be the confequenpes of thefe ready made df ities» 
Far be it from me to fuppofe that the great and 
the rich* will woribip any God whsitfoever : but 
ftill I am induced to fear, that the poor z^d the 
vtil^r^ .when thiey fipd aU other vv^rfhip^ ridi- 
* culed and laid afide, may fooIi(hly take to thefe , 
molten images, and adore every leaden godhead 
they can find. If a tax on w^ls has' put down 
fome hundreds of coaches, by a parity of reafon, 
a tax upon Gods may pull down an equals if 
not iiigrejiter, riumber of ftatuet^ I would aUb 
of&r another propofal -, which is this : That aii> 
oak. be immediately planted where>ever a ftatae 
has: been taken j)«^ay ; by which means thofc 
vaft woods, which of late yean have been cut 
down in England^ to fupply the immediate nr- 
ceffities of the iilu ftrious Jrthurhes in Su Jameis^ 
Street^ may be in fome meafare fupplied to future 
generations. ' \ 

Among 
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Among our prefcnt taxes, fome of them fall 
upon branches of fplendor not totally luxurious. 
Wheel -carriages may be neceflary 5 want of 
health or lamenefs of limbs may require them : 
but what neceiTities can we pretend for ftatues 
in our gardens, Penates in our libraries, and 
Lares on every chimney-piece ? I have remarked 
many wild whims of this kind, that have appeared 
fubmiffions, if not attachments, to idolatry. A 
gentleman of my acquaintance has deflroyed his 
chapel, merely becaufe he could not put up 
ftatues in it, and has filled his garden with every 
god that can be found in Spence's Polyrnetis, 
Another of my friends, after having placed a 
Behidere Apollo very confpicuoufly and naked 
upon the top of a mount, has eredled an Obelifk 
to the Sun : and this expence he has not put 
himfelf to for the beauty of the Obelifk, for it is 
Aot beautiful, nor again for the fplendor of the 
planet, which is of pewter double gilt, but only 
becaufe, being in pofleffion of copies or originals 
of every deity that Greece or Italy could boaft, he 
was refolved to have the God of Perjia^ to com- 
plete his colle<aion. A poll tax therefore upon 
gods and goddefTcs, be their reprefentation what 
it will. Suns, Dogs, Moons, or Monkies, is 
abfolutely neceflary, and would infallibly bring 
in a large revenue to the ftate. 

Happikino 
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Happen INO to ^rthe <Hher-ilay iA-Skuihter's 
coflFec-boufe in5t,Jfc^»tf|fiV-£«w, Ifaw two very 
iine ftatues qf Fatfu ^d Fmtuni^ )^roi>gbt put of 
Mr. RpiMHific's g^te, md expojEfd to vi^w^h^c 
Jtbcy were ftatkd up jind c^rlod. The hoy of the 
lioufe told us they were to he placed upon the ^p 
of Sir Tboaufs — r^'s chapel io Hamtftnr*. " Js 
*< It for fiich as thefe (obferved % foeecing papift, 
<< who Aood near me,) that critcifixes have been 
•«< removed, and that reverend faints and icnartyrs 
^ have been deftroyed, and pounded injto duft f 
<< Is it for thefe, that St. P^ter has been broken 
• ^ to pieces, and St. Paul melted down ii>to 
** water-pipes? Muft Our Lady make room for 
« Projirpine ? and the holy giant St. Ckriftvpher 
** fall a viftim to the Farneftan Hertules f Will 
^< you not agree with me. Sir, continued be, 
<< -that ,as men are induced, and almc^ con- 
*' ftrained, to judge of others by their own ^man- 
f < nets and inclinations, we who arefoppoied ^ 
<< worihip the images cS chriftians, muft na- 
*^ turally conclude, that the proteftants of the 
-♦* Church of 'EngLmd worfhip the images of 
<< heathens.'' Iconfefs I was at a lofs how tp 
anfwer the acuteneis of his qucftions j «nd muft 
own that J cannot help thinking St. Amhomy 
piioaschii^ to ^he fi^^, or St. Dmflm itakfaig 
the Devil by the nofe, as4>rQperor9aments^oria 
chapel, as .any Pagan Deities whatever. 
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Hitherto I have kept you -e»tH»ely among 
the molten images without doors, but were we 
to enter the Teveral manfions whofe avenues 
and demefnes are adorned in the manner I de- 
fcriht, we fhould find every chamber a pagod, 
filled with all the nionftrous images that the 
idolatry of {n^a can produce, i will not pre- 
fiime to.infer that the \zAm ^AAxef^KkoQs (prayers 
which the Japanefe make ufe of in time of 
public djftrefs) to their Ingensy but 1 am apt ito 
furmife, that in times of danger and inva(ion, 
fome of your fair readers would l^e more alarmed 
at the approach of the French to their china than 
to their -chapels, and would fooner ^ive up a 
favourite lap-dog, than a grotefque chimney-piece 
figure of a Chinefe faint with numberlefs heads 
and arms, I have not yet digefted my thoughts, 
in what manner the fair fex ought to be ta^ed. 
It is a tender point, and requires confideration. 
At prefent, I am of opinion, they ought to be 
^red, and the whole burthen entirely laid upon 
ihofe Bramins and Imans^ whofe idolatrous tem- 
ples lie publicly open to our ftreets. 

I am, Sir, your moft humble fervant, 

MOSES ORTHODOJ^. 

Numb. 
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Numb. CXI V. Iburfdayy April 1,1756. 

Vcfanum tetigtfle timent, fugiuntquc poetam. 

HoR. 

Hy! neighbours i fiy ! he raves \ his verfes Jhow it i 
Fly ! or youWe caught^ you^re bit by a mad poet. 

I Remember, when I -was very young, .a 
relation carried me to vifit a gentleman who 
had wrote fome pieces that had been very well 
received, and made me very happy by promillng 
to introduce me to an Author. As foon as 
1 came, I furveyed bis whole perfon from top 
to toe with the ftridteft attention ; fat open- 
mouthed to catch every fyllable that he uttered, 
and noticed his voice, manner, and every word 
and gefture, with the minutell ob&rvation. 
I could not help whifpering to myfelf the whole 
Evening, *< I am in company with an Author," 
and waited with the moft anxious impatience to 
hear him deliver fomething, that might diftin- 
gui(h him from the reft of mankind. The 
gentleman behaved with great chearfulncfs and 
politenefs : but he did not at all anfwer the 
idea, which I had conceived of an Author; and 
I went away exceedingly difappointed, becaute 

I could 
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1 could not find any ftriking difference between 
him and the reft of my^acquaintance. 

There is no chara£ter in hiiman life^ which 
is the fubjeft of more frequent fpeculatio;! among 
the vulgar, than an Author. Some look oh him 
i;vith contempt, and others with admirations 
but they all agree in believing him to be (bn^e- 
thing different from all other people 5 and it is 
^remarkable with what greedinefs they attend to 
any little anecdotes, which they can pick up 
concerning his life and converfation. He is^ 
indeed, a kind of an ideal being, of which 
jpeople conceive very different notions. By fomc 
he is fuppofed never to ftir out of a garret, to 
wear a rufty black coat, dirty fhirt, and darned 
ilockings, and to want all the necelTaries, as 
well as conveniencies of life : while others regard 
him as a creature fuperior to the reft of mortals^ 
and endued with fomethipg more than reafon« 
One part, therefore, is furprifed to fee him walk 
abroad,; and appear as well drefled as other 
people ; and another is difappointed, when, they 
£nd him talk and a£t, and £11 the offices of life, 
iio better than any other common man. 

Nx)R is it lefs curious to confi^der the different 

ideas they conceive of the manner, in which the 

Vol. IV. E bufmefs 
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l^ulMvefi qf WfiRng ^..^jqccu^d. The nfiy^ Jji 
literature, '/ft^i^fi with tl)9rlQve-of. ftcred fowg,'' 
but not yet dipt in ink, fuppofes it all rapture 
and enth^fiafm, apd in trpagination feea.. the 
Author running wildly about his room, tal^Ling 
poetry ' to the t:hairs an^ tables : while the 
mechanic confiJcrs Him as. working at his trade, 
and thi'iks "he can fit down to write, whenever 
he pleafcs, as, readr^y ,as the fmith can .labour ^t 
his forge, br,a <;arp^nter plapc a hoard, Indeed, 
he regards the A uthpr with foi?ie vehe^-atjon as 
'a,fc!\Q^2tr: but writrng appears to him a mi^ht^ 
"eajy bufinefs, an(I he fmiles» wl^enever he hf ^rs 
any^boijy rhcntjonthe labour of it ; nor h^s he 
the leaft conception qf^ the mind's toeing fatigu<e!^ 
wirh think ing» and the f;incy har^afl^ with pj^^;- 
fuing.a.lorig traii^ of.id^as. 

As people are frequently Jed to judge of a 
man from his ordinary converfatiofi, fo It fe 
common for them to form an idea of the 
Author's drfpofition firom the peculiar turn and 
colour of his writings : they e3ipe<5l a gltx)m to 
be fpreaid over the fecc of a mathematician 5 
« controverfial wrher muft be given to wrankKng 
and difputc ; and they imagine, that a faiirift 
mud be made up of fpleen, envy, and ill nature. 
But this criterioA is by no means certain and 

determinates 



determinate r I kn9^^ an anchor of a tragedy , 
who ^ is the m'errieff man livihg; and one who, 
has tvfht^n a very witty comedy, though he will 
fit an hour in company without ipeaking^ a w^rd^ 
tor4 iuc^urjt isi celebrated ifor being ^ ^*'the. beft 
** gpoi. roan with tht \yorft-natured mufe;,'* 
and AMfm .was remarkably fliy and refervcd 
in converfatioij. I remember* I' once fell int<^ 
company with a painter, . a poef:> f divine, gncj 
a phyrtcian, who were np lefs famous for theii 
wit and humour, than for their, excellence iJO 
then. fevei*al profeflion?. After fomc minutes of 
general converfation, the- phyfiQian and the poet 
fell into a.difpute. concerning , gfedeftinajtion j^ 
the divine fmoked his. pipe quietly,, withou,t 
putting^in ^. wprd \. H^hljile thf p^ptci", ;w]f^^ nMjfel^ 
formed a privy council for thp-g9Bi4,.of..th6 
fiatioa^ Thws^ were ? it ppfl^e ^f>\ff9*S^f "P 
the fpirits of the moft eminent wits in former 
ages, and put them together, thpy^ wquld perhaps 
appear to ^bfe very diill corhpapy.. Hrgil ajid 
AdSfon woutd probably fit flaring at each othe^r 
^itboul opening their mouths ^ Horace, and Sieete ^ 
would ' perhaps join in commendation of the 
liquor; .jyid/Stc'j^ "would in all likelihood divert 
hHnfelf with fuqkiqg his Checks, drawing, jfigurcs 
in the wijip fpih upon the tablcj^or^ tWjirling the 
corWcrew round his finger. 

E a The 
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Yh£ ftrange p^ejudicesy which (bme peiibiis 
conceive againft Authors, deter many a youth 
from drawing hb pen in the fervice of Uterature : 
or, if he ventures to commit a favourite work 
to the prefs, he deals to the printer's with as 
much caiition and privacy, as he would perhaps, 
on another bccafion, to a furgeon. He is afraid, 
that he fiiall injure his character by being known 
'to have written any thing, and that the genteel 
jpart of his acquaintance will defpife him as a 
}ow wretch, as foon as they difcover him to 
6e an Author : as if merely the appearing in 
print was a diifgrace to a gentleman, and the 
imprimatur to his works was no more than a 
ftamp of fliame and ignominy. Thefe are the 
terrors, which at firft difturb the peace of almoft 
every Author, and have often ptii me in mind 
of the exclamation of that writer, who cried out, 
** O that rtiihe enemy had written a book !" 

These, fearftilapprehenfions are perhaps no 
unlucky drawback on the vanity natural to all 
Authors, which undoubtedly they often conceal 
or fupprefs, out of deference to the world : but, 
if this falfe modefty is too much cherifhed, it 
mud of courfe damp all genius,' and difcourage 
every literary undertaking. Why fbould it be 
difgracefuJ to ejtcrt the nobleft facultiet given 

118 
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BS by naturei: and why fhould any tkah bla& 
at acquitting himfe]f well in a ' work; whiclr 
there is fcarce one in five hutidred has a capacity 
to parform? Even fuppofing an Aiithor to^ fbp* 
port himfelf by the profit arifing from his works^ 
there is nothing more di(honeit, fcandalous, or 
mean in it, than an officer in the army (the 
poiifeft of all fM-qfeffions) living on his commiflion. 
Senfe and genius are as proper commodities to 
traffick in, i& courage; and an Author is i>o 
more to be condemned as an hackney fcribUer', 
Aough he writes at the rate of fo much per 
iheet, than: a Colonel fhould be defpifed as a 
mercenary and: a bravo, for expofing himfelf to 
be flafhed, ftiick^ rand ihot at for fo mucli 
fir day. The truth is, that Authors themfelves 
often create the evils they .complain of, and 
bring a di^ace on the fervice ' of literature, 
by being a0]iamed to. wear the badge of iti 
Valiaire^ in his Letters en the EngUJh^ relates a 
lemarkable inft^nce of this kind ofr^fe^prkle 
in 6ur own Cwgrefve. Voltaire, whepi be* wai 
in Mnglandi waited on Cpngre^ej and :toI4 htm, 
that he was glad of an opportv^iity of pay^ing 
his refpe£te to a writer fo much celebrat^ed (pf 
hb wit and humour. Cangreve received him 
politely enough, but replied,, that Jic^ iJVjuld 
be glad to iee him as a.,common .gentlfuman. 
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b»it ' WQfd/1. not J)^ coofidered or converfed wi^ us 
an Authoc. .Tii^.J^rmcb/wviur was a i^ood.deii 
{iiQuriied 9it .Aic^ 41 ndKHilous piece ^{■^Qiiamyt% 
andoouldnetfih^lflluig him> that; if ke -had 
he^Q Ao fnoi^enhan a eommcm gentleman, he 
i(hiould iiev4^taia^iud nhy4tAtt of Useingthim. 

. I MAJV« .ofnen^ pfeafiai^myrdf with tefl«dilig 
#A the dijfefcnt ^^toions which ^my reaUees tnuft 
^ve ;fo{;imd of m«, ;(liice my -firft appeataace 
;^ An Aotb^r. As (poverty lis ofts t>f Jthe^ncral 
chara^rifiios of oitr biotkcrbttod^ th^fe, who 
^dttige themfelve^ in. a c^tmtaapt^^f mmets^ havo^ 
l^^i^Mt^ftftenpainicd mcito Afeir are a gi iKitiBn 
in a 'Vieryigr^Cdrque tafte. Thejr id^al pavinsmiraa 
bftMC peH»p» often repsefented me lodged «it ^eaft 
three Tories fkitti the ^ground, ^compofing diflm^ 
ttcms'^tt ithenndeen tafle in archocSiures at 
and&er-4iine Itmay.ilurve 'beeni«lelfDeatBdifittif|g 
fii :^a ^battered :night*-gowo and the buee^s df 
anitheathen phUoibphep, writing fktiies an rffae 
prefeisi! noKMles of duels : and ^fotnetiows pethaps 
ihey ba^^ figured me balf^ftafved fbrtwant dF an 
i^uiff mcaJ, penning invdAirc^ agalhft hixnrjr 
add ddjaucfaery. 

^^iS^r white thefefcivc reduced me to th'^ 
low condition^ and '***ftcepedmc in poverty to 

" the 
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^ the Vciy Hps,** I Matter ttiyWf, that fome'fevi^ 
h^t'beftovred on mc ah extrbdrdiniary feared 
viFMe md tinderftanding.. ' AftcrTo many gfitVc 
IdTons againft the vices and* luxury df the -prefeni 
age, they will naturally fuppofe, that I never 
rifked a farthing at the gaming-table, never kept 
a miRrefs, would ilecline an invitation to a 
turtle-feaft, and, rather ^n be provoked to 
fight a duel, would take a kick on the breech, 
or ttireak by thV"n6fe, vl^ith all the calitinefa 
and refignation imaginable. As u* iiiy wit and 
humour, I fhould bkifii to let down the mtiny 
compliments I have had from feveral unknown 
correfpondefits on that head '. and I buce received 
a note from a very honeft gentleman, who defircd 
to fpend an evening with me, promifing hin^fdf 
gn^at div^rfion in c^racking a bottle with thie fi- 
CetkfU3 Mr. J qw^.. ^ /, 1: ( • 

TflMi«€ vafioue dpHitons of tneos an Author 
I fhiti} WW lib^r tOffco^ofk: i>ut A^ll be 
^iadly ironten^od ivith 1a ftij afiW i i | smd -^mtifing 
ihe gdntie rsadeiv' whietftor :%e 'ebi^eh n^y 
pa|)ers as fkvmirs (howiered idciwn; npoti. tiiift 
firom a bobkfeller'^ pdarnt, I6r, ifltiffaig 4t0m «ny 
or#n i^artmonb -Ho^orbr^is-abi^ be^ 1 ihttii 
fficfier thinik it a dt^racp to hdum ^imn^ 0r 
bralbamod lobe^^tatafidfrdae an fAvtlior$ ^ 
E 4 if 



io ja^CONNarsSBUR. NMr5; 
if ever H(fr, Voltaire ihpuld ^thjnk proper, to yifit 
England again, I (hall be v^y glad of a literary 
^hat with him, and will give him a moft 
gracious reception. : « 



T- 
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• I ■ J III I - j ■ l i. T , I .. 

— Codebs quid agam ? -r . HoR., 

. fPlth tm Old Bachd^r hgw things nu^artyf: 
' What Jhall I dot ga hang myfilff or marry f 

To Mr. r o w n: 

SIR, jlprits\ 1756: 

NO man is a fittcerer friend" to innocent 
pleafentry, or' more defirous of promoting 
it, than myielf. Raillery of every Icind, provided 
it be confinedl within due bounds, is, in mj 
opinion, an excellent ingredient in convei^tion; 
and I am never difpleafed, if I can cdntri&utt 
to the harmlefs mktb of the company, by boing 
myfelf the fubjed !of it : bnt, in good truths 
I have neither a fortune^ a conftitution^. nor 
a temper, that will €nid>le me to chuckle and 
fhake my fides, while I fiiiFer more from the 
feftivity of my friends, dian the fpleen or malice 
of my enemies oouU paffibly Jhflid upon bw; 
h V nor 
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nor do I fee any iea(bn» yffhj I fhoidd k far 
move the mirthful indignation of the ladies, as 
to be teazed andworried to death in mere fport, 
for no earthly reaibn, but that I am what th^ 
world calls ^an Old Bachelor. 

Th£ female part of my acquaintance en* 
tertain an odd opinion, that ^ Bachdor is not 
in f^St a rational creature; at leaft, that he has 
not the fenfe of feeling in corhmon with, th^ 
reft of mankind ;: that a Bachd«r may be beaten 
like a ftock-fifli ; that you may thmft pins into 
his legs, and wring him by the nofe t in fliort^ 
that you cannot take too many Ubertibs with 
a Bachelor. I am at a loTs to conceive on 
y/Aidit foundation thefe romping philofophers have 
grounded their hypothefis, though at the hmt 
time I am a melancholy proof of it^s exifience,: 
as well as of it's abfurdity. r 

A FRIEND of mine, whom I freqticntly vifit, 
has a wife and three d^ghters, the youngeft of 
which has perfecuted me thefe ten years. Thefe J 
ingenious young ladies have not only found ottt^ 
the fole end and purpofe of my being themfelves,' 
but have likewffe communicated their difcovery 
to all the girls in the neighbourhood ; fo that,' 
if they happen at any time to be apprized' of 
E 5 my 
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iny coitftig) ^vAAdk I take ^ f>dHble cdre to 
prevem) they knintdtiti^ <Urfi«scfa lialf a 69mm 
cardif to fhOr WiMiRil aUm, 'to ifccg Ae fsttoor 
cf tlieSir 'cMtpimy to iffiiik'>o«ff9e, ani i>£ip4ma 
Mr. Ironftie^ Upon tMe oobiffipiift, isjr sstBy 
into the room b fometimes obftruded by a corcl» 
ititeMd iiiw^j-the ^jbolioiiir #f.lbbc tdoprctfe ; 

44fe(iver» VU it.iia$ :bfQitgfat nne upon my Icneo 
before^ihenu . \Kbiic2 %m ^mpfeyod #q br«(bi»e 
ftvo dbft iftm ^QprUnck/jrottfUs,. or idMing ^ 
Woken :$ikiii^tty «vijg.«»4i»Mtn^ oonyei^ iwc^Tt 
wd eifibei; Aofej: fcebjnd Ae t9okiog-gU^^ or 
toflUpfiMi lonf ^ tiMTOtber ff iletatrvkuSyt^^ 
mch iUoli iKlocity» Hhiit, ^ftor many a 4i#Mle6 
atteitipt ^.t1miv«r H> I mi oWicc4.to til 
^omi h8tc4iea4ed» H>Ji^^Huii dm«t$oti of llie 
ipeantesi. ThD lAft -tutw { .ftMtfid m^^ in 
thefe diftrefsful circumAnivofii,. ib^ «kkft ^ei» 
a fprlghtly mifchievoas jade, ftepped brifkly up 
to mci an4 ,f rpmifeJ to 4«florc «iy wjgp iif 
J would play her a tuxic on a jmall Bute iObe 
faeld in her l^nd« I inftantly applied k to my * 
1^^ tatu) bl^wii^ Juftily into it» to my incon- 
ci^vablc farprife, was inHnediatdy cboakcd and 
blinded ^ith a cloud of £x^t,. that id^ued froiA 
every hob in the in&rum^nt* The jfonog^ 
f^t of tbe i^osppai^ died^r^d . I bad not .t%^au^ 

tb«^ 



the ^'Onditfenift 2^ f^fvM «0 ^AirrenUr BAjrivig^ 
but th^ f^d^tf ¥fko M^ A r^ll^ fcfui^^ofifiBc^t^ekii^ 
nefs about him, infifted on its being delivered 
up $ and protef^ed that he neyer knew the iftt^ci^ 
jfj^i^ fetter i^rfonn^ in his Jifie. , ; / 

ft#d nofifcttfiljr #iA^^, 'ytt l^ftaH rid^r Ab*A!k 
M ihiife itidig^t^ -^llh j^atk;i1b^$ ''ciH I Ifa^ 
IktisM iMtefelvi! thfcfe. Bveft 'flife ^M-ihti» 
Irf ttjy Sd^ifitiWde, vWbi oifc'Wbdltl tttrftr,, 
l^ht hivfc a ¥eBd#^feain^ Kf a mth^V M 
dflk^ ebrtfj^ft -#hb t^^if hiedss to hahi^ 
illd'Ibitrittft n*: -ttttd it ii tfeJt^ Ate^^^nJ^ti 

ftfcrftie fuit I tel* }& tKfe WbrW^'by pliiftiilg 
due fldrl« -rt^ irtdg^ttict? \i«Hai a reti-ifaf poktK 
I Mil, 'tty rdfditm^fti 6t Wi* WJUi^ ip<ras fo 
Ai^, <hj^ i a^tefi^iiM t(f )5hn1ffif it^ieiSlhg 
lte.<*fthd«^)' 4rM<^^tni^ fefebd I '^fettM heVti^ 

ike fiit«mtJt«f. ^T!« ftthKaalif/lidVeWfi 

#hfcli Tbbt«ntd By ^lhk'iriiirfi*delfC ^f^Wrige^ 
iPirM AiUth like t;trh^t i rtidk d^ bo^ir'fads t)H 
finffittg himfcif rtrh rttfotigh tte tdify by tfe 
fcoundrcl who had offended hint, ^mf u^fp^t 
]ip was transExcd with a large coikin pin 
li^ich ih :tbt fru^ ihs> had vbit^ti filtd Iter 
Month i^ wdlitcslbt hot, tiuil fiM^ 61^ €Mi 
E 6 memotem 
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mumonm laMs mtam (the mark of this Jtulas^ 
kifi) from: ail old maid to the grave with me* 

These misfortunes, or others of the fame 
kind, I encounter dail/: but at thefe feafoni 
of the year, which give 9^ fan^on to this kind 
of praQical wit^ and w^^n .every n^an thinks ' he 
has a right to oitertain hioiielf at his friend'4 
expence, I live in hourly apf>rehenfioRs of more 
mortif;^g adveatures. . No* miferable. dungh^ 
cock) devoted a yi£ldm to ihe wanton cruelty 
of the moby. would be more temped at d;^ 
approach of a Sbropg-Tu^^Vy were he eiidae4 
with human, rfafon and^forecaft^i th^ I am at 
the approach of a merry Chrifimi of the Firft 
pf Jpril* No longer ago than . laft 7kur/daj^ 
which was the lattisr of tliefe fefiivals, I wat 
peftered with mortifymg pr^t^^s ff ^ t^ k4if8 1 
obliged to pay thcf carrj^gf joC lalC 3 dcfS&e^ 
oy&er-barrek.ft^0fd with b^ck^^t«, (fi||4>^m 
{MuJcets by the po(l oonta^ing ncitl^ifig but.ojd 
news-papers. But; what vexed mcf^hp imoft, 
was the being fent fifty miles out of town, 
pn that day, by a coumerfeit expre& from a 
dying relation* > \ ., ' i.r \' : 

} COULD not help refieAing, with a figb,^ off 
the lefembUbce bfit«lf)cen the tmagkialy grie Vance 
: of 
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of poor Tomiri the^ tragedy of Liary and thofe 
whidi I leallj: experienced. I, like liini, was 
Jed thiough ford and whirlpool, o*er bog and 
tpiagnuiHe $ and thotigh knives were not laid 
under my pillow, minced horfe-hair wa»Arewed 
u|ion. my.ibeets*': like him, I w^ made it ride 
on an hard - trotting horfe through- the moft 
dangerous ways, and found, at the end of my 
journey^, that I had only beeacoui£ng my own 

Ihado.Wv . . ,. ., _. ; . r. , 

As nmck affu6^rer as^l^adt l^ the behavioiiir 
of the woment iii general,^ I muft not foi^ to 
tremarkt that the pestncfs and fiiucinefs: of an^ oM 
moid i^ particularly x>fFenfive : to me. I cannot 
kdp thinkings that the virginity of thefe ancient 
mifibs it at leaft as ridicubus as my own 
ceUbacy. If I,aln to be . condenmed for- iiaving 
never made an ofier, they are as much to blame 
for having; never ^ac^epted one : if I am to be 
derided -for Jbaviiig, never ,married» wl|o .nev^r 
attempted to;niake a coqqueft; they are mone 
properly the obj^s of derifion, who^are Aill 
umnarried, after having made (o many. Num- 
berlffi^ ;are the proppfals they =^av)e reje^ec^, 
acfpcdi»ig.tO| their own, account: apd they ai;e 
eternally boafting ;of the havock they have for* 
ni^rly iqade among, the. knights^ bayonets, an4 

Yquires, 
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^itirc^ jat JSab^ "ttOtiri^, and .%^( .i^hUr 
n ^a»f)Hi flMd^gal .pcfbaps « M|i,t>r;hAv m 
Ike portrait of ta oUity-dhoekied gdndeinlm 16 
fetjntik-wbke periwig, are <ke 'only ramiakf; 
twooTt^ of thoTe ^iHit^ vrWah.are bow witMroi 
ilkt dhe .fliort^ivcd rpfe^ aol have ^otiil]rkft(t|ic 

afraid to truft you with the publication tftf tbb 
epiilit : the ladies, whom I laft mentioned, will 
im::ib :<KaQie0itedlisoh:feidfiii^;)iG^ AuxJ Auft 
#xpeftjio<qiiatler at tUdrimiids: for t\m< fadbrt^ 
ClDce .they, are gctaccafly as , Hftlei JdcliAed «• 
ftfogtvtntk if! ckeifioMtages al ibey.wqreitapilf 
mxd<map9Acm in their you^ (>ie in^idDt^ 
Jb»wevf% it^eftmry inrhiGb^ if^put in enecdlMii. 
fritt«CeAliall^ feeteame Iron their ItfentocdkiL i 

^ I sMAtL be tap^,rffi€r^M^, lE fcy ydnf 
iiltairts I hiaybeprtnltttaWWfetin the htdfe*; 
Ifat ^ fcfty th trtttnrf a»^ tfccy tfiblkltie, h ISf iWl 
ihit>olBbl6 biit by a iHtte gentler tretittnent ttnnn 
I 'have hkhertotort with^ I may lit hum«fflWl 
Mtb'aurhufbmi.v As ^ indiioedt^t to^tfatoi t6 
VifieiM: me ftoni^prifeht tinedy^cirtuWfettitt^i 
ybii may affiite thfem, thit 1 *m irfenit*f\ttf fo 
exceeding traat^lt by ditt viffiWere difc^^ 

1 have 
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I have undergone, that they may mould and 
fathion liie fo their minds wltli eaft ; and 
confeqaentl}', that bj marryhvg me, a woman 
will fave herfelf all that trouble, which a wife 
of any ^irit is obliged to take with an mux^f 
hufband, who is abfurd eooi^h tp «ii^6£b irtfm 
iier a ftrkft performance of the marriage vow> 
even in the very minute artick of obcdfencc r 
that, lb &r from oontfftdiding a kuly, I fenlV 
be migh^ ^w^ fmahoi if Ae oonvcnts t»erit!f 
with contradiding me : that, if I happen at^aiijL 
time madveitently to thwart her ihclinatioJl|s,. 
I Aall think my fe^fn^htly ferved, if Ihe boxe» 
my earsj fpits in my face, or treats upon my 
corns : that if I approach hei lips, when flic is 
not in a kifling humour, I Ihall expe£l fbe will 
bite me by the nofe j oi^ if I take her by the 
hand in an improper fealbn, that Ihe will ia- 
ftantly begin ^ to ,piQch,^raLch, ami daw^ and 
apply her fingers to thofe purpofes, which they, 
were certainly intended bjr nature to fulfil^ Add 
10 thefe accompUflimentSa {o rcquifue to make 
the married ftate bap^y, that I am not much 
turned of fifty, can tie on my craviu, . faften ftr 
button, Of mend an hok in my fiockiAg without, 
any afliftance. i 1 -i 

1 am. Sir, your humbk Semtit^ - 

CHRJSTOPHfiR IrONSIJOE/ 
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Numb. CXVI. Thur/day^ Jpn'l 15, 1756. 

Def^icere unde qucas alfos, paffimquc viderc 
'Errare, atque viam palanterquaererc vitas/ 

LucRETr 

HfTi iddk Pufeffim^ and if s tribe <0i view, .. 
S^me tailing in^ tbeoldy anifmu imHKting neun 

T'HOSE p^tits, -.whp are uoable to give 
their fons an eftatc, regard the educating, 
them to one of the three great Profeifiohsof 
Law, Pbyii^, and Divinity, as putting them iii 
the high road to acquire one. Hence it happens, 
that nineteen parts out of twenty of our young, 
men are brought up with a view to Lambeth^ the 
Seals, 6t Warwick' Larie* But alas! their hopes 
and|eicpeflati'Qns of rifing by their ProfefSons 
are often; fruArated j and the furprifing numbers, 
engaged in nmning the fame race, neceffarily 
joftle one another. Fbr though the courts of 
juftice are tolerably fupplied with matters of 
litigation ; though there are many invalids and 
valetudinarians ; and though great part of England 
b laid out in church preferments ; yet there is 
not in all the kingdom fufficient matter for legal 
contention, to employ a tenth part of thofe, 

who 
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^ohitt been trafned to engrofs- deeds ih th«!r 
chambers, ' or to harangue ^t the bar : iVt numbeir 
of' patients l)ears lio proportion to the fwarms'cJf 
the Fkculeyi noif would it, thougha cbnfiJcatioli 
were to fit on every fick man, like carrion-fHds 
upon a^carcafe: >and the prodigious number of 
i-everend DMhes infinitely exceeds that of tho(b 
biihoprieks^' deaneries^ prebend), redories, vicar- 
ages, &c. i^hich, iktith they are ordained, they 
conceive it t6 be part of thdr hdly txfBce to filK 
From Ihefe frequent ftilures In eificb'of the 
ProfeiEons, the younger fons of great men oftea 
^wifh, that they had been permitted to difgraoc 
4he femily by fome rtoereantile, or more plebeiaa 
-eccupafioa; while dve Ion of the mechanic curies 
the pride of his fether, who, inftead Of fecurinfr 
him a livelihood in his own bufinds, hasr con- 
tlMified him to ibrve in pddding-fleeves^ tHstt 
he may do honour to his relations by being » 
gentleman. 

The TTnee Profdfions being thusi erouded 
with more candidates for bufineis and preferment, 
th^ caa po^bly be employed or promoted, has 
occafioned (everal irregularities in die conduft 
of the followers of each of them. The utter 
impoffibility of fupporting^ themfelves in the ufual 
method of pra6Ufing Law,* Pbyfic, or Divinity, 

without 
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.]^oist «c)icptii, fs^esfts^ :4j;i[ ,p2ifi\ttAomf^ kts 

•j^9^,fiE;f^>oMt| ^w. w^ios. and' hvancb^* : Ttie 

^pux^-^^olJcjkCf^P^bo 'finds i^e J^s^ -ifDX-hjqg t^ 

4IQ9 now he is out -of hJB clerkilnP) 'offers his 

^AflUlanpc;, in the ^an&^ian-of all i«w-affaif8^ 

^y the, pHbliQ fpap^cs, >and,< like the iidy^ifiiig; 

taylors, ^pcoaiifes to work cheaper thuf^ ^9ii^y<sf 

iiis bnethren,^ while ^e young; J^arrifter^ afier 

baA^if^ qi^bked .i^is^ tye-'W% an Wefi^^ft^^ 

MpUi ducicfg ^eral. tcjvnit to po ^pmpofty is 

4>bliged to forego the hope of rivalling Murttif 

rftnd ^^i^, and content hinafelf with being 'the 

xuade of tl^e. couns ^of Car^Stia, ^r ,^^0maUtL. 

Ji^hc Graduate intMedicin^ fUldil)g;hiiftfelf iHir 

/olicited fftr pefc^rfptipfi . o|; {-advicet/alid -kMy rto 

.^acve tfy ,pra(3i^g j^yfic Jicwftdim ^^tem, :^m 

in the face -of the ppl^ge,;fnd ^yofisflcsf^ r^re 

all difeafes l^y; j|t^r«7ffx unmenti^ned in the 

difpenfatory. He commences a thriyii^ quack9 

and foon makes his way through the important 

medical degrees oE walUng on foot, riding on 

horfeback, difpcnfii|g his drugs from an one- 

"horfc chaiie, and UfllyJol ling in. a chariot, THe 

Divine, w'ithr^ut living, cure, or Ic£^^^cfhip, may 

perhaps incur tranfportation for illegal marriages, 

ftt uj> a theatrical oratorical -£;7i/>i^^/^ chapel 

'under the ftidtcr 4^i the tolcution-a^ft and the 

byichers 



hutdiecs of ChmerMkriit^ or kutdle itbe 4$m^ 



'BvT^ndHyifhflfnndmg -theft <fli^pots, ingrilVfa, 
at k vrere, 'inttytftc^mam boBy <flr*thie?*mWBor»^ 
it 18 ftin mp<^iHle >fbr 'the vift nntfttitutfe *6f 
IDivine, I>aw7er8, end ^Ph^rTi^iahs to mainftim 
tbemfelvesy Bt4any'F0te, w^tMn the'palt trf" their 
refpc£Uire otnployniena. They 'hove eiWn been 
compelled, at leaft, to^cail irtadv^cntiticitt onea, 
and have lemetitnes totally abandoned 'their 
original undertaking^. They *harc frcqueritly 
made mutual tranfitions 'into ^he occupations of 
eoeh fothi^^ or liaVe 'paliaps enibraced other 
tKBk^tffxtiM»\ wbi^h, though diftindl from ^ 
three, and nol ufoally iJigntfied ivith the title 
of Profeffions, may fairly be confidered in tha( 
Ijg^t s 4iRce tb^y Are the ^ible means of fiipport 
tO: tmaniy thoufonds, who totkd in vain for a 
iiibT^e^ce- i^ ^ ti)e thnee C^tal Ones. On theft 
^rof^ooe, and their var ique ioUowers, I &aU 
1^^ giakjsfomeobiervauoiiSc. 1 

/ .J . ■'. ' . ■ . - > r " : 1 

The firft of thefe Pro&ffions is an miithisr» 

The mart ofdkfcratim^ », indeed, ioneiof)the^ 

chief j-efarts lof unbeneficed Divines, mtA 'Law«« 

]FeiB and Pfayficians 'without pmdiee. Ttsn^e |ire^' 

at 
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at preient in the world of Audu)rSy Dodori 
of PhyfiC) who, (to ufe the phrafe of one of - 
them) have no great fiitigue from the hufinefr- 
of then: profeffion: many Clergymen, whofe 
fermons are the moft incopfiderable part of their 
compoiitions : and feveral Qentlemeiv of die 
Inns of Court, who, inftead of driving the ()uiU^ 
over (kins of parchment^ le^ il through alL 
the mazes of modem novels, critiques^ ' audi 
pamphlets^ M^ny likewiie have embraced this: 
Pro^ffio^ who were neves; hred to any other :• 
and I might alfo mentipn the many bankrupt 
tradcfmen and broken artificers,^ who daily enter 
into this new way of bufmefs, if, by perfuing it 
in the fiipie mechanical manner 9$ tbetr^ formfir^ 
occupations, they might not rather ^ legarded as« 
fbllpwing a trade, than 9 Piofeffio9« 

The fecond of thefeProfeffions is a Player. 
The ingenious gentlemen, who afliime the per-' 
Ions of the Drama, are compofed^of a& great a* 
variety of charaders as thoie they repreftnt.- 
The hiftory of the ftage might aflTord manj^ 
inftances of thofe, who in tbi trade of death. 
Wight have fiain mmy have yet condefcended 
to deal counterfeit, flaughters iibm> their right 
hands, and adminifler hamdefs phials andl>owls>, 
of poifixu We might, read, alfo of pcrfons, 

virhofc 
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-whoie fift» were intended to beat the ** drum 
« ecdefiaftic," who have, with unexpe6bd fpi- 
rit become ^theatrical volunteers* Tn regard 
to the Law, many, who were originally da* 
^gned to manifeft their talents for elocution in 
fFefirmnfter-hall^ have difplayed them in Drury^ 
JLane v and it may be added, on theatrkal au* 
,thortCy, that 



'Not i^en • Attorneys ba<ve-ihis rage nmthftood^ 
'But changed their pens for truncheons y ink for bloody 
jiftdfftrange reverfe l^^dfd for their country* s^good. 



1 



I WILL not fo far affront thofc gendemcn, 
who were ever engaged in the ftudy of the 
three honourable .Profeffions of Law, Phyfic, 
and Divinity, as to fuppofe that any of them 
liave ever taken up die more fafliionaUe employ* 
ment of a Pimp: yet it Is certain, that this is a very 
conunon and lucrative Profeffion, and that very 
many provide themfelves with the neceflaries of 
life, by admimftering to the pleafores of others. 
A convenient couiin, After,* or wife, has fome- 
dmes proved the chief means of making a fortune; 
and the tongue of flander has often ventured to 
affirm, that the price of procuration has been 
paid with a place or a biihoprick. 
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THfi oBofti advantJigecKis and geittesl of' all 
Ffpfrfflomts Gamtag? WhomrercVMll tMktiYAs 
kkme .his flodf, wiU find k tte readti^ft^ Wtiiy 
Kl^ ri(thBSit aodttnoft cetiaio pafl)>oit ta rticbtft 
Co«qoiaD7»: fovitheipoltie woddlwttl:atwfl)rst^Nh^ 
90^, on« to thticfiBCMtj^ wto wiH cdidefcend 
t^ Uhi» idwtr nooey. l(he^ Mlowera of this 
Profeffion are very numerous/. whicH i*, , imfeed, 
no wonder, when we refleft on the numbers 
ft fupporta^ id Q»f« a«(l afflM^DOc^.at: tto gre^t^ 
fains- thau paffWf^ the cairf* or^ coggiftg the 
6ite^ awj'iw* mere- rifle than bdng fonwifm^ 
tweaked by the nofe, or kicked out of company : 
bp6d«$>4whictK.thi$-Rpf£tffi©n daily tect^ wee aew 
Itiftr^ ftOTO th^ miwy; P«r^<HiP of€|Uftlky, tk«t 
f^iJthotmitf.aiid cw>iui'intoritiwiA^muchetgCT^ 
ntbi aa int» the army^ Aim)ng;Gajn<^P« o»f 
aUb lie. f«wwl :lAI»yoi!tv.wWi ^tr.mooeibpbciog 
mtfti^irof att;tkeiC4feft m.Jitji^^^^i^^hfixhm 
]m»v«lo^e«if tMn ieeoifbd:tnttfaef'sc?cn«^ 
bsDofeft; Phjrfleiafi^ th«. chlrf ofc>a'of wh^fe 
^^^(KaQ^ft^, ia Uk <if cul^H^nr of dte\£i.0.^tabte| 
att4Pi«iite5i,/«ih<H» ^m.^ay^foppofo* wjw.hiwtcd 
aft;by*«fv»««A^t in^ » cQftaii^ a^NMy^.Milmtu 
air«»ns tilM Qttec \mmUfk if«ftiWng>faHifca^uW« 
f^,upQOidifl«» b^ tli»ughti&Jto«wiww*t^ itai 
it might poffibly.|>rewm.*h« Cl^gytfrtm pJ^JMftf 
at back-gammon. 

Bur 



BoT the more danjgr.thg^qiQie^hQnnur : antL 
th^^fbfe. Ao\ .R^Rf«g@Wvi» vniof c ^HfttiDijialab flian 
«h«t of- aft htghwayman. Who the fbttewcrs 
of this Profei&on are, and with what fuccefe 
%liey pradki^-fiff 1 wiH ftot pretcntf to rebate} 
as tile memoiH* of f^vetzf of thetti- have bfeen 
aheady penned by the Ordinary of Newgate^ 
and as it is to be hoped, tha(; the^Jiyes of all 
the prefent praftftioners will be written h^rpaft^ 
by that faithfal; hiftbrian^ I'lhaJl, therefore, 
only fay, that the preftnt fpiric.of diflphutenej^ 
and free-thmking muft^ unavoidably bring this 
honourable Prpfeijpn mo^^a and more into v^gu^ 
and that every Seflions .may. fbpn be expefljed lb 
afRrd an inttance of a GW<?w^^- High way mari. 



NUM B, 
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NvMB. CXVIL Thurfdofy April 2%, 1756. 

£rgo baud difficile eft perittiram arpeiTere fmnmaim 
i^ajicibus oppofitis, vel matris imagine frada. 

Juv. 

Here to the fpendibrift ready cajh is lent^ 
Onplate^ orrings^ orwtitcheSi cent. ^ cent. 
iHere^ from ifsfiame ttf enamelled portrait drawn^ 
The circling brilliants are received in pawn. 

I Have often amufed myfelf with confidering 
the mean and ridiculous (hifcs^ to which the 
extravagant are fometimes reduced. When the 
certain fupplies of a regular income are exhaufted, 
they are obliged to caft about for ready cafh, 
and fet the invention to work, in order to devife 
means of repairing their finances. Such attempts 
to enlarge their revenue have frequently driven 
thofe> whofe great fouls would not be curbed by 
Ae ftraitnefi of their circumftances, into very 
uncommon undertakings : they have fent lords 
to Arthur% jmd ladies to aflemblies, or fome- 
times worfe plades. We may fafely conclude, 
that whoever breaks through all ceconomy, will 
foon difcard honefty; though perhaps it might 
be deemed Scandaltm Mugnatum to aver, that 

prodigal 
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prodigal men of quality have often fold their 
country to redeem their eftates, and that ex-* 
travagant ladies have been known to make up 
the deficiendes of their pin-money by pilfering 
«id larceny* 

. One pf the firft and chief rcfources of ex- 
travagance, both in high and low life, is the 
Pawnbroker'si I never pafs by one of thefe 
ibops, without confidering them as the repofi- 
tories of half the jewels, plate, &c, in town. It 
iis true, indeed, that the honeft and induftrious 
are fometimes forced to fupply their neceffities by 
this method : but if we were to inquire, to whom 
the feveral articles in thefe mifcellaneous ware- 
houfes belong, we (hould find the greateft part of 
them to be the property of the idle and infamous 
among the vulgar, or the prodigal and luxurious 
among the gre^it : and if, in imitation of the 
ancients, who placed the Temple of Honour be- 
hind the Temple of Virtue, propriety fliould be 
, attempted in the fltuation of Pawnbrokers fcops, 
they would be placed contiguous to a gin-fhop^ 
as in the-ingenious print of Hogarth^ or behind a 
tavern, gaming- houfe, crbagnio. 

Going home late laft Saturday night, I was 

witnefs to a curious dialogue at the door of one 

Vol. IV. F of 
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of thefe boitfes. An boneft joumeyman cmc" 
foiter^ wbofe wife, it feems, had pawned bis 
bcft cloathS) having juft reccivied hh week's 
pay, was come to redeem them ; but, it being 
paft twelve o'clock, the man of theboyfe, wb« 
kept up the converfation by means of a little 
grate jn the door, rcfufed' to deliver them ; 
though the poor carpent^ be^ed hard for his 
holiday cloaths, as the morrow was Eafitr 
Sunday. This accident ted me to rtflefi oa 
the various perfons in town, l^ho carry od Ata 
kind of commerce with the pawnbrokers) aiul 
gave occafion to the foUowiog l>retm. 

I w*8 fcarcc afieep, be&M-e'I found myfclf at. 
the entrance of a blind alley, terminated by. a 
little hatch i where I faw a vaft toncourfe of 
people, of different ages, fcx, arjd condi- 
tion, going in and coming out. Sooae of 
thefe I obferved, as they went up^ very richly, 
draft ; and others were adorned with jewels and 
coftly trinkets : but I could not help remarking, 
chat at their return they were al! diveftcd df 
their finery i and feveral Kad even tfoeir gowns 
^ and coats ftript off their backs. A tady, who 
ftrutted up in a rich brocaded fuit, fneaked back 
again ia an ordinary fluff night-gown : a (ccond 
retreated with the loft of a diamond foHtaire and 

pearl 
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fCQxl necklace; and a thM, who had bundled 
up her whole ftock of linnJen, (b^rcc efcaped with 
whsK fhe had upon her back. I observed feveral 
gentlemen, who brought ibefr fideboards of 
plate, to be melted down, as it were, into cur- 
rent fpe^ie : many had their pockets dlfburthened 
of their watches 5 and feme, even among the 
military gemlen»en, were obliged to deliver up 
their fwords. Others of the company marched 
up, heavy laden with pidures, houfhold goods, 
and domeftic utenfils : one carried a fprt ; ano- 
ther brandiflled a gridiron 5 a third flourifhei a 
frying-pan ; while a fourth brought to my re- 
membrance the old fign of the Dog's Head in 
the Porridge-pot. I faw feveral trot up merrily 
with their chairs, tables, and other furniture: 
feut I could not help pitying one poor creature 
among the reft, who after having ftrrpt his 
whole houfc, even to his feather-bed, flalkcd 
along Kke a Lock-Patient, wrapt up in the 
Wankets, while his wife accompanied him doing 
penance in the (heets. 

As I was naturally curious to fee the infide 
of the receptacle, where all thefe various fpoils 
were depofitcd, 1 ftept- up to the hatch ; and 
meeting a grave old gentleman at the threfhold, 

dcfired him to inform me what place it was, 
F 2 and 
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and what bufinefs Was tranra£)ed there. He 
very courteoufly took me by the hand, and 
leading me through a dark paiTage, brought me 
into a fpacious hall, which he told me was the 
Temple of Ufury, and that he hkn(d{ was the 
chief prieft of it One pait of this building was 
hung round with all kinds of apparel, like the 
fale - (hops in Monmouth^tuet 5 another was 
Are wed with a variety of goodS) and refembled 
the brokers (hops in Harp-AlU^ ; and another 
part was furniihed with fuch an immcnfe quan- 
tity of jewds and rich plate, that I fhould rather 
have fancied myfelf in the Church of the Lady 
of Loretto. All thefe, xny guide informed me, 
were the offerings of that croud, which I had 
feen reforting to this Temple. The Churches 
in Roman-Catholic countries have commonly a 
crofs fixed upon them ; the Chinefe ercft dragons 
and hang bells about their Pagods ; and the 
Turkijh Mofques are diftinguiflied by Crefcents ; 
but I could not help taking particular notice^ 
that this Temple of Ufury had it's veftibule 
adorned with three wooden balls painted blue; 
the myftery of which, I was told, was as dark 
and unfathomable as the Pyikagorean number, or 
the fecret do6trines of TrifmegiJ}. 

When- 



NMI7. Thi CONNOISSEUR-.- 'iM 
When I had in fome meafurq iatisfied my 
curioflty, in taking a general furvey of the 
Temple, my inftru£lor led. me to an interior 
corner of it, where the moft fplendid offerings- 
were fpread upon a large altar. This Bauble,. 
faid he, (hewing me an elegant fprig of di^* 
mends, is an aigret, fent in laft week by a lady 
of quality, who has ever flnce kept home, with 
her head muffled up in a double clout, for a 
pretended fit of the tooth -ache. She has, at 
different times, made an offering of all her 
jewels : and, befidcs thefe, her whole wardrobe 
was very lately lodged here, which threw her 
into an hyfleric fever, and confined her to her 
bed-gown for upwards vof a month. Thofc 
ear-rings and other jewels, are the paraph£rnalia 
of a young bride 5 who was fo conftant a votary 
to this place, that, when nothing elfe remained 
for am offering, fhe even brought in her wedding- 
ring. You may be furprifed, perhaps, to behold 
fuch a variety of necklaces, girdle-buckles, foli- 
taires, and other female ornaments, as are here 
colleded: but it is obfcrvable, that their devo- 
tions in the Temple of Ufury have been chiefly 
encouraged and kept alive, by their alEfting at 
the midnight orgies of Avarice. 

F 3 Nor 



NeR are {bt getitlJemen, cominued he, Ms 
tticouragers of eur fkesv Tfkat gold watck 
Jitd fimg, for a confiderable fime, io the fob of 
a young man of quality ; but it was one atgHt 
jerked out by a finglc throw of the dice at a 
jaming-uble, and made ii*« way into the pocket 
of a ftranger, who phtced it here to keep com^ 
^ny with fcveral others, brought hither on it 
fiimilar occafion. Thofe brilliant buckles^ onee 
glittered on the (hoes of a very pretty frltew^ 
who frt out laft whiter on his travek irttafotcigrt 
parts, but never got further than Baulopte: and. 
that ftvord, with the rich filagree hift and ele- 
gantly-fancied fword-knot with goM taHels, once 
dangled at the fide of a fpirited Buck ; who fefb 
k here two years ago, when he went off in ± 
great hurry, to take poflcffion of a large eftate 
in his native country, Ireland^ whence he is not 
yet returned. Yoti may fee marty others of thefe 
inftruments of death, which ruft peacefully Inr 
their fcabbards, as being of no ufe whatever ta 
their owners : that which commonly hangs 
upon the vacant peg there, belongs, ^ou muflr 
know, to a noble captain: it is c^led upon 
duty once a month, and 13 at this inftant mount*- 
ing guard at St. Jamei*%^ 



Not 
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Not for from thcfe rich ornaments hung 
feveral ^mbrotdeced coats^ laced waiAcoata^ 
Piint i'EJpagm hats, &c. This fiiit, faid my 
venerable inftru£br, pointing to one rkhlj em- 
broidered, was made ttp for a noble lord on the 
laft Birth-dajr, aiid cotwejed hither the very 
next morning after he had appeared at conn. 
Thgt jemxsy waiftcoat with the gold worked 
bttttoo-holcs, on the next peg, was the property 
of a fmart templar, who, having fpent a nigl^iC 
•ut of his chambers,, fent his waiftcoat hither in 
Ihe morning, as a penitentid oifisring, by his 
landlady. As to that heap of camblet gowns, 
checked aprons, and coloured handkerchiefs^ 
which you fee ftrung together a littie further 
off, they are oblation« made here by a fcdk of 
maudlin votartei, who retort to this Temple, to 
pay their devotions to a Goddefs, whom they 
have chriftened Madam Gm, but whom they 
femetimes honour with the more proper appellor 
lion of Str^ nu Naiid^ 

While my conductor was thus relating the 
hiftory of the various offerings, and the perfons 
who bad made them, he was fuddenly called 
afide to a dark clofet ; feveral of which were 
erefted near the entrance, and appeared not 
imlike the confeifionals of the JUmi/b prieils. 
F 4 Thefe 
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Thefe little boxes, I found, were appointed to 

receive the votaries, who came to pay their 

devotions, and make thejr offerings : but the 

neceflary rites and ceremonies were commonly 

folemnized wHh as much caution and pri* 

vacy, as the myfteries of the B^mt Dea among 

the Romam. At prefent,. however, thcie was 

a greater noife and hubbub than ufuak A per- 

fon of the firft rank in the kingdom, who had 

made fome very confiderable oblations of gold 

and filver plate, was now about to celebrate 

a feaft in honour of B4Kchus^ in which, aa 

thefe rich utenfils would be requiCte, he prayed 

to have the ufc of them. The chief prieft, after 

having received the cuftomary fee, granted a dif* 

penfation for this purpofe, and loaded the mef- 

fencers with a number of wrought ewers, vafcs, 

and chargers; at the fame time commifiioning 

two or three of the inferior officials of the Temple 

to attend the celebration of the feaft, and to take 

care that 'the plate was dqly returned, and fafeljf 

lodged again in the Temple. 

These matters were fcarce adjufted, before 
an unexpe£led incident filled the whole Temple 
with confufion and diftgrbarjce. A rude trib^ 
of officers broke in upon us, put a ftop to the 
rites, and feized the chief prieft himfelf, charging 

hiiu 
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him wi:h having profaned the place by a crime: 
almoft as infamous a:r (licrilege. He was ac« 
cufed of having encouraged robbers, to ftrip the; 
citizens of their moft valuable elFe^is, and for 
a fmall reward to depafit them as offeriags*. 
The clamour on this occafion was very greats 
and at laft one of the officers, methought, feize4 
me, as a party concerned ; when endeavouring 
to clear myfelf, and ilruggling to get out of hb^ 
duthes, I awoke*. 
W 



Numb. CXVIII. ^hurfday^ April 29, 1 756^ 

Hxc StuUitiar parit civitates,. hac conftant im- 
peria,. magiftratus, religio, confilia, j^dicia,| 
nee aliud omnino eil vic^ humana, quam, 

' Stultitis lufus quidam.. , .Erasm.. 

Nonfenfis o^er empire*^ and o^erjlaits preftdes^ 
Our judgmenti counfeb^ lavjSy relipofiy guides y 
Ail arts and fciences defpotic rules- y 
And Life itfeifs a^ Dramay playd by Toob. 

THERE is no race of people, that \i%^ 
been more confpicuous,. in almoft every 
sclation of life, than the illuftrious family cf 
-NoNafiNS£- In every age of the world. theyj 
F 5 > Jiavcr 
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have (hone ibrtb with uncommon luftre^ and 
have made a wonderful progrefi in all the Am 
and Sciences. They have at difitrent feaibna 
delivered ^>eeche8 from the tbronet harangued 
a( the bar, debated ii> parliament, and gone 
amafttng lengths in pbilofophical eni|uiae$ and 
metaphyfical di(quifitions. In a word, the wholo 
hiftory of the worU, moral and politicalt is but a 
Cydo^dim (f NoNSiN5£« For which reafon^ 
confidering the dignity and importance erf* the 
family, and the infinite fervice it has been of ta 
me and many of my cotemporaries, I have re- 
fcdved to obHge the public with a kmd of abftraA 
of the hiftory of Nonsense* 

NoNSENSB was the daughter of Ignohancv^ 
begot on Falsehood, many ages ago, in a dark 
cavern in Boetia. As (he grew up, (he inhe* 
rited all the qualities of her parents : (he difco- 
vered too warm a genius to require being fent ta 
fcbool ; but while other dull brats were poring 
over an horn-book>(be amufed herfelf with fpread-* 
ing fantaftical lies, taught her by her mamma, and 
which have in later ages been familiarly known to 
i;9 under the names oiSham^ BanUr^ and Humbug * 
When (he grew up, (he received theaddrefTcs, and 
ft)on became the wife of Impudence*. Wha 
he was, or of what profrffion, is uncertain: 

(bme 
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tome fay he was the fon of Ignorance by 
another ventefy and was fuffercd to become the 
hufband of Nonsense in thofe dark ages of the 
world, as the Pi$limts of Egypt married their 
own fifters. Some record, that he was^ in th^ 
enny.; others, that he was an interpreter of the 
laws ; and others^ a divine. However i^is was> 
Nonsense and Imfuckencc were foon infe- 
parably united to each other, and became the 
founders of a more noble and numerous ^mily,. 
than any yet preferved on jiny tree of defbent 
%rhatfoever ; of whichs ingenious de\nce they were- 
&id to have been the firft inventors. ' 

It 15 my chief intent at prefent to record the 
great exploits of that branch of the &mily, wha 
have made themfelves femarkable in Bnglandp 
though they began to (ignalize themfelves very 
early, and are. ftill very HburMbing in moil parts 
^ the world. Many of them were Egyptian. 
Friefts four thoufand years ago, and told tho 
people, that it was religion to worfhip dogS|^ 
■aonkeys, and green leeks r and their dcfcendants^ 
prevailed on the Greeks and Romans to build 
temples in honour of fuppofed deities, who were,, 
in their own eftimation, of them, whcres an4 
whore » mongers, pick- pockets and drunkards. 
Otbera^ rofe up ibme ages after in Turkey^ and" 
B t psriuaded 
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perfuaded the people to embrace the do^rine o€ 
bloodihed and of the fword, in the nana of tb^ 
moji merciful God: and others have manifefled 
their lineal defcent from Nonsense and Impu-^ 
D£NC£> by affirming that there ts no God at alk 
There were alfo aQK>ngibem many fhrtwA phi'^ 
lofophers; fome of wh6m» though they were 
racked with a fit of the ftone» or laid up with a 
gouty toe, declared that th^ felt not the leaft 
^egree of pain ; and others would not truft their 
own tjKS^ but wb^n ihey faw an horfe or a 
dog, could not tell whether it was not a chair 
or a table, and even made a doubt of their own 
cxiftence. 

We have no certain account of the progrefs 
of Nonsense, here in EnglanoL, till afwr the 
Reformation^ All we hear of her and her pro- 
geny befoie that period of time b^ that they led 
a lazy life among the monks in cloyfters and 
convents, dreaming over old legends of faints> 
drawing up breviaries and mafs - books, and 
ftringing together fome barbarous Ltf///i verfes 
in rhyme. In the days of Queen Elizabeth^ fo 
little encouragement was given to her family, 
that it fcemed to have been almoft cxtinft : but 
in tie fuccceding reign, it flouriihed again, and 
iHil^i the moil confidcrable offices in the nation. 

NONSENSft 
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Nonsense became a great favourite at court> 
where Ihe was highly careffcd on account of her 
wit, which confifted in puns and quibbles ; and. 
the bonny monarch himfelf was thought to take 
a more than ordinary delight in her conv^rfation. 
At this time, many of her progeny took orders,, 
and got themfelves preferred to the beft livings^ 
by turning the Evangelifts into punfiers, and 
making St. Paul quibble from the pulpit,. 
Among the reft, there was a bifhop, a favourit© 
fon of Nonsense, of whom it is particularly 
recorded,^ that he ufed to tickle his courtfy audir 
ence, by telling them that matrimony was be-- 
come a matter of monej^ with many other^ right 
• reverend jefts recorded in Joe Miller.. Several 
brothers of this family were likewife bred to the^ 
bar, and very gravely harrangued againft old 
women fucked by devils in the fliape of ram-cats,. 
&c. As an inftance of the profound wifdom and. 
fagacity of the legiflature in thofe days, I need only 
mention that juft and truly pious a£l of parliament 
made againft the crying fin of witchcraft, i Jac. I. 
chap. 1 2. Such as Jhall ufi invocation or conjuror 
tion of any evil fpirit^ or Jholl confulty covenant, 
withf enfertain, em^loy^ fie or reward any evil 
fpirit to any intent^ or take up any dead perfon or 
part thereof to be ujed in w'.tchc*afty or have ufed 
4my of the faid artSy whereby any perfon Jhall he 

mie<k. 
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iiihd^ cm^mud, «r hmd in bis $r her h$tfy^ tbfjf^ 
Ugither with their acujforiis bifrn ib§ fa^^ JbaU 
fi^iff m fdrns^ withtut hifufit 9f <krgf. 

In the troublerome times of King &)arUi tbe 
FirjR:, Nonsense aiid her family ikied with tiie 
Parliament. Thefe fet up new fefts in religion : 
fome of them ctx>pt their hair (hort, and called 
themfelves the Enlightened \ fome fell inta 
trances, and pretended to fee holy vi/tons ^ 
while others got }nto tubs, and held forth wittv 
many wbtmngs, and groans, and fnuffling through*^ 
the nofe. In the merry days of King CharUs thc^ 
Seoond,. Nonsense afllraied a more gay and 
Kbertiiie air; and her progeny, from fanatics^, 
became downright infidels.. Several courtiers pf 
the family wrote lewd pltiys, as well as lufclous^ 
love-fongs, and other loofe-verfes, which were 
collected together, and greedily bought up in 
mifcellanies. In the fucceeding reign, fome of 
ll]% kindred, who had received their education 
at St. Omersy thought thcmfclvcs on the point 
of eftablifliing. Nonsense in church and ftate, 
and were preparing to make bonfires on the occa- 
Son in SmlthfieU, when Aey were obliged to leavct 
ihfi kingdom. 

SlNCB 
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Si Hex the ReroIutiofT, the field of Polktcs^ 
has afforiled large fcope for Nonsense and her 
family to make thcmfeivcs remarkable. Hence 
arofe the various k&s in party, diflinguiihed by 
the names of fPTfig and Tiry, Minifterial and 
yacobiie^ Sufubrlandians^ OxfoydioHs^ Godolphimaniy 
BolingbrMans^WalpoUans^ PeWimlans^ let. &c, &c. 
names, which have kindled as hot a war ia 
pamphlets and journals, as the GuJpb$ and 
GibiUrus in //o^, or the Big and Ucde En^ant^ 
ki the kingdom of LilSput^ 

I HAVE here endeavoured to give a fliort 
abridgement of the hiftory of Nonsense ; though 
- a very fmall part of the exploits of the family 
can be included in {o compendious a chronicle*. 
Some of them were very deep fcholars, and 
filled the Profeflbrs Chairs at the Univerfities*. 
They compofed many elaborate difiertations, to 
convince the world, that two and two make 
four ; and difcovered, by dint of fyllogifm, that 
white is not blacks Their inquiries in Natural 
Philofophy were no left extraordinary : many 
(pent their lives and their fortunes in attempting 
to difcover a wonderful Stone, that fliould turn 
every bafer metal into gold; and others em- 
ployed themfelves in making artificial wings, 
by the help of whtcli they (bould fly up into 

the 
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the world of the moon. Another branch 6f 
the famBy took to the BelUs Lettns^ and were 
the original founders of the learned fociety of 

r N E V E R was any aura in the annats of 
Nonsense more illuArious than the prefent;. 
nor did that noble family ever more fignally 
dtftingHiih itfelf in every occupation* In Ora- 
toiy, who are greater proficients than the pro* 
geny of Nonsense ? Witncfs many . long and* * 
eloquent fpeeches delivered in St. Stephen^ 
Ci^elj in IVefimlnfler - Hall^ at Aflizes and 
Quarter - Se{fion3, at Clare, - Market^ and the- 
Robin- Hoed, — In Philofophy, what marvellous, 
things have not been, proved by Nonsense ? 
The fometime Profcflbr of Aflronomy at Grejbam^ 
College fhewed Sir Ifaac Newton to be a mere . 
afs, and wire-drawed the book of Mofes into a. 
complete fyftem of Natural Philofophy : Life- 
guard-meft have, with the utmoft certainty of 
Nonsense, foretold Earthquakes; and others-^ 
have penned curious. Effaya on Air- quakes, 
Water quakes, and Comets^^-^In Politics, how 
fuccefsfuUy have the fons of Nosnense bandied • 
about the terms of Court and Country ? Hovr ^ 
wifely have they debated upon taxes? And 
wth what aojazing; [)enetration did they but^ 

lately. 
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kudy forefe^ an Iiwaf^oil^irt-Iri Rcligioiif their 
dcin^aui is part^rukHy;; cstQufiyc : for, i though 
<Nq)»s£NS£ k e)cchid6di>;iit kaft from the iirft 
jpart of rte fervi€e> in all regular churches, yejl 
flie offcen pc<;upics the Whole ceremorty at the 
T^b^f:n5^1e and Foundery in Moorfitlds^ and the ' 
Ch^jel \i\^Ldng-Acre. But fpr the crpdit of fo 
police an^ ^ge, be ic known, that the: children 
of NoNSBNs?, who are many of them people 
of fafhion, are as often feen at the Flay- houfe 
as at Church : and ic is fomet^ng /Irange, thstt 
the family of Nonsense is now divided againft 
itiielf, and in high conteft about the .management 
^f their favourite amufemcnt— the OpeHa. 
T .. ^ 
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Plenus rimarum fum, hue et illuc pecfluo*. 

Ter. 

* Lea^y at bottom \ if thofe chinks youjiopy 
In vain \^-the Secret will rUn o^er at top*. 

THERE is no mark of our confidence 
taken more kindly by a friend, than the 
intrufting him with a Secret % nor any which he 
is fo likely to abufe. Confidants in general 

are 
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are like cnxf fire^Iocki, which are^io fooRcr 
dw^ mi cocked, fhsui the fpnui giv«s wsyv 
smd the fcjporc inHnedUndy ioHows. Happy to 
hive been thought worAy the eoniidttice of one^ 
friend, they are impatient to maviifeft their im^ 
portance to amnhcr: 'tUI botwcea them and 
their friend, and their friend's frknd, Ihe whcJe 
matter \s prefcntly kncrwn te aS $urfrH9tds nmnd 
iht ff^rdk. The fceret eatch^, as it were, by 
cMtaA, and like ekflrical matter breaks ferd^ 
from every link m Ae chain, aiineft at the ftme 
tnidaiit. Thus the iwhole Exchange may bb 
Anmtk imo a bar to-monovr, by what wa^ 
wbifpened ki the middle of Mar&mu^ Dium 
this morning; and in a week*); time the ftreets^ 
may ring with the intrigue of a woman of 
feflHon, bell ow ed oat from the foul mouths of 
the hawkers, though at prefent it is known ta 
no creature living, but her gallant and her wait* 
Ing-maid. 

As the talent of Secrefy is of fo great im* 
portance to fociety, and the neceffary commerce 
between individuals cannot be fecurely carried 
€n without it^ that dus deplorable weakneft 
ihouid be fo general is much to be lamented. 
You oaay as wdi pour water into a funnel, or 
a fieve, and exped it co be retaiaed there, as 

commit 
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commit any of por cofncems ti» (b flipptiy » 
companion. It it ranaHoAie, tkM m tbofr tnett 
wiMt honrci tbus^ koA the facuky of ceteoODn, the 
defire of hetng commanicattve i&alv«ay9 meft poe^ 
vtleM, where k is leaft to be jufiified. If dse^ 
ace entrufled withra matter of no great raameat^ 
aiairs of more coisfequence w& perha^ 19 a few 
hours ibi^ it intiifely out of their thoughts> : 
but if any thing, be <klivefed (o tbeoa widb ast 
air of earneftnefs, a low voice, and the gefture 
of a man in terror foe thei coofequejuce of ic'e 
being known \ if the door i& bolted, and every 
precaution taken to prevent a furprift ; ' however 
tb^ may procnife fircrefys and howevev tbey 
WBOf tateftd it» the weight upoa their minda wt)l 
be fo cxtcemely oppreffive, that it wi^l eertaifdy > 
put theif toogvea in notioii. 

Tnt% breach of trvft, U> untverikt zmm^ 
U89 if perhaps in great meafuns owing to our 
education. The fird lefibn our lilde maftert 
and mifies are taught, is to become Mabs a«K| 
tell-tales ; they are bribed to divulge tho petty 
Intrigues of the family below ftairs to papa and 
mamma in the parlour, and a doU or an hobby* 
horfe is generally the encouragenKst of a pro- 
peniky^ whieh could fcarcely be atoned for hy 
a whipping. As foon as chiUren can lifp out 

the 
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the little intelligence tbey have picked up in the 
hall or the kitchen, they are admired for their 
wit : if the butler has been caught kiffing the 
houfekeeper in his pantry, or the footman de* 
tefled in romping whh the chambermaid, away 
flies little Tommj or Bttfy with the news { the pa* 
rents are loft in admiration of the pretty rogue's 
underftanding, and reward, fuch uncommon in^^ 
geauity with a kift om fugar-plumb* 

Nor does an inclination to Secrecy meet 
with lefs encouragement at fchod. The go- 
vcmantes at the boarding-fchool teach mifs to 
be a good gir), and tell them every thing flie 
knows : thus, if any young lady is unfortunately 
difcovered eating a green apple in a corner, if 
(be is heard to pronounce a naughty word, or is . 
caught picking the letters out of another mifs's 
(ampler, away runs the chit» who is fo happy as 
to get the ftart of the reft, fcreams out her in- 
formation as (he goes ; and the prudent matroa 
chucks her Moder the chin,, and tells her that ihe 
is a good girl> and every body wUl love her« 

The management of our young gentlemen is 
equally abfurd : in moft of our fchools, if a lad 
is difcovered in a fcrape, the impeachment of an 
4K:ccf9plice, as at the Old Bailey^ is made the 

i condition 
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xronditbn of a pardon. I remember a boy,, en- 
-gaged in robbing an orchard, who was unfortu- 
nately taken prifoner in an apple- tree, and con- 
dueled, under the ftrong guard of the farmer and 
his dairy-maid, to the mafter's houfe. Upon 
his abfolute refufal to difcover his aflbciates, 
the pedagogue undertook to la(h him out of his 
fidelity ; but finding it impoflible to fcourge' die 
fecret out of him, he at laft gave him up for 
an obftinate viliajn,t and fent him to his father, 
who told him he was ruined, and was going 
to difmherit him for not betraying hb ichool- 
fellows. I muft own I am not fond of thus drub- 
bing our youth into treachery ; and am much 
more pleafed with the requeft of Ulyjfes^ when 
be went to T'royy who begged of thofe who were 
to have the charge of TeJemachm^ that they would 
above all things, teach him to be jufl", fincere^ 
faithful, and U hep a Secret. 

Every man's experience muft have fumifhed 
him with inftances of confidants who are not to 
be relied oq, and friends who are not to be trufl- 
cd J but few perhaps have thought it a charadler 
fo well worth their attention, as to have marked 
out the different degrees into which it may be 
divided, and the different methods by which Se- 
crets are communicated^ 

Njbd 
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Ned Trusty is a tell-tale cf a very fii^W 
4und. . Having Ibme fenfe of bis duty, he he*- 
fitates a littk at the bceach of it, if he engages 
jiever to ^tter a fyllaUey be mofl pun^ually per* 
fonns his promiTe ; but then be has the knack df 
in&nuatiag by a nod and a ibnig well-timed, or 
a feaibiuble leer, as much as others can convey 
in exprefe terms. It is difficult, in fiiort, to de- 
tcmitfie, whether he is more to be admired for his 
oefoiution in not mentiomng, or his ingenuity in 
^Kicbfmg a Secret. He u sdfo excellent at a 
«« doubtful phrafe,'* as Hamlet calk it, or an 
^ amb%uous giving oirt ;** and his converfstioii 
coalifls chiefly of iiich broken inuendoes, as 

Or, \f.lUfi tojptak-^r^ thtrt he^ an \ftbtrt might, l^c^ 

Here he generally ftops ; and leaves it to his 
iiearers to draw proper inferences from thefe 
pifece-meal prcmifes. With due encouragement, 
however, he may be prevailed on to flip the pad- 
lock from his lips, and immediately overwhelms 
you with a torrent of (ecret hiftory) irt^ich nifbes 
forth with more violence for hiving been (o long 
confined. 

PoOB. MeanweLl, though be never Fails to 
tranfgrefs, is rather to be pitied than condemned* 

To 
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To tfuft him wkb a Secret, is to fpoil his ap* 

petite, to break his reft, and to deprive him for 

a time of every earthly enjoyment. Like a m«i 

who travete ^itb his whde fortune in his 

pocket, be m terrifieJ if you approach bim, and 

immedfately fufpefts, that you come with a feio» 

liious intent to rob him of bis charge. If he 

ventures abroad, it is t6 walk in fomc imfre- 

(|uented [dace, where he is leaft in danger of an 

atlback. At home, he flruts himfetf tip from his 

family, paces to and fro in his cfhamber, and 

bas no relief but from muttering over to himfelf^ 

what be fengs to pubii& to the world; and 

would gladly fubmit to the office of (own-^ctyer, 

for the liberty of proclaiming it in (he market^ 

place. At length, however, wear}' of his bur* 

then, and refolved to bear it no longer, be con • 

figns k te tbe cuftody of the firft friend he meets, 

and returns to bis wife with a chearful zfpdSk^ 

mnd wondorfuHy altered for the better. 

CaHBLESS is perhaps equally undefigning, 
though not equally excufable. Intruft him with 
an affair of the utmoft importance, on the con- 
cealment of which your fortune and haptpineis 
depend : he hears you with a kind of half- 
attention, whiAles a favourite air, and ac- 
companies it with the drumming of his lingers 

upon 



rao 72# CONNOISSEUR. NM19. 
upon the table. As foon as. your narration is 
ended, or perhaps in the ipiddleof it, he a(ks 
your opinion of his fwordknot, damns his taylor 
lor having drefled him in a (^ufF-coloured coat^ 
inftead of a p^mpadour^ and leaves you in hafte 
to attend an audion \ where, as if he meant to 
difpofe of his intelligence to the beft bidder, he 
divulges it, with a voice as loud as the au(S^ioneer's: 
and when you tax him with having played you. 
falfe, he is heartily forry for it, but never knew^ 
that it was to be a Secret. 

To thefe I might add the charailer of th^ 
open and unreferved, who thinks it a breach of 
friendfliip to conceal any thing from his inti- 
mates ; and the impertinent, who having by dint 
of obfervation made himfelf mafter of your Secret, 
imagines he may lawfully publi(h thie knowledge 
it coil him fo much labour to obtain, and confiders 
that privilege as the reward dUeto his tnduftry» 
But I (hall leave thefe, with many other charac- 
ters, which my reader's own experience may 
fuggcft to him, and conclude with prefcribing, as 
a fliort remedy for this evil, — That no man may 
betray the council of his friend, let every ii>an 
keep his own. 

Numb. 
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Numb. CXX. Thurjday^ May 13, 1756. 



Judicium fubtile vidcndis artibus. -7-*- Hor, 

A fuMi fancy ^ and a judgment chqftty 
Ft am the nice mixture af a genuine Tqfie. 

TA ^ T E is at prefent the darling idol of 
the polite world, and the world of letters ; 
and^ indeed, feems to be confidered as the quint- 
efience of almoft all the arts and fciences. The 
fine ladies and gentlemen drefs with Tade ; the 
architedb, whether Gothic or Chtnefe^ build with 
Tafle \ the painters paint with Tafte ; the poets 
write with Tafte ; critics read with Tafte ; and, 
in (hort, fidlers, players, fingers, dancers, and 
mechanics themfelves, are all the fons and 
daughters of Tafte. Yet in thb amazing fuper- 
abundancy of Tafte, few can fay what it really 
is, or what the word itfelf fignifies. Should I 
attempt tp define it in the flile of a Connoijfeur^ 
I muft run over the names of all the famous 
poets, painters, and fculptors, ancient and 
modern ; and after having pompoufly liarangued 
on the excellencies of Apelles^ Phidias^ Praxiteles^ 
Angela^ Rubens^ Poujfm^ and Dominichinoy with a 
Vq l. IV. G word 
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word or two on all tq/leftd compofitions, fuch as 
thofe of Horner^ Virgil^ TaJJo^ DanU^ and Arioftoj 
. I (hould leave the reader in wonder of my pro- 
found erudition, and as little informed as before. 
3ut as deep learning, though more flaming and 
pompous, is perhaps not always fo ufeful as 
common fenfe, I (hall endeavour to get at the 
true meaning of the word Tafte, by confidering 
what it ufually imports in familiar writings and 
ordinary converfation. 

It is fuppofed by Locke^ and other clofe 
reafoners, that words are intended as figns of 
our ideas : but daily experience will convince 
us, that words are often ufed to exprefs no ideas 
at all. Thus many perfons, who talk perpe- 
tually of Tafte, throw it out as a mere ex- 
pletive, without an]^ meaning annexed to it* 
Bardolphy when demanded the meaning of the 
word accommodated^ wifely explains it by faying 
that " accommodated^ fir, is — a — a-^a — accommo^ 
«* dated^ fir, is as if one (hould fay — 2i-^accom* 
'" modated:** and if, in like manner, you a(k 
bne of thefe people ffOjat is Tafte ? they will 
tell you that ** Tafte is a kind of a fort of a— . 
«« a—a—; in (hort, Tafte is Tafte." Thefe 
talkers muft be confidered as abfolute blanks in 
converfation, fince it is impoffible to learn the 

explanation 
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explanation of a term from them, as they affix 
no determinate meaning to any expreffion. 

' Among men of fenfe, whofe words carry 
meaning in their found, Tafte is commonly ufed 
in one of thefe two fignifications. Firft, when 
they give any perfon the appellation of a Man 
of Tafte, they would intimate that he has a turn 
for the polite arts, as well as the lefler elegancies 
of life ; and that from his natural bent to thofe 
'ftudies, and his acquired knowledge in theai, he 
is capable of diftinguifhing what is good or bad 
in any thing of that kind fubmitted to his judge- 
ment. The meaning at other times implied by 
a Man of Tafte is, that he is not only fo far an 
adept in thofe matters, as to be able to judge of 
them accurately, but is alfo pofleffed of the fa- 
<:ulty of executing them gracefully. Thefe two 
fignifications will perhaps be more cafily con- 
<:eived, and dearly illuftrated, when applied to 
our Senfual Tafte, The Man of Tafte, ac- 
cording to the firft, may be confidered as a Bon 
Fivant^ who is fond of the diflies before him, 
and diftmguiflies nicely what is fayoury and dd- 
' licious, or flat and iniSpid, in the ingredients 6{ 
each : according to the fecond, he may be re- 
garded as the Cook, who from knowing what 
things will mix well together, and diftinguifliing 
G 2 by 
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by a nice Tafte when he has arrived at that 
happy mixture, is able to compofe fuch ex- 
quifite diflies. 

Both tbefe fignifications of the word wiU 
be found agreeable to (he followii^ definition 
of it, which I have fomewhere feen, and is the 
only juft defcription of the term that I ever re- 
member to have met with : ** Tafte confifts ia 
«^ nice harmony between the Fancy and the 
** Judgment." The moft chaftifed Judgment, 
without Genius, can never conftitute a Man of 
Tafte ; and the moft luxuriant Imagination, un- 
regulated by Judgment, will oidy carry us into 
wild and extravagant deviations from it. To 
mix oil, vinegar, butter, miUc, eggs, &c. inco- 
herently together, would make an Olio not to 
be reliftied by any palate; and the man who 
has no gout for delicacies himfelf, will never 
compofe a good difli, though he (bould ever fo 
ftri£Uy adhere to the rules of La ChapetUj 
Hannah Gkffi^ and Martha Bradky. I confine 
myfelf at prefcnt chiefly to that fignification of 
the word, which implies the capacity of exerting 
our own faculties in the feveral branches of 
Tafte, becaufe that always includes the other. 

Having 
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Having thus fettled what Tafte is| it may 
not be unentertaining to examine modern Tafl^ 
by thefc rules : and perhaps it will appear, that, 
on the one hand, it*s moft pleafing flights and 
ravi(hing elegancies are extravagant and abfurd ; 
and that, on the other hand, thofe ^who zSeA a 
corrcSt Tafte in all their undertakings, proceed 
mechanically, without genius. The firft fpeciec 
of Tafte, which gives a loofe to the imagination, 
indulges itfelf in caprice, and is perpetually 
finking new ftrokes, is the chief regulator of 
the fafliion. In drefs, it has put hunting-poles 
into the hands of our gentlemen, and ere£led 
coaches and wiiuknills on the heads of our 
lad'ej. In equipage, it has built chariots of 
papier machi^ ar\d, by putting fpottcd Dani/b 
horfes into the harneis, has made our beaux 
look like Bacchus in hb car drawn by leopards. 
The ornaments,, both oa the outfide and infide 
of our houfeis, ^ are all Gothic or Chimfi ; and 
whoever makies a pagod of bis parlour, throws 
a plank or two with an irregular crofs-barred 
paling over a dirty- ditch, or pliK:es battlements 
on a root-houfe or a tt2M[t^ fits up his houfe and 
garden entirely in Tafte. 

The fecond fort of Men of Tafte are to be 

found chiefly among the Literati j and are thofe, 

G 3 who. 
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who, defpifing the modem whims to which 
' fa(bion has given the name of Tafte, pretend: 
to follow, with the moft fcrupulous exafbiefs^ 
the chafte models of the ancients. Thefe are 
the Poets, who favour us with correft, epithe- 
tical, and tajieful compofitions ; whofe work* 
are without blemilh, and conformable to the 
precife rules of ^tntiliany Haraa^ and Jrlftotkz 
and as they are intended merely for the perufal 
of perfons of the moft refined Tafte, it is no 
wonder that they are above the level of common 
underftandings. Thefe too arc the Critics, who, 
in their comments upon authors, embarrafs us 
with repeated allufions to the ftudy of Vtriuz 
and thefe too are the Coimoiffiurs in ArchiteiShire, 
who build ruins after Vitruvius^ and neceflaries 
according to Palladio, One gentleman of this 
caft has built his villa upon a bleak hill, with 
four fpacious porticos, open on each fide to 
court the four winds 1 becaufe, in the fulrry 
regions of Itafy^ this model has been thought 
moft convenient : and another has, in great 
meafure, (hut out the Hght firom his apartments, 
and cut off all profpied from his windows, by 
credting an high wall before his houfe, which in 
Italy has been judged neceflary, to fcreen them 
froAthcfun. 

Archi* 
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Architecture feems indeed to be the main 
article, in which the efforts of Tafte are now 
diiplayed. Among thofe who are fond of ex- 
erting their fancies in capricious innovations, I 
might inftance the many pretty whims, of which 
an infinite variety may be feen within ten miles 
of London. But as a proof of the noble and 
judicious Tafte among us, 1 fhall beg leave 
to defcribe, in the ftile of a Connoijfeur^ a mbft 
amazing curiofity, ereded in a very polite 
quarter of this town. 

Ik the midft of a noble dnd fpaclous arei^ 
ftands a^gi:and Obelifk. The Bafe. forms a 
perfect (quare with right angles ; the Body of 
it is. cylindrical ; but the Capital is an Heptagon, 
and has feveral curious lines and figures de- 
fcribed on each of it's feven planes or fupcrfices, 
which ferve to terminate as many moft magni*- 
ficent and flriking Viftas. This fuperb Column, 
no lefs remarkable than the famous Pillar of 
Trajan^ feems (from the feveral Gnomons and 
others Hieroglyphics {luck about it) to have been 
originally dedicated to the fun \ but is now 
known among the vulgar by the more common 
name of The Seven Dials* 

o 
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Numb. CXXI. Tburfday^ May 20, 1756. 

-^ -^ — — Placet impares 
Formas atque animos fub ju^ ahenea 
Saevo mittere cum joco. HoR« 

Officious CoupUrs wantonly engage 
Virtue with vice^ brijk youth with frozen age .* 
Behold' them groan beneath the iron yoke^ 
Hail the dear mi/chiefs and enjoy the joke. 

THOUGH I fliall not as yet vouchfafe to 
let the reader fo far info fiiy ftcrets, as 
to inform him whether I am married or fmgle, 
\\ may not be amifs to acquaint him, that, 
fuppofing I flill remain a bachelor, it has not 
been the fault of my friends or relations. On 
the contrary, as foon as I was what they call 
fettled in the world, they were fo affiduous in 
looking out a wife for mc, that nothing was 
required on my part, but immediately to fall in 
love with the lady they had pitched upon : and 
could I have complied with their feveral choices, 
t {hould have been married at the fame time 
to a tall and a fliort', a plump arid a flender,' 
a young and an old woman ; one with a great 
-deal of money, and another with none at all: 

each 



N^I2^. 7»(? CONNOISSEUR, 129 

each of whom was feparately recommended by 
them, as the propereft perfon in the world 
for me. 

I KNOW not how it happens, but it is 
notorious, that mod people take a plcafure iit 
making matcHes ; either thinking matrimony a 
ftate of blifs, into which they would charitably 
call all their friends and acquaintance f or per-*' 
haps ftruggling in the toils, they are defirous of 
drawing others into the net that enfnared them* 
Many matches have been brought about between 
two perfons, abfolute ftrangers to each other, 
through this kind mediation of friends, who are 
always ready to take upon them the office 
of an honourable go-between. Some have come 
together, merely from having been talked of by 
their acquaintance, as likely to make a match : 
and I have known a c(HipIe, who have met by 
accident at an horfe>race, or danced together 
at an aflembly, that in lefs than a fortnight 
have been driven into matrimony in their own 
defence, by having been firft paired in pri- 
vate converfations, and afterwards in the com«- 
mon news-papers. 

As we cannot infure happinefs to our friends, 

at the (ame time that we help them to hufbands 

G 5 or 
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or wives, one would imagine, that few would 
care to run the hazard of beftowing n:)ifery, 
where they meant a kindnefs. I know a good- 
natured lady, who has offictoufly brought upon 
berfelf the ill-will, and the curfts of many of her 
deareft and moft iniimate friends on this very 
account. She has a fifter, for whom (he provided 
a moft excellent hufband, who has {hewn his 
affection for her, by fpending her whole fortune 
upon his miflrefles : another near relation having, 
\}y her means, fnapped up a rich widow, the bride- 
groom was arretted for her debts within a week 
after marriage : and it coft her a whole twelve- 
month to bring two doating lovers of her acquaint- 
ance together, who parted beds, before the honey- 
moon was expired. 

But if our friends will thus condefcend to be 
Match- makers from a fpirit of benevolence, and 
for our own advantage only ; there are others, 
who have taken up the profefHon from lefs 
difinterefted motives; who bring beauty and 
fortune to market, and traffick in all the accom- 
plifbments that can make the marriage date 
happy. Thefe traders difpofe of all forts of rich 
heirs and heirefles, baronets, lords, ladies of ' 
.falhion, and daughters of country 'fcjuires^ with 
as much coolnefs as drovers fell bullockst They 

keep 



I 



NM2I. The CONNOISSEUR. 131 

keep complete regifters of the condition and qua*, 
lifications of all the marriageable perfons withia 
the kingdom ; and it is as common to apply ta 
them for an hufband or wife, as to the regifter-: 
offices for a man or maid fervant. They may,; 
indeed, be confidered as fathers and guardians^ 
to the greateft part of your youth of both kxts^ 
fince in marriage they may be moft properly faid 
to give them away. 

It is fomething^ comical, to confider the 
various perfons, to whom men of this profeifion 
are ufeful. We may naturally fuppofe, that a 
young felIow> who has no eftate, but what, 
like TtfifePs in the Drummer^ is merely p^rfonaJ^ 
would be glad to come down handfomely, after 
cohfummation with a woman of fortune; and 
a fmart girl, who has more charms than wealth, 
would give round poundage on being taken 
for better for worfe by a rich heir. Many 
a tradefman alfo wants a wife to manage his 
family, while he looks after the fhop; and 
thinks it better to recommend himfelf by this 
convenient friend, than by means of the Daily 
Advertifer. There arc alfo feveral young people, 
who are indifFerent as to any perfon-in particular, 
and have no paffion for the ftate itfelf, yet want 
to be married, becaufe it will deliver them from 
G 6 the - 
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the reftftnnc of porems. But the moft unnatural, 
though very common applications of this fort, 
art from Che rich and the noble; who, having 
immenfe eftattt to beftow on thehr children, will 
make ufe of the meaneft inftruments to coupte 
liiem to others of the fame overgrown fortune. 

I HAVE known many droll accidents happen ' 
from the miftakes of thefe mercenary Match- 
makers, and remember one in particular, which 
I fhall here fet dbwn for the entertainment of 
my readers. A careful old gentleman came up 
from the North on purpofe to marry his fon, 
and was recbmmended by one of thefe Couplers 
to a twenty thoufand pounder. He accordingly 
put on his beft wig, beft beaver, and gold- 
buttoned coat, and went to pay his refpeSs 
to the lady's mamma. He told her, that he had 
not the pleafure of being known to herj but 
as his fon*s quiet depended on it, he had taken 
the liberty of waiting on her : in (hort, he im- 
mediately broke the matter to her, and informed 
her, that his boy had feen her daughter at 
church, and was violently in love with her; 
concluding, that he would do very handfomely 
for the lad, and would make it worth her while 
to have him. The old lady thanked him for 
the honour he intended her family ; but fhe 

fuppofed. 
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fuppofed, to be fure, as he appeared to be a^ 
prudent and fenfible gentleman, 4ie would expe£l , 
a fortune anfwerable. ** Say nothing of that, 
** madam, fay nothing of that," interrupted the 
Don : " I have heard — but if it was lefs, it 
*' (hould not break' any fquares between us/'— 
•* Pray, fir, how niuch does the World fay ?" 
replied the lady. — ** Why, madam, I fuppofe 
^^ file has not lefs than twenty thouiand pounds.^ 
— " Not fo muchy ftr^' faid the old lady, very 
gravely. — *< Well, madam, I fuppofe then it 
** may be nineteen, or — or — only eighteen 
«<^ thoufand pounds."—" Hoi Jo muchy ftr^'r-^ 
*• Well, well, perhaps not : but — if it was only 
*« feventeen thoufand."—" No, fir." — " Or 
" fixteen."— " No." — " Or (we muft make 
•* allowances) perhaps but fifteen thoufand." — 
** Not fo muchy fir r — Here enfiicd a profound 
filence for near a minute ; when the old gentler 
man, rubbing his forehead, ^< Well, madam, 
'< we muft come to fome conclufion. Pray, 
<^ is it le(s than fourteen thoufand ? How much 
** more is it than twelve thoufand ?" — «< Lefjr, 
" fir,"—" Lefs, madam ?"— " Lefs^"- But is 
** it more than ten thoufand ?" — " Not fi much, 
^^fir;*—^^ Not fo much, madam?"—" Ndt 
^^ fo much J' — " Why, if it is lodged in the 
" funds, confidcr, madam, intercft is low, very 

" low ; 
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** low : but as the boy loves her, trifles fhall not 
** part us. Has flic got eight thoufand pounds ?'* 
— " Not fo fnuchy fir'* — " Why then, madam, . 
" perhaps the young lady's fortune may not- 
** be above fix — or five thoufand pounds."— 
<* Nothing like it, sir." — At thefe words 
the old gentleman ftarted from his chair, and 
running out of the room, — " Your fervant, your - 
** fervant : my fon is a fool j and- the fellow^- 
•* who rccimmended me to you, is a blockhead, . 
** and knows. nothing^ of bufmefs." 

-• 

Numb. CXXIL nurfia^j May 2f^ 1756. 

— — — Monftrum nulla, virtutc redemptum 
A vitiis. Juv» 

Without one fijeaking virtue in thy train j 
O precious Villain! fcoundrel! rogue in grain! 

I Mentioned in a former paper, that a 
friend of mine was writing J New Treatife 
w Ethics^ or, J >SyJiem of Immoral Philofophyy 
compiled from the principles and practice of the 
prefent age ; in which the extraordinary modefty 
of the moderns would be enlarged on, which 
h^s induced them to comprehend all the vicea, 
inftead of virtues^ in their idea of a Fine 

Gentleman. 
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Gentleman. The work is now finifhed ; and 
the author has fent me the following letter ' 
concerning the Dedication, with leave to fubmit 
it to the public. 

Dear Town, 

THE flatneis and fulfome inflpidity of 
Dedications has often been the fubjeft 
of our converfation ; and we have always 
agreed, that Authors have mifcarried in thefe 
pieces of flattery, by injudicioufly affronting, 
when they meant to compliment, their patrons. 
The humble Dedicator loads his Great Man 
with virtues totally foreign to his nature and 
difpofition, which fit as aukwardly upon him, 
as lace or embroidery on a chimney-fweeper ; 
and fo overwhelms him with the huge mafs of 
learning with which he gracioufly dubs him a 
fcholar, that he makes as^ ridiculous a figure, as 
the Afs in the Dunciad. After having thus 
bcpraifed his patron^ , 'i;ill the new Macenas is 
heartily afhamed of himfelf, he wonders, that 
no notice is taken of fo pompous an eulogium, 
and that a Dedication Ihould be as mere a drug' 
as a fermon. 

Lory, in the Rela^e^ advifcs Fajhm to get 
into the good graces of Lord Foppington^ by 

falling 
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falling in love with his coat, being in raptures 
with his peruke, feeming raviflicd with the 
genteel dangle of his fword-knot; and, in (hort, 
to recommend himfelf to his noble elder brother, 
by afFecSling to be captivated with his favourites^ 
In like manner, the Author, who would make 
his Dedication really valuable, ihould not talk 
to his patron of his honour, and virtue, and 
integrity, and a pack of unfafliionaUe qu^dities^ 
which only ferve to difgrace a Fine Gentleman ;. 
but boldly paint him what he really is, and at 
the fame time convince him of his merit ixk 
being a fool> and bis glory in being a icoundrel. 
This mode of Dedication, though proper at all 
times^ will appear with a particular good grace: 
before A Syjiem of Immoral Philofopby : wherefore,, 
as my book is now finiflied, I have here fent you 
a rough draught of the Epifilc Dedicatory, and 
fliall be ^ad to hear your opinion of it. 

M€^ itpkafij9ur Grace! er, A^r Lord! or, ^/> .* 

You are in every point fo complete a Fine 
Gentleman, that the following Treatife is but a 
faint tranfcript of your accomplishments. There 
is not one qualification, requifite in the charac- 
ter of a man of fpirit, which you do not poilefs. 
Give me leave therefore, on the prefent occafion^ 
to point forth your incftimable qualities to the 

world. 
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vrorld^ and hold up to the public view fo glori(Hil 
an example. 

You diftiAguilhed youtfelf fo early in life, and 
exalted yourfelf fo ^r above the common pitch of 
vulgar Bucks, diat you was diftingaifbed, before 
the age of twenty, widl the noble appeliatioil^ 
of Stag : ^nd when I conilder the many gallbnt 
exploits you have performed, the number of 
rafcally poltrons you have fent out of the worldV 
the number of pretty little foundlings you have 
brought into it, how many girls you hav6 
debauched, how many women of quality yott 
have intrigued with, and how many hogihesftik 
of Fretuh wine have run through your bod/, 
I cannot help contemplating you as a Stag of 
the firft head« 

What great reafon have you to value your- 
felf on your noble atchievements at Arthur^ s ! 
The fums you formerly loft, and thofe yoii 
have lately won, are amazing inftances of your 
fpirit and addrefs ; firft, in venturing fo deeply, 
before you was let into the fecret ; and then, 
in managing it with fo much adroitnefs aiid 
dexterity, fince you have been acquainted with it. 
Nobody cogs the dice, or packs the cards, half 
fo Ikilfully : you hedge a bet With uncommort 

nicety^ 
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nicety, and are a moft incomparably {hrewd judge 
of the odds. 



Nor have your exploits on the Turf rendered 
you lefs famous. Let the annals of Pond and 
Hiber deliver down to pofterity the glorious 
account of what plates you have won, what 
matches you made, and how often the Knowing 
Ones have been talcea in; when, for private 
reafons you have found it neceilary, that your 
borfe ihould run on the wrong fide of the poft^ . 
or be diftanced after winning the firft heat. 
I need not mention your own fkill in Horfe* 
man(bip, and in how many matches you have 
condefcended to ride yourfdf j for in this par- 
ticular, it^ muft be acknowledged, you cannot be 
outdone, even by your groom or jockey* 

All the world will witnefs the many inflances 
of your Courage, which has been often tried and 
exerted in Hyde-Parky and behind Mmtague^ 
Houfi: nay, you have fometinies been known 
to draw your fword moft heroicallyt at the 
opera, the play, and even at private routes and 
aflemblics. How often have you put to flight 
a whole army of watchmen, conftables,, and 
■ beadles, with the juftices at their head I Yoi* 
have cleared a whole baudy-houfe before you» 

and.. 
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and taken many ^ tavern by ftorm : you have 
pinned a . waiter to the ground ; , and have^ 
befides, proved yourfelf an excellent markfman, 
by {hooting a poft-boy flying. With fo much 
valour and firmnefsy it is not to be doubted, but ^ 
that you would behave with the fame intrepidity, 
if occafion called, upon Hounflow- Heathy or in 
Mmdenbeai-'Thicht : and, if it were neceflary, 
you would as boldly reiign yourfelf up to the 
hands of Jack Ketch^ and fwing as genteelly at 
Maclean or Gentleman Harry, The fame noble 
fpirit would likewife enable you to aim the piftol 
at your own head, and go out of the world like a 
man of honour and a gentleman* 

But your Courage ha§ not rendered yon 
infufceptible of the fofter paffions, to which your 
heart has been ever inclined,. To fay nothing 
<rf your gallantries with women of fafliion, your 
intrigues with milliners and mantua-makers, or' 
your fcducing raw country girls and innocent 
tradefmcns daughters, you have formerly been 
fa conftant'in your devdirs to Mrs. Douglafsy 
and the whole fifterhood, that you facrificed your 
health and conftitution in their fervice. But 
above all, witnefs that fweet delicate creature, 
whom you havq ' now in keeping, and for whom 
you entertain fuch a ftrong and faithful pafiion, 

that^ 
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that, for her fake, ydu have tenderiy and affix- 
tionately dcferted your wife and family. 

' T H'o u o H, from your el^ant taffe for 
pleafures, you appear made for the gay world ; 
yet thefe polite amufements have not called oiF 
your attention fmm the mwe ferious ftudies of 
Pdittcs and ReKgton. In Politics you have made 
fuch a wonderful proficiency, both in theory and 
prance, that you have difcovcred the good of 
your country to be a mere joke, and confirmed 
your own intereft, as well as eftabliflied your 
confequence, in the Jjroper place, by fecuring 
half a dozen boroughs. As to Religion, you 
foon unravelled every myftery of that ; and not 
only know the Bible to be at romantic as die 
Alcoran, but have alfo written feveral volumcf^ 
to make your difcoveries plainer to meaner capa- 
cities. The ridiculous prejudices of a foolifll 
world unhappily prevent your puUifliing. them; 
at prefent: but you have wifely provide dMt 
they £hall one day fee the light ; when, I-doubt 
not, they will be deemed invaluabli^t and be as 
univerfelly admired, as tte pofiihumous wotks^ 
of Lord Bclyigbroke. 

I am. 

May it pleafe your Grace ! or, My Lord I #r. Sir 1 
in humble admiration of your' excellencies, 

>0 &c. &c. &c. 
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Numb. CXXIIL Thurfday^ June i^ i^^t. 
Qm patre fit iiatus^^Atiin ignotamatre inhoneftus? 

iayy who can claim the Foundling /or their Son ? 
My Lord and MolJy ? or hsr Grace and John ? 

TH E notices in the public papers, that the 
Foundling Hofpital wiH be open for the 
reception of infants in general under a certain 
age, have, I find, given univerfal fatisfa£tion. 
The confequences of a big bdHy do not appear fo 
dreadful as heretofore; and it was but yefterday, 
that a young fellow of intrigue ^old me, he was 
happy that his children would no longer be 
thrown out of the -Hofpital, as 'he himfclf had 
been out of jfrthur^Sj by black balls. For my 
part, though I have no lady in keeping, no 
child ty my houfe-keeper, nor any other affair 
of gallantry on my hands, which makes me 
wtfh to fwell the number of infants maintained 
by that charity, I rauft own myfelf to be ex- 
ceedingly rejoiced at the exterifi«.n of fo bene- 
volent a defign. I look upon it as the certain 
prefervation of many hundreds in embryo : nor 
Ihall we now hear of fo many helplefs babes 

birth* 
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birth-ftranglcd in a ncceffary, or fmothcred by 
the ** ditch-delivered drab." As a baftard ii 
accounted in law, qua/i nulEus flius, the child 
of nobody, and related to nobody, and yet is 
blefled with as fair proportions, and capable of 
joi equal degree of perfedion with <^ honeft 
« madam's iffue," it is furely an aft of great 
humanity thus to rcfcue them from untimely 
deaths and other miferies, which they do not 
merit, whatever may be the guilt of their 
parents. 

Though it is obvious,, that this Hofpital 
will be made the receptacle of many legitimate 
children; it is no lefs certain, that the -rich, as 
well as the poor, will often fend their bafe-bom 
bantlings to this general nurfery. The wealthy 
man of quality, or fubftantial cit, may have their 
private family^reafons for not owning the fruits 
of their feoret amours, and be glad to put the 
little living witnefs of their intrigues out of the 
way. For this reafon, an hiftory of the Found- 
lings received there would be very curious and 
entertaining, as it would contain many anecdote$» 
not to be learned from any Parifli-Regiftcr. The 
refledions that paiTed in my mind on this fubjeft, 
gaveoccafion the other evening to the following 
Dream, 

MfiTHOUGHT 
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Methought, as I was (landing at the 
private door of the Hofpital, where a croud of 
females (each of them with a child in her arms) 
were preffing to get in, an elderly gentleman, 
whom from his white ftafF I took to be a 
governor of the charity, very courteoufly invited 
me to come in. I accepted his ofFer ; and having 
feated myfelf near him, ** Mr. Town, fays he, 
<^ I am confcious that you look upon moft of 
** thefe little infants' as the offsprings of fb 
<< many unmarried fathers and maiden .mothers, 
<< which have been dandeftinely fmuggled int6 
*< the world. Know then, that I am one of 
<* thofe guardian Genii, appointed to fuper- 
<^ intend the fortunes of Baftards : therefore, 
^^ as this Hofpital is more Immediately under 
^< my tuition, I have put on this difguife ; and, 
** if you pleafe, will let you into the fecret hiftory 
^* of thofe babes who are my wards, and their 
" parents." 

I ASSURED &im, his intelligence would be 
highly agreeable ; and feveral now coming up 
to offer their children, he refumed his difcourfe. 
** Obferve, faid he, that jolly little rogue, with 
^* plump cheeks, a florid complexion, blue eye^ 
<' and iandy locks. We have here already 
>* feveral of his brethren by the mother's fide; 

** fomc 
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<< fome fatr» fome brown> suid fome black : and •* 
** j^ they are all fufyofed to bave comjc by 
*^ the iame £2tber. The mother has for many 
^< years been houiiekieeper to a gentleman, who 
^ cannot fee ^hat her children bear the mark$ 
*^ of his own fetvaius, and .that this very brat Is 
>^ the exiaA refemblanpe of his coachman. 

" That puKng whining infant there, with 
^ a pale face, emackted body, and diftorted 
«^ limbs, is the forced produd of viper-broth 
'^ and cantharides. It is the offspring of a 
** worntout buck of quality, who, at the fame^ 
>^ time he debauched die rao^r, ruined her 
:*< conftitution by a filthy difeafe ; in Confequence 
^< of which, ibe, with much dificulty, broi^ht 
^* forth this juft image of himfelf in miniature. 

<< T H E next that offers, is the iffue of a 
^< careful cit; who, as he keeps an horfe for 
** his own riding on Sundays, which he lets out 
^ all the reft of the week, keeps alfo a miftrefs 
^' for his recreation on the feventh day, who 
*« lets herfelf out on the other fix. That other 
*< babe owes his birth likewife to the city ; 
•« but is the joint produQ, as we may fay, of 
<« two fathers; who being. great -trconomifts in 
^« their pkafures, as well as in their bufuiefs, 

" have 
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^* have fet up a whore and an one-horfe chaife 
** in partnerihip together. 

•* That pert young baggage there, who fo 
** boldly preffes forward with her brat, is not 
** the mother of it, but is maid to a fmgle 
*' lady of the ftrideft honour and unblemiflied 
•' reputation. About a twelvemonth ago, her 
** miftrefs went to Bath for the benefit of her 
'* health : and ten months after, (he travelled into 
•* North JVaki to fee a relation ; from whence 
'* (he is juft returned. We may fuppofe, that 
« (he took a fancy to that pretty babe, while 
^ in the country, and brought it up to towa 
^^ with her, in order to place it here : as (he 
<< did a few years ago to another charming 
" boy; which, being too old to be got into 
** this Hofpital, is now at a fchool in Torkjhire^ 
^^ where young gentlemen are boarded, cloathed^ 
^^ and educated, and found in all neceflaries, for 
** ten pounds a year. 

" Tif AT chubby little boy, which you fee 
•<* in the arms of yonder ftrapping wench in a 
<< camblet gown and red cloak, is her own foo. 
" She is by profeffion a bed-maker in one of 
<< the univeriities, and of the fame college, in 

Vol. IV. H « which 
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-<< which the father ( a grave tutor ) hokb a 
*' fellowfhip, under the ufual condition 'of not 
•* marrying. Many fobcr gentlemen of the 
*' clodi, who are in the fame fcrape, are glad 
^' to take the benefit of this charity: and if all 
*• of the fame reverend order^ like the priefis 
•* abroad, were laid urider the fame rcftrio 
<* tions, you might expe£l to fee a particular 
** Hofpitjd, erefled for the reception of the. Sons 
« of the Clergy, \ 

•* That next child belongs to a fea -captain's 
•* lady, whofe hufband is expefied to return 
^< every moment from a long voyage ; the fears 
** of which have happily haftened the birth of 
** this infant a full month before it's time. 
"** That other is the poflhumous child of a 
** wealthy old gentleman, who married a young 
** girl for love, and died in the honey-moon. 
«< This his fon and heir was not born 'till near 
** a twelvemonth after his deceafe, becaufe it's 
•* birth was retarded by the exceiSve grief of 
** his widow ; who on that account rather chofe 
*' to lie-in privately, and to lodge their only 
^* child here, than to have it's legitimacy, and 
'* her own honour, called in queftipn by her 
*< hufbarid's relations.'* 

My 
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My companion pointed out to me feveral 
others, whofe original was no lefs extraordinary ; 
^rniong which, I remember, he told me, one was 
^e unhallowed brood of a Methodift Teacher, 
and another the premature fpawn cif a Maid of 
Honour. A poor author eafed himfclf of a very 
heavy load of two twin- daughters, which in an 
€vil hpur he begot on an hawker of pamphlets, 
after he had been writing a lufcious novel : but 
I could not help fmiling at the marks ient in 
with thefe new Mufes, fignifying that one 
had been chriftened Terpjuhore, and the other 
Polyhymnia, Several bantlings were imported 
from IJlingtoriy Hoxton^ and other villages with- 
in the found of Btnx) Bell : many were tranf- 
planted hither out of the country; and a 
whole litter of brats were fent in from two or 
three parifhes in particular, for Which it vg 
doubtful whether they were moft indebted to the 
.parfon or the 'fquire. 

A MODEST-LOOKING woman now brought a 
very fine babe to be admitted ; but the governors 
rejeded it, as it appeared to be above two 
4nonths old. The mother, on the contrary, 
perfifted in affirming, that it was but juft born ; 
and, addreffing herfelf to me, defu-ed me to look 
H 2 at 
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at it. I accordingly took it in my aims ; and 
while I was toffing it up and down, and praifing 
it's beauty, the fly hufly contrived to flip away, 
leaving the precious charge to my care. The 
efforts which 1 nuule to bawl after her, and the 
iqualling of the brat, which rung piteoufly in 
my ears, luckily awaked me : and I was very 
happy to find, that I had only been dandling 
my piiloWt inftcad of a bantling. 

W 
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Numb. CXXIV. thurfdctfj June 10^ 1756. 



Accipe, per longos tibi qui deferviat annos : 

Accipe, qui pura norit amarre fide. 
Eft milli ceffura fides y fine crimine mores ; 

Nudaque fimplicitas, purpureufque pudor. 
Non mihi mille placent ; non fiim defiiltor amoris; 

Tu mihi (fi qua fides) cura perennis errs. 

Ovid. 

Scorn mi notj Chloc ; me^ whofe faith ^ell tryd 

Lmg yiors approve^ and iwneft pajftons guide : 

My fpotlefs foul no foul affe^ions movty 

But thafie ftmplicity^ and modejl love: 

Nir /, like fl)alloiv fops^ from fair to fair *) 

Raving at random faithlefs paffion fwear^ . .> 

But thou aknejhalt be my conjlant care. J 

ALMOST every man is or has been, or 
at lead thinks that he is or has been, a 
Lover, One has fought for his miftrefs, another 
drank for her, another wrote for her, and another 
has done all three : and yet, perhaps, in fpite of 
their duels, poetr}', and bumpers, not one of 
them ever entertained a fincere paflion. I have 
lately taken a furvey of the numerous tribe of 
H 3 Enamoraio^ 
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Enamoratos^ and after having obferved the va- 
rious fhapes they wear, think I may fafciy pro* 
ndunce, that though all profefs to have been in 
Love, there are vtry few who are really capable 
of it. 

It 18 a maxim of Rochtfoucauk\ diat *< many 
*' men would never have been in Love, if they 
«< had never heard of Love." The jufticc of 
this remark is equal to it's (hrewdnefs. The 
ridiculous prate of a family has frequently great 
influence on young minds, who Icam to love, a« 
they do every thing elfc, by imitation. Young 
creatures, almoft mere Children, have been coa«- 
fuoied with this fecond-hand flame lighted up- al 
another's paflion ; and, in confequence of the 
Loves of the footman and chambermaid, I have 
known little mafter fancy himfelf a dying fwaia 
at the age of thirteen, and little mifs pining awa; 
with Love in a bib and hanging-fleeves. 

That vaft heap of volumes, fitted with 
Love, and fufficient in number to make a 
library, are great enflamers, and feldom fail to 
produce that kind of paflion defcribed' by Roche^ 
foucatik. The chief of thefe literary fcducers 
are the old romances, and their degenerate 
fpawn, die modem novels. The young fiudent 

reads 
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reads of the emotions of Love> 'till ho; iniagioesk 
that he feels them throbbing and fluttering in,hi$. 
little bread ; as valetudinarians fludy the hiftory 
of a difeafe, 'till they fancy themfelves aiFe£ted 
with every fymptom of it. For this reafon, I 
am always forry to fee any of this trafli in the 
hands of young people ; I look upon Cuffiindrtk 
and Qeopatroy as well as Betty Barnes^ PoUf 
WtUls^ ice. as no better than bawds; and confi- 
der Don Belliams of Greece^ and Sir Amadit 
de Gauly with George Edwards^ LoveiU^ &c. as 
arrant pimps. But though romances and novels 
afe both equally fiimulatives, yet their operations 
are very different. The romance - ftudent be- 
comes a fond Corydon of Sicily^ or a very Damon 
of Arcadia^ and is in good truth fuch a dying 
i^fSLiviy that he believos he fl^all.h^ng himfelf on 
the next willow, or drowp himfelf in the next 
pond, if he fbould Igfe the objeA of his wifhes: 
but the young noveUft turn* out mpre a m^ of 
the world ; and. after haying gMned, the affec- 
tioiis of his miftnefs, farms aiv hundred fchemes 
to fecure the poflti^on of her> and tp bam* her 
relations. 

Th£rb are^ amodg the tn\» of Im^^^^ a 

Jbrt of luke-waitn geotlfmeo^ who, cmi bafdly 

be £ud». in tb^ langut^ oC \xmt to ent^rtajn 

^H 4 afiamt 
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%flami for their miftrcis^ Thefe are your men 
of fuperlative delicacy and refinement, who loath 
the grob ideas annexed to the amours of the 
vulgar, and aim at fomething more fpiritualized 
and fublime. Thefe philofophers in Love doat 
on the mind alone of their miftrefs, and would 
fain fee her naked foul divefied of it's material 
incumbrances. Gentlemen of this complexion 
might perhaps not improperly be ranged in the 
romantic dafs, but they have afTumed to them- 
felvcs the name of Platonic Lovers. 

PtATONiSM, however, is in thefe days very 
fcarce; and there is another clafs,- infinitely 
more numerous, compofed of a fort of Lovers, 
whom we may jufUy diftinguifh by the title of 
Epicureans. The principles of this fed are 
diametrically oppofite to thofe of the Platorsia. 
They think no more of the foul of their miilrels, 
than a MufTelman, but are in raptures with her 
perfon. A Lover of this fort is in perpetual 
extafies : his paffion is fo violent, that he even 
fcorches you with his flame ; and he runs over 
the perfei^ons of his miffaefs in the fame ftijet 
that .a jockey praifes his horfe : *^ Such limbs ! 
<< fuch eyes ! fuch a neck and breaft I fuch — 
<< oh, ihe's a rare piece !" Their ideas go no 
farther than mere external accomplifhments ; 

and. 
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.and, as their wounds may be faidto be only fkin-^ 
deep, we cannot allow their brcafts to be (mitten 
with Love, though perhaps they may rankle 
with a muck grofTer paffion. Yet it mud be 
owned, that nothing is more common, than for 
gentlemen of this caft to be involved in what is 
called a Love-match: but then it is owing to 
the fame caufe with the marriage of Sir John 
Brute^ who fays, " 1 married my wife, becaufc 
^ I wanted to lie with her, and ihe would 
♦* not let me." 

Others gentlemen, of a gay difpofition and 
warm conftitution, who go in the catalogue for 
Lovers, are adorers of almoft every woman they . 
fee. The flame of Love is as eafily kindled in 
them, as the fparks are ftruck out of a flint 5 and ^ 
it alfo. expires as foon. A Lover of this fort 
dances, one day, with a lady at a ball, and lofes • 
his heart to her in a minuet ; the next, another 
carries it off in the Mall ; and the next day^ 
perhaps^ he goes out of town, and lodges it in 
the poffeffion of all the country beauties fuccef- 
fively, till at laft he brings it back to town with 
him, and prefents it to the firft woman he. 
meets. This clafs is very numerous j but 
ought by no means to hold a place among the. 
tribe of true Lovers, fince a gentleman, who is 
H 5 thus 
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thus in Lore widi every body, may fairly be faid; 
flot to be ia Love at all. 

LoV£ is univerralTy allowed to be whimfical ; . 
and if whim is the eflence of Love, none c^n 
be accounted truer Lovers, than thofe who ad- 
mire their miftrefs for fome particular charm,, 
which enchains them, though it would fingly 
never captivate any body elfe. Some gentlemen 
have been won to conjugal embraces by a pair 
of fine arms 5 others have been held faft by an 
even white fet of teeth ; and I know a very 
good fcholar, who was enfnared by. a fet oP 
golden trcfles, becaufe it was the tafte of the 
ancients, and the true claffical hair. Thofe- 
ladies, whofe Lovers are fuch piecemeal admirers,. 
are in perpetual danger of lofing them. A rafli,, 
or a pimple, may abate their alFedion. All thofe,. 
the objeft of whofe adoration is merely a pretty 
face or a fine perfon, are in the power of the 
like accidents;, and the fmall pox has^occafioned 
many a poor lady the lofs of her beauty and her 
Lover at the fame time. 

But after all thefe fpurious Enamoratos^ there 
are fome few, whofe paffion is fincere and well- 
founded. True,, genuine Love, is always. built 
upon eftcem : not that I would mean, that a. 

man 
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man can reafon and argue hjmfclf into Love; 
but that a conftant intcrcouiire with, an amiable 
woman will lead him into a contemplation of 
her excellent qualities, whicfh will infcnfibly wip 
his heart, before he is himfelf aware of it, and^ 
beget all thofe hopes, feajrs, and other extrava- 
gancies, which are the natural attendants on 
a true paflion. Love has been defcribed ten 
tboufand times^ : but that I may be fure that th^ 
little pidure I would draw of it is taken from 
iiature, I will conclude this pa^r with the ftory 
of hone.ft Will Easy and his s^niable wife. 
W^L^ Easy and Mifs ■ ' beca/ne very early 
acquainted, and, from being familiarly iptimac^ 
with the whole family. Will might be almoft 
iaid to live there. He dined and fuppcd with 
them perpetually in towi?, and fpept gre^C; part 
of the fummer with ^tiua at their feat ia th^ 
country. Will aqd the lady were both uoir 
verCiUy allowed to have fenfe, and their freqycnjt 
converfations together gave them undoubted 
prppfs of the goodnefs of each other's difpofi- 
tion. They delighted in the company, and ad- 
mired the pcrfe<£lions, of each other, and gave a 
thoufand little indications of a growing paffipn, 
not unobferved by others, even while it was yet 
unknown and unfufpefted by themfelves. How* 
ever, after fome time, Will, by mutual agree- 
H 6 ment, . 
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mentf demanded the lady of her father in mar* 
riage. But, alas ! ** the courfe of true Love 
•* never yet run fmooth :** the ill-judged am- 
bition of a parent induced the father, out of 
mere love to bis daughter, to refufe her hand 
to the only man in the world with whom (he 
could live happily, becaufe he imaging that he 
might, in the Smithfield phrafe, dq better for 
her. But Love, grounded on juft principles, is 
not eafily (baken ; and, as it appeared that their 
mutual paffion had takea too deep root ever ta 
be extirpated, the father atlaft,,relu£lantly, half 
contented to their union. They enjoy a genteel 
competency;, and Wxli., by hts integrity and. 
abilities, is an honour to a learned profeffion^. 
and a bleffingtohis wife; whofe greatest praife 
is, that her virtues deferve fuch an hufband. She 
b pleafed with having " feft drofs to ducheflcs ;**^ 
he condders her bappineis has his main intereft ; 
and their example every day gives frefli con- 
yiiSion to the father,, that where two perfona 
of ftrong fenfe and good hearts conceive a reci- 
procal ?Sc&\on for each other, their paffion il 
genuine and lading, and their union is perhaps 
the trueft ftatc of happinefs under the fun. 

O 

Numb. 
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NuMB.CXXV. Thurflay, JuneiT^iTs^* 



Cervius haec inter vicinus garrit aniles 

Ex re fabcllas. HbK. 

^th Mr. Town, wbenprofe and precepts /(uly 
His friends fupply a poem cr a tale. 

NOTHING has given me a more fenfible 
pleafure; in the courfe of this undertakings 
than the having been occafionally honoured with 
the correfpondence of feveral ingenious gentle- 
men of both our Univerfities. My paper of to-day 
gives me unufual fatisfacSion on this account; 
and I cannot help looking on it witlv a great 
deal of pleafure, as a fort of a. little. C^;77^r/d^^ 
Mifcellany. The reader will fee it is compofed 
of two poems, which I have lately received 
from a correfpondent in that learned Univerfity. 
Thefe little pieces, unlefs my regard for the 
writer makes me partial to them, contain many 
beautiesy and are written with that elegant pe- 
culiarity of ftile and manner, which plainly fpeak 
them to come from the fame hand, that has 
already obliged the public with fome other pieces 
of poetry, publi(bed in this paper*. 

To 
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To Mr. row N. 

Trin. ColL Can. Jun. 6.- 

s r R, 

YOUR E% OB^ the abufe of woids w^ 
very wcD received here; but more efpe- 
cially that part of it which contained the 
modern definition of the wofd Ruined. You 
ii)uft know, Sir, that iq the language of our old 
£)ons, every young man is ruined, who is not 
an arrant Tycho Brahe^ or Erra Pater. Yet it 
is remarkable, that, though the fervants of the 
Mufes meet with more than ordinary difcotirage- 
ment at this place, Cambridge has produced many^ 
celebrated poets^; witnefs Spenfer^ Aiihon^ Cowley^ 
Dryden^ &c. not to mention fome admired writers 
of the prcfent times. I myfelf. Sir, am grievouffly 
fiifpCiSed of b^ing better acquainted with Homer 
and Virgil than EucUd or Saunderfon 5 and am 
iiniverfelly agreed to be ruined^ for having con- 
cerned myfelf with Hexameter and Pentameter 
more than Diameter. The equity of this de- 
cifion I fhall not difpute; but content myfelf 
at prefent with fubmitting to the public, by 
meajis of your paper, a few lines on the import 
of another favourite word, occafioned by tiic 
Eflay above mentioned. 

But 
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But fearing that fo £hort a piece will not be 
Efficient to eke out a whole paper, I have 
fubjoined to it another little poem, not orginally 
defigned for the public view, but written as a 
femih'ar epiftle to a friend. The whole is no* 
thing more than the natural refult of many 
kfters and converfations^ that bad paft between 
us, on the prefent ftate of poetry in thefe king- 
doms ; in which I fiattered myfelf, that I was 
juftifiable in my remarks on the barrennefs of 
invention in moft modern compofitions, as well? 
as in regard to the caufe of it» We arc now, 
indeed, all become fuch exaft Critics, that there- 
are fcarce any tolerable Poets : what I mean 
by cxa<a critics is, that we are grownj (I fpeak 
in general,) by the help of Ad£fim and P^,. 
better judges of compofition than heretofore. 
We get an early knowledge of what chafte 
writing is ; and even fchool-boys are checked in 
the luxuriancy of their genius, and not (ufFcred 
to run riot in their imaginations. I muft own I 
cannot help looking on it as a bad omen to 
poetry, that there is now-a-day» fcarce any fuch 
thing to be met with as fuftiMi and bombaft : 
for our authors, dreading the vice of inc6rrc£l- 
nefs above all others, grow ridiculoufly precife 
and affefted. In Ihort, however paradoxical it 
may feem^. we have now^ in my ofdnron, to6 

carrel 
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€om6i a Jafte. It is to no purpofc forfuch 
pr4ident fober wooers, as our modern bardsy 
to knock at the door of the Mufes. They^. 
as well as the mortal ladies, love to be attacked 
briflcly. Should we take a review even of 
Chaucer*^ poetry, the moft inattentive reader, 
ID. the very thickeft of old Geoffrefs woods^ 
would find the light fometimes pierce through . 
and break in upon him like lightening ; and a^ 
man muft have no foul in him, who does noC- 
admire the fancy, the ftrength, and elegance 
of Spenfer^ even through that difagreeable habit, 
which the fafliion of the times obliged him ta 
wear. To conclude, there is this material dif-? 
fcrence between the former and prefent age of 
Poetry; that the writers in the iirft ihougH 
poetically j in the laft, they only ixprefs them- 
felves fo. Modern poets fecm to me more 
to ftudy the manner how they fhall write, than 
what is to b& written. The minute accuracy o£ 
their productions ; the bells of their rhimes, fa 
well matched, making moft melodious tinkle;, 
and all the rmchanifm of poetry ifo exaflly 
finiihed ; (together with a total deficiency. o£ 
Ipirit, which ihould be the leaven of the whole ;) 
put me in mind of a piece of furniture, gene-^ 
rally found in the ftudies of the learned, <^ in an 
*^ odd angle of the room," a. mahogony cafe,, 

elegantly 
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elegantly carved and fafliioned on the outfidc, 
the fpecious covering of a— chamber-pot. 

I am, Sir, your humble &rvant5 

R. L, 

The Satyr and The P e i> l a R. 

* A F A B L E. 

WORDS are, lb Wolhft'on defines^ 
Of our idfeas merely figns. 
Which have a pow'r at will to vary. 
As being vague and arbitrary. 
Now damn'dy for inftance — All agree 
DannC(Ps die fuperMve Degree r 
Means that alone, and nothing more, 
However taken heretofore. 
Damned is a word can't ftand alone. 
Which has no meaning of it's owni 
But fignifies or bad or good, 
Juft as it's neighbour's underftood. 
Examples we may find enough ; 
2>^wn«'ihigh, damned low, damn dfinc^ damn^d^i* 
So fares it too with it's relation, 
I mean it'is fubftantive, damnation. 
The wit with metaphors makes bold. 
And tells you he's damnation cold : 
Perhaps, that metaphor forgot. 
The felf-fame wit's damnation hat,, - . 

And 
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And- here a fable I remember •— — 
Once in. the middle of Decembir^ 
When every mead in fnow is lofty 
And ev'ry river bound with froft; 
When families get all together. 
And feelingly talk o*er the weather; 
When — pox of the defcriptive rhime— ^ 
In Ihort, it was the winter time» 
It was a Pedlar's happy lot 
To fall into a Satyr's cot: 
Shiv'ring with cold, and almuft frosKe^ 
With pearly drop upon his nofe. 
His fingers' ends all pincb'd to death. 
He blew upon them with his breath* 
Friend, quoth the Satyry what intend;* 
That blowing on thy fingers' endai? 
*^ It is to warm theoi thus I blow, 
** For they are froze as cold as, ihow l 
*^ And fo inclement has it been, 
•* I'm like a caloe of ice within." 
Come, quoth the Satyr j comfort, man F 
I'll chear thy infide» if I can ', 
You're welcome, in my homely cottage. 
To a warm fire and mefs of pottage* 

This, faid (he 5^,. nothing loith^ 
A bowl prcpar'd of Mty broth i 
t Which 
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Which with delight the Pedlar view*d. 
As fmoaking on the board it flood«r 
But, though the very fteain arofir 
With grateful odour to his nofe,. 
One (ingle fip he ventured not. 
The gruel was fo wohd'rous hot 
What can be done ? — with gcnde puflf 
He blows it, 'till 'tis cold enough*^ 

Why how now, Pedlar, whatV the matter f 
Still at thy blowing ? quoth the Satyr* 
I blow to cool it, cries the clown. 
That I may get the liquor down ;. 
For, though I grant youVe made it well. 
You've boil'd it. Sir, as hot as hell. 

Thew raifing high hw cloven flump^ 
The Satyr fmotc him. oit the rump. 
** Begone, thou double knave, or fool ; 
^ With the fame bucadt to warm and cod F 
** Friendftiip with fiurh I never hold, 
« Who're fo damrfd hot, and fo damrfd^ cdd.** 

EPISTLE to a FRIEND. 

AGAIN I urge my old objedion. 
That Modern Rules obftrua perfeSion,. 
And the fcverity of Tqfi€ 
^as laid the walk of Genius wafte. 

. Fancy's 
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FancyV a flight we deal no more in. 
Our authors creep inflead of fearing $ 
And all the brave imagination 
Is dwindled into declamation. 

But ftill you cry, in fober fadnefs, 
*« There is difcretion e*en in madnefs." 
A pithy fentence, but wants credit, 
Becaufe, I find, a Poet faid it: 
Their verdid makes but fmall impreiSon, 
Who are known liars by profeffion. 
Rife what exalted flights it will. 
True Genius will be Genius ftill. 
And fey, that horfe would you prefer,. 
Which wants a bridle, or a fpur? 
The mettled fteed may lofc his tricks s 
The jade grows callous to your kicks. 

Had Sbakejpeari crept by Modem Rules, 
We'd loft his witches, fairies, fools, 
Inftead of all that wild creation. 
He'd form'd a regular plantation, 
Pr garden trim and all inclos'd,.. 
In niceft fymmctry difpos'd. 
The hedges cut in proper order, 
Nor e'en a branch beyond it's border. 
Now like a Foreft he appears. 
The growth, of twice three hundred years'^ 

Whei^ 
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Where many a tree afpiring fhrouds 

Its aery fummit in the clouds. 

Where round it's root ftill lov^s to twine 

The ivy and wild eglantine, 

** But Shakefpearis alUcreativc fancy 
*« Made others love extravagancy, 
*' While cloud-capt Nonfcnfe was their aim, 
** Like Hurlothrumbo^s mad Lord Flame.** 
True. — Who can flop dull imitators, 
Thofe younger brothers of tranflators, 
Thofe infers, which from Genius rife. 
And buz about, in fwarms, like Flics? 
Falhion, that fets the modes of drcfs. 
Sheds too her influence o'er the prefs : 
As formerly the fons of rhime 
Sought Shakefpeare^n fancy and fublime. 
By cool corrednefs now they hope 
To emulate the praife of Popi. 
But Popi and Shakefpeare both difclaina 
Thefe low retainers to their fame. 

What talk can dulnefs e'er affeft 
So €afy, as to write correft ? 
Poets, *tis faid, are fure to fplit 
By too much or too little wit 5 
So, to avoid the extremes of cither. 
They mifs their mark, and follow neither : 

They 



i66 7& CONNOISSEUR. NM25- 

They fo cxa^y poife the fcale. 
That neither meafiirc will prevail ; 
And Mediacrity the Mufc 
Did never in her fons excufc. 
*Ti8 true, their Uwdry works arc graced 
With all the charms of modern Ti/?^, 
And ev*ry fenfelcfe line «is dreft 
In queint expreffion's tinfel veft. 
Say, did you never chance to meet 
A Monfteur Barber in die ftrect, 
Whofe ruffle, as it lank depends. 
And dangles o'er his fingers ends. 
His olive-tannM complexion graces. 
With little dabs of Drefdm laces ; 
While, for the Body, Monfteur PufF 
Wou'd think ev*n Dowlas fine enough ? 
So fares it witb our men of rhimes. 
Sweet tinklers of poetic chimes; 
For lace, and fringe, and tawdry cloaths. 
Sure never yet were greater beaux; 
But fairly ftrip them to the (hirt. 
They're all made up of rags and dirt. 

Shall then fuch wretches Bards commence. 
Without or fpirit, tafte, or fenfe ? 
And when they bring no other treafure. 
Shall I admire them for their meafure ? 

Oo 
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Or, do I fcorn the critic's rwles, 
Becaufe I will not learn of fools ? 
Although Longinus' foul-mouth'd profe 
With all the force of Genius glows $ 
Though Dioniftus* learned tafte 
Is ever manly, juft, and chafle. 
Who, like a (kilful, wife phyfician^~ 
Diffefts each part of compofition. 
And Ihews how beauty ftrtkes the foul. 
From a juft compaft of the whole ; 
Though judgment in ^intiiia?i*s page 
Holds forth her lamp for ev'ry age; 
Yet Hypercritics I difdain, 
A race, of blockheads, dull and vain^ 
And, laugh at all thofe empty fools> 
Who cramp a Genius with dull rules^ 
And what their narrow fciencc^ mocks^ 
Damn with the name of Heterodox, 
Thefe butchers of a poet's fame. 
While they ufurp the Critic's name. 
Cry, " this is 7*^^— that's my opinion i* 
And poets dread their mock dominion. 
So have you feen, with dire affright. 
The Petty Monarch of the night. 
Seated aloft in elbow-chair. 
Command the prisoners to appear; 
Harangue an hour on watchman's praife. 
And on the dire eftedl of frays j 

Then 



I 
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TTicn cry, •* you'll fuflFer for you daring, 
«• And damn you, you (hall pay for fwcaring:** 
Then, turning, tell th'aftonifli'd ring, 
I fU to reprefent the KING* 

- Numb. CXXVI. rburfday^ Jum 24, 1756. 

Proinde tona eloquio, folitum tibi. — ViR«. 

Bjxnt^ roar J tmd billow with theatric air^ 
And fink the rev rend preacher in the play r. 

Remember a rfeftor of a parUh at die 
court end of the town, who was generally 
accounted a very fine preacher, that ufed to 
aim at delivering himfelf in the moft bold and 
animated ftile ff oratory. The tone of his 
voice was nicely accommodated to the diflFercnt 
branches of his difcourfe, and every thing 
was pronounced with uncommon energy and 
emphafis : he alfo indulged himfelf in equal 
freedom of aSion, and abounded in various 
extraordinary gefticulations : his fermons them- 
felves were fown thick with tro pes, metaphors, 
and fimilies, and every-where enriched with 
apofirophe and profipopoeia. 

As I knew that this reverend gentleman had 
been abroad with a young nobleman in the 

capacity 
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capacity of a travelling tutor, I did not wonder 
at the violent exertion of his voice, and the 
vehemence of his adion ; this afieded air being 
a piece of clerical foppery, which an itinerant 
clergyman is apt to adopt, while his pupil is 
gleaning all the other follies of Paris : at which 
place it is very common to fee a capuchine fo- 
heated with the fubje<St, that he often feems in 
danger of throwing himfelf out of the pulpit. 
Bjut I was at a lofs how to account for the glow- 
ing fiile of his difcourfes ; *till, happening to turn 
over the works of a celebrated French preacher, 
1 found that the oratorical performances of my 
friend were no other than the faithful tranflations 
of them. 

This fort of pulpit plagiarifin may perhaps 
be more adapted to the tafte of fome of our 
fafhionable declaimers, than the more hackneyed 
method of tranfcribing a page from Barrow^ 
Tillotfon^ or Atterhury, But, although fuch 
pradiices may be lefs liable to deteftion, it is 
certainly more orthodox to rifle the works of 
our own Divines, than to ranfack the treafures 
of Romijh priefts ; and their inflamed orations 
are undoubtedly lefs adapted to the genius of 
our people, than the fober reafonings of our 
own preachers. Voltaire^ in his Eflay on Epic 

Vol. IV. I . Poetry, 



170 n/ CONNOISSEUR. NM26. 

Poetry, has touched this Point with his ufual 
vivacity, and given a very juft defctiption of: 
the diflferent fpecies of Pulpit Eloquence, th^t 
obtain in France and England. The whole . 
paiTage is as follows. ^^ Difcourfes, aiming . 
*' at the pathetic^ pronounced . with vehemence, 
*' and accompanied with vident geftures, would 
•* excite laughter in an Englijh congregation. 
** For as they are fond of bloated language and 
<< the moft impaffioned eloquence on the Stage, 
** fo in the Pulpit they zStSk the moft un- 
•* ornamented fimplicity. A Sermon in Franu 
** is a long Declamation^ fcrupuloufly divided 
^^ into three parts, and delivered with enthujiafm. 
•* In England, a Sermon is a /olid, but fomc- 
** times dry, Dijfertatton, which a man reads to 
•* the people, without gefture, and without any 
•* parhcular exaltation of the voice. In Italy^ 
" (he adds) a Sermon is a Spiritual Comedy :"' 
or rather Farce, he might have faid ; fince the 
Preachers in that country harangue their audience, 
running to and fro on a fort of raifed ftage, like 
a mountebank. It muft be owned, however, 
that feme of our clergy are greatly wanting 
in that life and fpirit, which would render 
their inftrudions more aiFciSing, . as well as 
more pleafing. Their fermons are frequently 
drawled out in one dull tone, without any 

variation 
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variation of voice or gefture: fo tha^ it is no 
wonder, if fome of the congregation fhould 
be caught nap|)ing, when the preacher himfelf 
hardly feiems to be awake. But though this 
drowfy delivery is not to be commended, yet 
a felfious earneftnefs is moft likely to' engaged 
the attention, and convince the reafon. This 
manner, as it is moft decent in itfelf, is beft 
fuitfi^d to an Engttjh audience: though it is no 
wonder, that a different ftrain of oratory (hould 
prevail in Prance \ fince a Frenchman accompanies 
almoft every word in ordinary cbnverfation with 
fome fantaftic gefture, and eveh inquires con- 
cerning your health, and' talks of the weather, 
with a thoufand (hrugs and grimaced. 

But though I do not like to fee a preacher 
lazily lolling on the cofhion, or dozing over his 
fermon-cafe, and haranguing his audience with . 
an unchriftian apathy ; yet even this urianimated 
delivery is perhaps lefs offenfive, than to obferve 
a clergyman not fo affiduous to inftru<Sl his 
audience, as to be admired by them : not to 
mention, £hat even Vottaire ' himfelf feems to 
think our manner of preaching preferable, on 
the whole, to the declamatory flile and affefled 
geftures, ufed by the clergy of hfs own nation. 
A fobfer divine 'fliould not afcend the pulpit with 
I 2 the 



\ 
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the fame paffions that a public orator mounts 
the roftrum: much lefs Ihould he aflume the 
voice, gcfture, and deportment of a player, and 
the language of the theatre. He Ihould preferve 
a temperance in the moft earned parts of his 
difcourfe, and go through the whole of it in 
fuch a manner, as beft agrees with the folemn 
place in which it is uttered. Pompous nonfenfe^ 
bellowed out with a thundering accent, comes 
with a worfe grace from the pulpit, than bom* 
bail and fuftian injudicioufly ranted forth by a 
** peri wig-pated fellow" on the ftage. I cannot 
better illuftratc the abfurdity and indecency of 
this manner, than by a familiar, though {haine- 
ful, inftancc of it. Whoever has occafionally 
joined with the butchers in making up the 
audience of the Clare -Market Orator, will agree 
with me, that the impropriety of his ftile and 
the extravagance of his aflion become flill more 
fhocking and intolerable by the day which they 
profane, and the eccleGaftic appearance of the 
place in which the declaimer harangues. Thus, 
while thofe who thunder out damnation from 
parifli pulpits, may, from afluming the manners 
of the theatre, be refembled to ranting players ; 
the Clare-Marhct Orator, while he turns reli- 
gion into farce, ^uft be confidered as exhibiting 
fhews and interludes of an inferior nature, and 

himfelf 



NM26. 75&^CONNOISSEUR. 173 
himfelf regarded as a Jack-pudding in a gown 
and cakTock. 

A BLOATED flile is perhaps of all others 
lead to be commended. It is more frequently 
made a flielter for nonfenfe, than a vehicle of 
truth : but, though improper on all occafions, 
it more efpecially deviates from the chaftc 
plainnefs and fimplicity of Pulpit Eloquence. 
Nor am I lefs difpleafed with thofe who arg 
admired l^y fome as pretty preachers ; as I think 
a clergyman may be a coxcomb in his ilile and 
manner, as well as a prig in his appearance. 
Flowers of rhetoric, injudicioufly fcattercd over 
a fermon, are as difgufting in his difcourfe, as 
the fmug wig and fcented white handkerchief 
in his drefs. The pretty preacher aims alfo at 
politenefs and good -breeding, takes the ladies to 
talk in a genteel vein of raillery, and handles 
th^ir modifh foibles with the fame air that he 
gallants their fans : but if he has a mind to put 
his abilities to the ftretch, and indulge himfelf 
in a more than ordinary flow of rhetoric, he 
fritters away the folemnity of fome fcriptural 
fubjeft ; and I have heard a flourifliing declaimer 
of this caft take off from the awful idea of the 
Paffion^ by dwelling principally on the graceful- 
n^fs of perfon, fweetnefs of voice, and elegance 
I 3 of 
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of deportment, in the Divine SufFerer ; and at 
another time, in fpeaking of the Fall, I have 
known him enter into a pifturefque defcription 
of the woods, grove8» and rivulets, panfies, pinks, 
and violets, that threw a perpetual gaiety over 
the face of nature in the garden of Eden. 

Affected oratory ^nd an extravagant delivery 

were firft praftifed by thofe, who yaiy from the 

eftabliflied church : nor is there any manner (o 

unbecoming and indecent, which has not, at one 

time or another, been accounted truly fpiritual 

and graceful* Snuffling through the nofe, with 

an harmonious twang, has been /eg^rded ai « 

kind of church -muftc bcft calculated to raUe 

devotion, and a piteous c()oru8 of iigbf and 

groans has been thought the n»o(l effedual c^l 

to repentance. Irregular tremblings of the yosce, 

and cootorfions of the periba, have long been 

the eloquence of Quakers and Pre%teuafls : 

and are now the favourite, mode of pre^clning 

praftifed by thofe felf- ordained teachers, who 

ftrike out new lights in religion^ and pour 

forth their extempore rhapfodies in a torrent 

of enthufiaftical oratory. An infpircd cobler 

will thunder out anathemas, with the tone and 

gefture of St. Pa^U from a joint-ftool ; and an 

enlightened brickjayer will work himf<^ *JP.^^ 

.- T fuch 
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fuch a pitch of vehemence, as (hall make his 
audience quake again. I am forry to fee our 
-ifigular divines rather copying, than reforming, 
this hot and extravagant manner of preaching : 
and have with pain been witnefs to a wild in- 
temperate delivery in our parilh-churches, which. 
I {hould only have expefted at tb9 chapel in 
Long-Acre^ or at the Foundery and Tabernacle 
in Moor-Fields. 

As a ferious earneftnefs in the delivery, and 
a nervous fimplicity in the ftile of a difcpurfe, 
are the moft becoming ornaments of the pulpit, 
♦ fo an aflFedation of cloquonce is no where fo 
o£Fenflve. The delivery of a preacher, ^as w*ll 
as his diflion, fhould, liice his dreis, be plain and 
decent. Inflamed eloquence and wild geftupes 
are unfuitable to the place and his funtSlion ; and 
Aough fuch vehement heat may perhaps kindle 
the zeal of a few epthufiaflic old beldams in 
die aile, it has a very different effeiS: on the jndre 
TatioDal part of the congregation. I would there- 
' fore reconrunend it to our faihionabk divines, to 
aim at being Preachers rather than Oratiors or 
Adofs, and to endeavour :to make their iiifcourfes 
appear like Sermons rather tbaa Oratiom. 

O ' 

I 4 Numb, 
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Numb. CXXVII. Thurfdaf, July \, 1756. 

Fervens difficili bile tumet jecur. HoR. 

Rage in her eyes^ dtflraSlion in her mieny 
Her breaft indignant /wells with jealous fpleen. 

To Mr. r Pr N. 

S I R, 

WE are told, that in Spain it is the cuftom 
for hulbands never to let their wives go 
abroad without a watchful old woman to attend 
them ; and in Turiey it is the fafhion to lock 
up their miftrelTes under the guard of a trufijr 
eunuch : but I never knew, that in any country 
the men were put under the fame reflriSions. 
Alas! Sir, my wife is to me a very Duenna: 
(he is as careful of me, as the Keijler Jga^ or 
Chief Eunuch, is of the Grand Signior's favourite 
Sultana : and whether fhe believes that I am in 
love with every woman, or that every woman 
is in love with me, (he will never truft me out 
of her fight ; but fticks as clofe to me, as if (he 
really was, without a figure, bone of my bone, 
and flefli of my flefh. I am never fuffered to 
ftir abroad without her, left I (hould go aftray ; 

and 
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and at home fhe follows me up and down the 
houfe, like a child 4n leading- firings : nay, if 
I do but ftep down flairs on any ordinary 
.occafion, (he is fo afraid I fhould give her the 
flip, that the always fcreams after me, " my 
*' dear, you are not going out;" though, for 
better fecurity, fhe generally locks up my hat 
and cane, together with her own gloves and 
cardinal, that one may not fiir out without 
the other. 

I CANNOT flatter myfelf, that I am handfomcr 
or better made than other men : nor has (be, 
in my eyes at leaft, fewer charms than other 
women. Need I add, that my complexion is 
not over fanguine, nor my conflitution very 
robuft ? and yet (he is fo very doubtful of my 
conftancy, that I cannot fpeak, or even pay 
the compliment of my hat, to any young lady, 
though in public, without giving new alarms to 
her jealoufy. Such an one, (he is fure from her 
flaunting airs, is a kept madam ; another is no 
better than (he (hould be ; and fhe faw another 
tip me the wink, or give me a nod, as a mark 
of fome private alEgnation between us. A niin. 
Sir, might as foon force her way into a convent 
of monks, as any young woman get admittance 
. into our houfe : fhe has therefore affronted all 
I 5 her 
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her acquaii^nce of her own fcx, that are not, 
or might not have been, the grandmothers of 
maoy geneiatkMs ; and is at home to xi(rf>od]r, 
but maiden ladidi an die bToom of threc&ore, 
and beauties of the laft centuiy. 

She will fcarce allow me to mix even with 
perfons of my own fex; and {he Idoks upon 
bachelors in particular, as no better than pimps 
and common feducers 5 one evening, indeed, 
(he vouchfafed to truft me out of doors at a 
tavern with fomc of my male friends ; but the 
firift bottle had fcarce gone round, before word 
was brought up, that my boy was come with 
the lanthom to light me home. I fent him back 
with orders to call in an hour ; when prefently 
after the maid Mras difpatched, with notice that 
my dear was gone to bed vtiy ill, and wanted 
me direSly. I was preparing to obey the fum- 
mons; when, to our great firrprife, the fick 
lady herfelf bolted into the room, complained of 
my cruel heart, and fell into a fit ; from which 
Ihe did not recover, 'till the coach had fet us 
down at out own houfe. She then called me 
the bafeft of hufband?, and faid, that all taverns 
were no better than bawdy-houfes, and that nlen 
only went thither to meet naughty women : at 
laft fhe declared it to be her firm refolution, that 

I fliould 
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I fliould never fct my foot in any one of them 
again, except herfdf be allowed to make one of 
the company. 

f 

You will fuppofe, Sir, that white my Wife 
is thus cautious that f (hould not be led atti^y 
when abroad, '(he takes particular care, that 
I may not ftumble on temptation at honie. 
For this reafon, as foon as I had brought her 
to my houfe, my two maid-fervants were im- 
mediately turned away -at a moment^s warding, 
not without many covert bint9,Maiid. fqme open 
accufations, of too near an intimacf between 
us : though I proteft to you, one was a feeble 
old wrinkled creature, ae haggard and frightful 
as mother Shtpton ; and the other, a ftrapping 
wench, as coarfc and brawny as the Female 
Sam/on. Even my man J^hftj who had lived 
in the family for thirty years, was packed off, 
as being too well ficquainted with hiJ mafier's 
fly ways.- A chair- woman was forced to do our 
work for fome time, before madam could fuit 
herfelf with maids for her purpofe. One was too 
pert an hufly; another went too fine; another 
was an impudent forward young baggage. At 
prefent our houfliold ispnade up of fucb beautiful 
monfters, as Caliban himfelf might fall in love 
with: my lady's own waiting -woman has a 
I 6 moil 
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moft inviting hump-back, and is fo charmingly 
paralytic, that (he ihakes all over, like a Cbirufi 
figure ; the houfe-maid fquints moft delightfully 
with one folitary eye, which weeps continually 
for the lofs of it's fellow \ and the cook, befides 
a moft captivating red face and protuberant 
^ waift, has a moft graceful hobble in her gait, 
occafioi^ed by one leg being fhorter than the 
other. 

I NEED not tell you, that I muft never write ' 

1 a letter, but my wife muft fee the contents, 

before it is done up; and that I never dare to 

open one, till (he has broke the feal, or read 

It, 'till (he has firft run it over. Every rap at 

the door from the poft-man makes her tremble ; • 

and I have known her ready to burft with 

fpleen at feeing a fuperfcription, written in a fair 

, Iu£mi hand, though perhaps it only comes from 

my aunt in the country. She can pick out an 

intrigue even from the impreffion on the wax : 

and a Cupid^ or two hearts joined in union, 

or a wafer pricked with a pin, or ftamped with 

a thimble, (he interprets as the certain tokens 

of a billet*doux : and if there is a blank fpace . 

left in any part of the letter, (he always holds 

it for fome time before the fire ; that, if it (hould 

be filled with any fccret contents, written In 

juice 
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juice of lemons, they may by that means 
become vifible. 

About a month ago (he found a myfterious 
paper in my coat-pocket, which awakened all 
her toiftruft. This fufpicious manufcript was 
drawn up in hieroglyphics ; which, as fhe could 
not interpret, {he immediately concluded it to 
be a bilUt'doux from fome nafty creature, whom 
I fecretly maintained in a corner of the Town ; 
and that we correfponded together in cypher. 
This terrible paper. Sir, was in truth no other 
than a bill from my blackfmith in the country ; 
who, never having learnt to write, exprefled his 
meaning by charafters of his own invention. 
Thus, if he had mended a fpade, he charged if 
to my account, by drawing, as well as he could, 
the figure of a fpade, and adding at a little 
diftance fix perpendicular lines, to fignify Jbc' 
pence \ or, if he had repaired a plough, he 
(ketched out that alfo in the fame kind of rough 
draught, and annexed to it four curve lines, to 
denote four Jhillings. This matter I explained 
to my wife as fully as pofTible, but very little 
to her fatisfaSion. It is abfolutely impoffible to 
quiet her fufpicions : fhe is perpetually reproach- 
ing me with my private trull, nay upbraids me 
on this account before ftrangers s and it was but 

laft 
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laft week, that ihe put me to inconcetvaUe 
confufion before a whole room-full of company, 
by telling them, that I was in love with a 
blackfinith. 

Jealousy, Sir, it is faid, is a fign of love. 

It may be fo : but it is a fpecies of love, which 

is attended with all the malevolent properties 

of hate : nay, I will venture to fay, that many 

a modern wife hates her hulband moft heartily, 

without caudng him half that uneafinefs, which 

my loving confort's fufpicious temper creates to 

me. Her jealous whims difturb me the more, 

becaufe I am naturally of an even mind and 

calm difpofition : and one of the chief Meflingt 

I promifed myfelf in matrimony was, to enjoy 

the fweets of domeftic tranquillity. I loved my 

wife pai&onately ; but I mud own, that thefe 

perpetual attacks upon my peace make me regard 

, her with lefs and lefs tendernefs every day ; and 

though there is not a woman in the world that 

I would prefer to my wife, yet I am apt to think, 

that fuch violent fufpicions, without a caufe, have 

often created real matter for jealoufy. 

I am. Sir, Your humble fervant, &c. 
T 

NUMS. 
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Numb. CXXVIII. ^ Thurfday, July 8, 1756. 



Quod optimum fit quaeritis convivium. 

In quofl Cholaure^ non venit? Mart. 

Happy that houfe^ where Fiddles never come^ 
Homy Hautboy 9 Harp/ichrdj nor Kettle- Drum f 

Ta Mr. 1" O JV If. 

SIR, 

MY wife is mad, dark mad ; and unlefi 
you can prescribe fome remedy for that 
ftrange phrenzy which poiTeiles her, my peace 
of mind muft be for ever broken, and my fortune 
inevitably ruined. You muft know. Sir, that 
(he is afflided with a diforder exa£Uy o|)po(ite 
to the bice of a Tarantula: for, as that is faid 
to admit of no cure but mufic, theip is not a 
note in the Gamuts but what tends to heighten 
and inflame ipy wife's hmacy. I find it is the 
fafhion, in this age, for fingers and fidlers to 
publifli Appeals to the public: wherefore, as 
you have hitherto liftened to the complaints of 
hufbands, I muft beg you now to confider mine^ 
and to fuffer me alfo to appeal to the public, by 
means of your paper. 

A FEW 
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A FEW years ago buftnefs called me over to 
Italy \ where this unfortunate woman received 
the firft touches of this diforder. She foon con- 
ceived a violent . paffion for Tafte in general, 
which fettled at laft in an unquenchable rage 
after mufical compofitions. Solos, Sonatas, 
Operas, and Concertos became her fole em- 
ployment and delightf and fingers and muficians 
her only company. At length, full of Italian 
airs, (he returned to England^ where alfo her 
whole happinefs has been centered in the or- 
cheflra, and it has been her whole pride to be 
thought a Conmijfeur in mufic. If there is an 
opera, oratorio, or concert, to be performed 
within the bills of mortality, 1 do not believe, 
that the riches of the Indus could prevail on 
her to be abfent. Two, and only two, good 
^nfequences flow from this madiiefs ; and thofc 
are, that {he conftantly attends St. James's 
chapel, for the fake of the anthem and the reft 
^f the mufic : and, out of the many pounds idly 
fquandered in minims and femi -quavers, fome 
few are dedicated to charities, which are pro- 
moted by mufical performances. 

But what makes this rage after catgut more 
irkfome and intolerable to me is, that I have 
not myfelf the leaft idea of what they call Tafte, 

and 
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and it almoft drives me mad to be peftered with 
it. I am a plain man, and have not the leaft 
fpice of a Connoijfeur in my compofition; yet 
nothing will fatisfy my wife, unlefs I appear as 
fond of fuch nonfenfe as herfelf. About a 
month ago fhe prevailed on me to attend her 
to the Opera, where every dying fall made her 
expire, as well as Lady Townfy. She was ra- 
vifhed with one air, in extafies at another, ap- 
plauded Ricdarelliy encored Mingotiiy and, in 
ihort, a£led like an abfolute mad -woman; 
while the performance^ and her behaviour, had 
a quite difFerent eiFe£l upon me, who fat dumb 
with confufion, *^ moft mufical, moft melan« 
** choly,** at her elbow. When we came home 
again, (he feemed as happy as harmony could 
make her; but I muft own, that I was all dif- 
cord, and moft heartily vexed at being made a 
fool in public. ♦< Well, my dear, faid flie, 
*• how do you like the Opera ?" >*^ Zouns, 

•* madam, I would as foon be dragged through 
** an horfepond, as to go to an opera with you 

<* again." " O fie, but you muft be de- 

" lighted with The MingotuV* " Thi Afm* 

« gotti! The Devil." Well, 1 am forry 

<* for it. Sir Aqron^ but I find you have no 

i6 Ear." " Ear, Madam ? I had rather 

•« cut off my ears, than fuffer them to make 

« mc 
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«< mc an ideot." To this (he made me no reply^ 
but began a favourite opera tune, and, after taking 
a tour round the ropm> like one of the iinger9» 
left me alone. 

, If my wife couU be fetisfied, like other mi*- 
fical Wie$, with attending public performances, 
.and now and then thrtmming on her hvrp&- 
chord the tunes fhe bears there, I fhould be 
.content : but flie haa alfo a concert of h&c own 
conftantlf once a week. Here ibe is in ftill 
greater raptures than at the opera» as all the 
tDiufic is chofen and appointed by herfelf. The 
cxpeii^e of this whim ia monflrous ; for not one 
of thefe people will open fheir mouths, or roim 
a fingle ftring, without being very well paid for 
. it. Then (be muft have all the beft handa and 
voices ; and has almoft as large a fet of per- 
formers in pay as the manager of the opera. It 
puts me quite out of patience to fee thefe fellows 
firutting about my houfe, <lreft up jjke lods and 
gentlemen. Not a fingle fi41er, or finger, but 
what appears in lace or embroidery ; and I once 
miftook ray wife's chief mufician for a foreign 
ambafTador. 

It is mipoflSble to recount the numberlefs 

lollies, to vidiich this ridiculous paffic»i for mufic 

J expofes 
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expofes her. Her devotion to the art makes her 
ajmoft adoife the profeflbrs of it. A mufician 
is a greater mau in berfye^ than a duke j and 
fhe would fooner oblige an opera-finger than a 
countefs. She k as bufy in ptpmoting their 
benefits, as if fhe was to have the receipts of the 
houfe ; and quarrels with all her a^cquaintance, 
who will not permit her to load them with 
tickets- Every fidler in town makes it is bufi- 
nefs to, fcrape an acquaintance with her; and 
an Italian is no fooner imported, than fhe be- 
comes a part of my wife's band of performers. 
In the late Opera diiputes, ihe has been a moft 
furious partisan I and it is impoi&ble for any pa* 
triot to feel more anxiety for the danger of Blak^ 
tiey znd Miwrcfff than flie has fufFered on aqcount 
of the Opera, and the lofs oiMingotti. 

I DO not believe my wife has a (ingle idea 
except recitative, airs^ counter-tenor, thorough- 
bafs, &c. which are perpetually finging in bfr 
head. When we fit together, inftead of joining 
in any agreeable converfation, ihe is al\^^s 
either humming a tune, or " difcourfuig moft 
*' eloquent mufic," Nature has denied her a 
voice; but, ^ Italy h^ given .her Xafte and;a 
graceful manner* Jttie is continually fqueakijtg 
.our ftrains> 1^ melodious than t^c harmo^ of 
' ^ ' * ballad- 
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ballad -finging in our ftreets, or pfaltn-finging in 
a country- church. To make her ftill more ri- 
diculous, fhe learns to play on that mafculine 
inftrumcnt, the bafs-viol : the pleafure of which 
nothing can prevail on her to forego, as the bafs- 
viol, (he daily tells me, contains the whole power 
and very foul of harmony. 

What method, Mr. Town, (hall I perfue 
to cure my wife of this mufical phrenzy ? I have 
fomc thoughts of holding weekly a burlefquc 
Rorotorto^ compofed of mock -airs, with grand 
accompanyments of the Jew*s Harp, Wooden 
Spoons, and Marrowbones and Cleavers, on the 
fame day with my wife's concert ; and have ac- 
tually fent to two of Mrs. Midnights hands to 
teach me the art and myftery of playing on the 
Brom flick and Hurdy-Gurdy, at the fame time 
that my wife learns on the bafs-viol. I have alfo 
a ftrong rough voice, which will enable me to 
roar out Bumper 'Squire Jones, Roqfi Beefy or 
fome other old Englijh ballad, whenever (he begins 
to trill forth her melodious airs in Italian, If this 
has no efFeft, I will learn to beat the drum, or 
wind the poft-horn : and if I fliould ftill find it 
' impoiHble for noife and clamour to overcome the 
found of her voices , and inlf ruments, I have 
Tcfolved peremptorily to fhut my doors againft 

fingers 
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fingers and fidlers, and even to demoliOi her 
harpfichord and bafs-viol. 

But this, alas ! is coming to extremities, 
which I am ahnoft afraid to venture, and would 
endeavour to avoid. I have no averfion to 
mufic ; but I would not be a fidlcr : nor do I 
diAike company ; yet 1 would as foon keep an 
inn, as convert my houfe into a theatre for all 
the idle things of both fexes to afTemble at. But 
my wife's affetStions are fo wedded to the Gamuts 
that 1 cannot devife any means to wean her from 
this folly. If I could make her fond of drefs, 
or teach her to love cards, plays, or any thing 
but mufic, I (hould be happy. This method of 
deftroying my peace with harmony, is no better 
than tickling me to death \ and to fquander 
away fuch fums of money on a parcel of bawling 
fcraping rafcals in laced coats and. bag- wigs, is 
abfolutely giving away my eftate for an old fong. 
You, Mr. Town, are a profefled Cmmijfeuri 
therefore, either give me a little Tafte, or teach 
my wife to abandon it : for at prefent we are But 
a jangling pair, and there is not the lead har- 
mony between us, though, like bafs and trible, we 
are obliged to join in concert. 

I am. Sir, your humble fervant, 

T Aaron Humkin. 
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Numb. CXXIX. Thurfday^ July 1 5, 1 756. 



-- — Poft cineres gloria fera vcnit. Mart. 

Fame to mr afier comes ^ alas ! too Idle \ 
And praife fmeBs rank upon the coffin-plate. 

/To Mr. TO fFK 

SIR, 

I Am a rich old bachelor, and, like other 
ancient gentlemen' of that order, am very 
fond of being indulged in all my odd humours, 
and always having my own way. This is one 
reafon I never mairied : for if my wife had 
been a (hrewilh termagant, (he would have 
killed me ; and if fee had been a tame domeftic 
animal, I (hould have killed her. But the way 
of life I have now fallen into is, of all others, 
the beff calculated to gratif/ my fantaftical 
temper. I have no near relation, indeed, who 
will fubmit to be treated as an humble coufm aH 
my life, in hopes of being happy at my death ; 
yet I abound in fycophants and followers, every 
one of whom I delude, like another Volponey 
with the cxpeftations of being made my heir. 

The 
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The abje<ft fpirit of thefe wretches flatters me, 
and amufes me. I am indolent, and l»te con* 
tradiftton ; and can fafdy fay,, tt^ not one of my 
acqi^intance has contradided me for thefe fevtn' 
years, There is not one of them but would \mi 
glad if I would fpit in his face^ or rejoice at a 
kick of the breech from me, if they thought. I 
meant it as a token of my familiarity. When^ 
I am grave, they appear as dull as mutes at a 
funeral : When I fmile, they grin like monkies:> 
when I tell a filly ftory, they chuckle over every* 
ridiculous particular, aiid ihake their fides in ad->' 
miration of my wit. Sometimes I pretend to be 
fliort-fighted, and then not one of them fees 
farther than is nofe. They fwallow four wine, 
eat mufty victuals, and are proud to ride in my 
old boots. 

I HAV£ been told of a certain prelate, who. 
brought his chaplains to fuch a degree of fer- . 
vility, that after every deal at whift, they would 
afk him, what he would chule to have for 
trunips nexi: deal ? I keep my fellows in equal 
good order* They ari think me a clofe old. 
hunks; and, imagining that winning their 
money will put me in good humour with them, 
they pradife all the arts of iharping to cheat 
themfelves. I have known them pack the cards 

at 
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at Whift, that I might hold all the four honours 
in my own hand : they will load the dice in my 
favour, at Hazard ; pocket themfelves on pur- 
pofc at Billiards; and at Bowls, if any one is 
near winning the game, he never fails in the 
next caft to miftake his biafs. It is impoffible 
for the moft defpotic monarch to be more abfo- 
lute over his fubje£l$, than I am over thefe 
flaves and fycophants. Yet, in fpite of all their 
endeavours to oblige me, I moft heartily defpife 
them ; and have already drawn up a will, in 
which I have bequeathed to each of them a 
fiiilUng and a dog-collar. 

But, though I have fettled in my mind 
what legacies I fliall leave to them, I have not 
thoroughly refolved in what manner I (hall difr 
pofe of the bulk of my eftate. Indeed, I am 
fully determined, like moft other wealthy 
bachelors, either to leave my fortune to fome 
oftentatious pious ufes, or to perfons whom I 
have never feen, and for whofe charaflers I 
have not the leaft regard or eftecm. • To fpeak 
fmcerely, oftentation carries away my whole 
heart : but then it is a little diflScult to find 
out a new obje£l to indwlge my vanity, whilft 
I am on this ftde the grave; by fecuring to me 

a certain 
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ji< xrertairi profpe6l xt poMiqinqus^f^iilies MrMoh is 
•idways ift> agretiableto livifig prtdfl(» ' ^ 

The hofpihats are fe Htrtncrotw, ihtt my 
aiame >wiil be loft among thofe more known 
vnd iefl<bU{lid<)^f ^^i Morihiy "Bmcnfty and 
i isiio^r Hot Who* • Befidesj in the fjiace of fotfr 
or: fivr IdeAfurice^'ifteAaps, it may be thought, 
nicDluftitblllflf^ing my Avhd^ length pifture and 
ftatue^^ that'll fcad iiSftance from parliament. 
If I order my money to be laid out in churches'; 
they will never be b,y jU : Jf jn, temple^ gardens, 
lake^, obeliflcs, and ferpentlne rivers, the next 
gelierali6n of Ae ftiiis of Tafte will demolifh all 
my works, turn my rounds into fquares, and my 
iifiiares into rdofids^. aii4 not l^ve etren niy btift, 
^tthough' it- Wefe c«ft' in plaifter of Paris by 
Mr. -/J<7^frw>j or^ work<*d -op in Wax 'by Mr; 
GtWfy, Or AippoGhg, in Imitation of Yonie of 
mf p*^3de«ffors^^ I tiTije to bequeath* my *f6lrtuile 
toi toy' hdufektfepfer,- a^ recommehti heif In niy^ 
Will>ai8 a fatt^rn of VkW, diligenee,* irtd eVeiy 
good qWaKtyi, what will -be.the effeft? 'Ri three 
week^ afteKUiy death (he wiH'marry an Irijhman^ 
Mki 1 ftlaAl ^ even* ^njoy* tdy' ttiohtiment and 
n^l&pt^^g in ff^^mf^€f'-/fbb'^ J ' " ' . " 
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NoTifiNO petplexes me fo mach ^ the 
tKfpofal of my money, bjr my laft will and tefla- 
ment. While I am living it procures the moft 
fervile compliance with all my whims from my 
iycophants, and feveral other conveoiencies : 
bdt I would fain buy hmt with it after my 
death. Do but inftru6t n^, how I may lay it 
out in the mod valuable purchafes of t;bis fort ; 
onjy difcover fome new object .of charitys and 
perhaps I may bequeath you ^ round fum of 
money for your advice* 

I am, Sir, your humble fervant, 

, Tmoma«.Vainali.. 

It is faid by an old poet, that no man's life 
can be called happy or unhappy 'till his death ; 
in like manner, I have often thought, that no 
words or a£tions are a better comment on a 
pprfon's temper and difpotkion, than hts laft 
will and teftament. This is a true pc^ti^aiture 
of himfelf, drawn at full length: by his own 
hand, in which the painting is commpnly very 
lively, and the features very firongly marked. 
In the difcharge.of this folemn a^, people iigii 
and feal themfelves, either wife and good ^cba-. 
raiiers, or villains and fools: and any perfon 
that makes a ndiculous will, and bequeaths iiis 

money 
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money^ to frivotous ufcs, only takes a great deal 
of pains, like Dogberry in the play, " that he may 
^^ be fet down an afs/' 

Th s iQve of fame governs our anions more 
univerfally than any other paffion. All the reft 
gradually drop oiF, but this runs through our 
whole lives. This perhaps is one of the chief 
inducements^ that influences wealthy perfons to 
bec^ueath their pofl!eflions to oftentatious ufes ; and 
they would as willingly lay out a confiderable 
fum in buying a great name (if pofBble) at their 
deaths, as they vi?ould beftow it on the purchafc 
of a coat of heraldry, during their lives. They 
are pleafed with leaving fome memorial of their 
extftence behind them, and to perpetuate the 
remembrance of themfelves by the application 
of their money to fome vain-glorious purpofes j 
though the good gentlemen never did one a£t 
to make themfelves remarkabje, or laid out a 
fingle billing in a laudable manner, while they 
lived. If 9Xi Apothejis were to be bought, how 
many rich rogues would be deified after theic 
deaths I not a plumb in (he city but would 
purchafe this imaginary godfhip, as readily as 
he paid for his freedom at his firft fetting up j^ 
and 1 doubt not but this fantaftical diftin£lion 
K 2 would 
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would be more frequent on an -efcutdieon, than 
t coronet. 

The difpofal of our fortunes by our laft will 
ftotrtdbeconfidered'as thc'ilifeharge 0/ a ^cred 
trtift, which we fliould endeavour to execute in^a 
juft manner ; 'Aid as We haveh^Jthc* emoymcht 
of rich poflelfions, we oughi carefully to pfovide^ 
that they may devolve to tWofe, who have the 
ttiofft natural daim to them. They who may 
firft detaand our fevour, arc thofe who are allied 
to us^ by the ties of blooA : next to Aefei ftand 
thofe perfons to whom We are connected by 
friendfhfp ; ^nd, next to Out frierids ahd relations, 
mankind in general. ' But tiid humanity of a 
teftator will not be • thought very extend vc, 
though it reaches to pofterity,. Or includes the 
pdor in general, if it nfegle£h ' the ohje&i 
6f charity Intmedlafely mider his feye, or diofe 
fhdivi(dua;ls", Who have' the befttltlfe 'tO his bent- 
Volence.^''/^r^if/ has ' placed ^thifc rich' men, 
who beftowed ' ftonfe ' of their wealth ^ on their 
rfelktioir^^^ amdiiH; the chief perionages in' his 
ktll .'; WheWfere ' I WouW ^ advifd my 'good- cor- 
Mp6ndeftt Mr i'FtimaO S?ft''to cohffiler, \Vh'etKtt ' 
he h^s not, Ibme poor relation, ftarvrpg .perhaps 
jn fofp diftant part of .thj^ kingdom i after that^ 

let 
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kt bina look.jrpun4»jWl(ieHier he basj not fomc^ 
firicnds, whom be xmy: poffibly rejievp from, 
mifery and diftreft. But if he ha$ no relation,, 
nor any perfon in the world that has any regard 
for him, h^fot^ he begiiw to endow a college, 
0r foqnji an hirfpit^J, I (bpuW tak^ k ajs a p^r-, 
t^cular favoMr if b^ would kave hi^ mQi^y ta 
q;^) and will- promife to^ imqiprtalize bis m&<t 
poiy in tii^' C^npijffiur* , 

Nu M B. CXXX. fhurjday^ July 22, 1 756, 

^»—— ■— — i^— ■ I I ' ' ^^ ' I I III 

•^- -^ Lyr«' felers, et cantor. — — Hor-. 

5fic;/r^ Virtaofa ! wkh tubal art Jhe /tngs^ . 
Jf^tib wiat a gu&ojiriin tbs inmblirtg^ingt ! I 

I.Have juft received tl^ foUowiiog, letter from 
lady 'Humiiriy the mufical conlbj:t of roJ^^l^te 
correfpondent Sir Jaron* I fhall not pretend to 
moderate in/amijy-difputcs.offi) important a na- 
ture, but l^ave each party to fpeak for tbemf^vef « 

•■■ Mr. Town, ' il 

PRAY hear both fides fairly, beforfe.yoii 
judge ; for (to ulc the vulgar expreffion) one 
ftory is good, ^till the ottier is told. 1 am, Sif, 
&e -urifortiiWte- Wife o£ that* inelegant- (f h^d 
^ . * K,3 almofl: 
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iilmoft faid infcnfible) huftnind, who, in yoar 
paper of the eighth inftant, pronounces and 
publiflics me to be mad, ftark mad. 

I CONFESS and glory in my paffion for mufic : 
and can there be a nobler or more generous onc^ 
My nerves are naturally ftrung to harmony, 
and varioufly afFefted by the various combitiations 
of the Gamut. Some ftay in haly added IkiH 
and tafte in compofition to my natural happy 
^ifpofition to mufic; and the bcft judgei, as 
well as the bcft. performers in that Countr}', 
allowed me to have an uncommon fhare of 
wtii. I both coropofe and perform^ Sir : and 
though I fay it, perhaps few, even of the pro- 
feffion, poflefs the ctntra-punto and the cromatii 
betters and I have had the unfpeakable pleaiure 
•f hearing my compofitions and my performances 
dignified in Italy with the unanimous appellations 
of fquljito^ dhinoy and adorivok* 

Is there any madncfs in this? Does not he 
better deferve that imputation whofe breaft is 
infenfible and impenetrable to all the charms 
and powers of harmony ? To be plain, I mean 
my hufljand ; whom I have frequently feen yawn, 
nay leave the room^ in the middle of the rooft 
inching pathetic, fung by the moft affeAing 

Sigmra 
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Si^ft&ra ASftg^ttij accompanied by the divine 
Signer £ Giardim. And yet, — pardon this 
dtgreffive tranfport^-^how irrefiftible is the ex« 
preifion, the melody, the cadences,^ the apo** 
gyuOurm^ of that incoiHparable vktuofa ! What 
energy^ ^3t delicacy, and what variety are iti' 
the Mmitahle coipipofitions and execution of the' 
dxmtAns^Sipwr JiOiar^m ! W|iat an arpeggig. 
he has, what z Jlaccato^ what an andante! la 
fluoft, I may, I am fure, with truth afiert, that 
whether ia the albgro or the piano ^ the adagio y' 
the largOy €x the forUy he ijever had his equal*' 
Qhy Mr« TowKy what an irretrievable lois has 
this country fuftained F My good man, among 
his other qualifications, is a politician, you muft 
know; and one of his principal objc6lions againft 
tbefe virtuofi is, that they are foreigners. He 
flew into a violent paflion with me laft Sunday 
nigb^ becaufe I bad a concert at my houfe, 
wbeh (be iaid) fuoh bad news were received 
ftmn ahrcMid, I know not what he, and other 
OHiddy-headed politicians, may. think : but let 
bim lalk what>}ie will .of the Bbkenif^ the 
Governor, the Admiral, I am iiire the nation 
cannot fuftain .z greater evU, ;th^n the loft of 
THE Mingotii J who, as the public prints will 
infor^n you, ** is gone to Holkmd^ till bcrafairs 
•* in -E/sff/tfW can be fettled," 

K 4 But 



'..But lMhvev4r gfith^ .uiji^.hHflmwd toajr be^". 
I am :ftdl}r ; determined ilo di&harge Dhedutf of. 
a >good: wife« Aceondinglyr vrhfii;ieii£i; he ccm^ 
into my rQom» I .fit .^wp to. ay Ji^pCchord^i 
aniiihg^ atod.pky'fbe moftafaabbing yiste^o^i 
iBufifrv in hope* fomt. tiin^ ^or.otho} bf lititttiig^ 
hif'mbirQD^vbut hitherto toiiie|>|Mtfpdie:| wi^ to) 
fay ^e. tritfh, f ftar\ he faad^'^nht of^e^haeiimiie^ 
nerve in bii> whok fyftem^ though lotberwifii at 
man of good plain fenfe. : Whdnhefnterraptil 
n?y perfortiiaoce8 {as in hir ktter he owns that/ 
hd does) with wifhfng (or tkepien fnomrMcJtbctft 
AiE£nighi\ #ith dbcir woodBii"f];:^oofis^ &lr.b63Q8Sv> 
Jew^harps, and broomftick8,.<to/(4dy*jn concetlii 
with me ; l^anfwer him with all the. gentlienefti 
and calmneis ima^nable-^f^ Indeed, injr dear»i 
*{ ][ou.bave.na& thp laft notkm of thefe thiajga^i 
^\ It wouId.be jm]^ffiblctoifiog<b6rei:idkxl(Nnn 
^\ inftituti^ts . iiitfK>fa* coiicdflt,! ^d :tOD aUa{»ti;jiit 
*i thooowghr'faafs.vtoiitHcm :rthfy ^\it ai^ aboftov 
<^ tboed ootes; at vofl^ aMh^thbfe.bannat riie) 
M fo/lifiat."^*^^ I: wifli, for all ^that^iifftviei^ bejr^ 
<^ that lji^w«rei here soIlfaKmU like tbeaitetl^ 
'^ than aU yoor S^/i^r/l avid S/^^fe?;^ *afid P 
<^ am fuid.thty^iwfwW coft vargmarkfeiii* Itfs.*^ > 

, ■.'. .■'V:].- • :: ; III' .,. A' y/ ; n^• v . : .' / 

iiTtos^tidlcM^iii^^ hci often d wells upon^ 

and fomctimes even' with iwarmdi'j^ to, \ihich' 



I reply, With all the mildnl^fs tltat beifoinet H 
good wife, •^ My deatf, you haw a good fottttifd 
« of ybar dwn, and T brought' you lliil a bectef.' 
" Of wh^ ufe is money if^' not empldytd? 
•« aiid how can i^ be- better empfoy^d^'lhwi iri 
^* encouraging and rewardiiig diftirigtilAttd ^^d 
^ and merit? Thcfe people whom you call 
" ballad-fingere and pipers, are people of birth, 
•* though for the moft* part of fmall fortunes'^ 
^ and they are mttch more tfonfidered, as yoif 
** know, in Itafyj than? M the greateft* ancient' 
" RdTium heroes^ if revived, would now be. 
** They leive their own country, where they are 
" fo infinitely eftcemed for their moral as well 
^ as their raufical charaAers^ and generoufly 
^ facrifice all theib advantages to our diverfion« 
- •* Bdfides, my dear, what Khould we do with 
*^ our money ? Would you lavifli it away upon 
" foundling baftards | lyin^^ v«»ome% whd»haVo 
*^ either no hufbands or too many ; importunate 
*' beggars, all whofe cries 'and complaints are 
** the mbft ihocking difcords ? Or, fuppofe that 
^ w6 were fo (ave our itioney find leave our 
** children better fortunes^ wh6 knows but they 
** might, as too many do, f^uander tl^ni iaway 
** ' idly ? whereas^ what we givd to thcfe i)ifiH^^ 
** we know, is given to merit. For my own* 
^ part, my dea:r, l' have infinite pleafurei when' 
K 5 « I can 
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*« I can get any of them to accept of fifty or 
^ Van , hundred guineas; which, by the way» 
*^ cannot alveays be brought about without fi>me 
^^ art and* contrivance; lor they are moft ex* 
*^ ccedingly nice and delicate upon the point 
^< of honour, especially in the article of money. 
^< I look upon fuch trifling prefects as a debt 
« due to fuperior talents and merit ; and I en- 
4c dcavour to insinuate them in a way, that the 
** receiver may not blufli."— *Here my hufband- 
breaks out into a violent paffion, and f^ys, -^ 
*^ Oons, madam, fhew me a virtuofo^ or x 
** virtmfaj (as you call them) who ever blufhed 
>* ki their lives,, and I will give them the fee- 
** fimple of my eftate." You fee,. Mr. Town^ 
what a ftrange man he. is» that he has no idea 
of elegance and divirtimenti\ and when he is 
fo violently in «//, I will leave you to judge> 
who it is that is ma^, ftark mad* 

In (hort^ Sir, my bufband is infenfiUe, 
untuneable to the mcA noble, generous, and 
flrongeft pf aU human paffions, a paffion for 
mufic. That divine paflipa alone engroffes ^he 
whoJQ foul, and leaves po room for lefier and> 
valgar. cares ; for you muft certainly have ob* 
ferved, ^Ir, Town, thajt \yhoever has a paflion 
fofjk and a thorough knowledge of mufic, is fit 

ft?r 
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for no one other thing. TTiu3 truly informed | 
of my cafe, I am fure you will Judge cquttably' 
between i&c JarM and 

^ Your very huipUc fcrva^ft > 

Maria Humkin^ 



\ i\ 
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Perfefios veterefque referci debe^ an inter 
Viles atque novos ? — Hor. 

Ijbri the wife Touth is deemed a re^rend Sa^gj 
Aad'Jbares the honours of grey hairs and Age : 
IV did Dotard here^ whom childifh pafftons ruUy 
Thies bis due nanUy an Infant and a Fool: 

NO other difpofitfon or turn of mfnd fo 
totally unfits a man for all the fecial 
offices of life, as Indolence. An idle man is 
a mere blank in the creation : he feems made 
for no end, and lives to no purpofc. He can- 
not engage himfelf in any employment or 
profeffion, becaufc he will* never have diligence 
enough, to follow it: he can fucceed in no 
undertaking, for he will never perfue it: he 
K 6 muft 
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muft be a bad hufb^nd, facher, aUd relationn fof ' 
hi^^will aot ts^ke fiy^ leaft p^iv to* pjritferve <bid 
wife, children, and family, ftom flailing; ivxih^i 
muft be a worthlei^ friend, for he would not 
draw his Ksnd'from his boTom, thdugh to prevent 
the deftrudion of the univerfe. If he is bom 
pdor, he wilt remain fo all^ his life, which he will 
probably end in a ditch, or at the gallows : if 
be embarks in teade,^ be will b^> bs^ikrupl : J^ 
if he is a perfen -of fefttme, fats ft e w a r ds will 
acquire immenfe eflates, and he himfelf perhapa 
will die in Ae fZf^l * ' '. 

It fliould be confidcred, that nature did not 
bring us into the world in a ftate oC perfefttodt 
but has left y^ jn a capacity o( improyement $ 
which (hould^^em to ij:\timate, that we fliould 
labour to render ourfelyes eatcelie^ Very ftv. 
are fuch' abfolute ideots^ as not to be able 
to become at leaft decent, if not eminent,, inr 
their feveral ftatiqns, by unwe^ied an4 k^n 
application ; nor are, th,eiie apy poffeflcd Qf.fv^ch^ 
tranfcendant geniu? ^nd abilities, as to render all, 
pains ana diligence unneccffary, . Perfevqrance 
will overcome difficulties^ which at nrft appear 
infuperable i and it is amazing to confider, how 
*- great and numerous obftacles may be xemoved. 
by a continual attentiou to any particular ppint. 
•' ' . . I will 



I. wi^ not rpcuuoji j^ere, the trite ^mj^ej-of 

a more njJ^eVn ^nd f^an^ilj^r .iijfta^pe. . ,Beipg^ 

at SaSsKK T^^^?ifJ^'^^ ^^^^^ .*8<?>; X ^^f flft^' 
but adii^ire the ^ur^pr ifing rfe^ts of a(SlEivity. thepe, 
cxhibiteij, and , at the jfame time. reflefted, what, 
ipcredi>Je .painsj and"^ latoyr it muft have coft 
tjifi pci;fprn[}ei[^^ ^°/*^"^^>:.*^J^..^^^^^<iW?^J^^ 
th^ir j^odip3 ,ifito,' focb ^ , vajip^: a^d fip^iaturaj^ 
CQiitpt^Qi^y ^^\^ I waSj mpft tafeen, wi^ ^^c' 
iegeni^us;^afUflf ,whO|, a(t^ §^^)fwa. b^k' tp^ 
e^h foot,, the fam^ pumb^r to each ihand, aiid^ 
with grc^t ^j:ppriet)i, plaqixg a. (^p, andhcUs oo* 
his head,^ P^yed f^ver^J^tuqes^ia^d^wer^tf^rouglv 
as, regular, triple jq^i^.,ai)4 4<?*: ^^Vf ;^ .tl^ft 
Boy^jOf ,G6!#-^ip'^^ HQf{>itpU;^il,vifb^h. Ijc^ 
eifi^ed. y ||pie ^dfjie jerking pf bj^^^msW legi^ 
apd^ no44ing* his, heafi backvj/jac^ , and forwar^^j 
\i tbisj a]fti(t ha^ ^fiji. equal pain3 to einploy; 
his head in another way, he might perha{]^ haye^ 
* been as deep a proficient in numbers as Jedediah 
BuxtATfif, ^0r;^^ \^ a-:<|i9)erfbl^>mpd|er4^ .^hfrnfr, 
o(f whi^^h^ i,S:^o^, 09 M: <i«AkiP; ,apd if .^mt, 
fioe/Mi^ Wi>I^Au/'^, equal .diligencf^.lhry, uwghfcj 
faihion- j^h:* minds ;a^ fucpefsfully ^ Mi^dami 
Ci?^^4ri/?(?.AiAortp her body, / . ;. ;^ 



There is not in the world a more ufefefs 
idl^ animal, than he who contents hi'mrelf with 
l^ing merely a Centleman. fie has ah. eftate, 
therefore * he will rtot endeivour to acqutre 
knowledge : he is not to labour in any voca« 
tion, therefore he will do nothing. But the 
misfortune ^, that there is no fuch thing in 
nature as negative virtue, and that abfblute 
idlenefi is impradicable. He, who does no 
good, will certainly db mifchief ; and the mind, 
if it is not ftofed with ufef6l knowledge, will 
neceilarily become a magazine of nodfifnfe and 
triites. Wherefore a gentleman, thouglk he iis 
not obliged to rife to open his ft op, or work 
at his trade, fhould always find fome ways of^ 
employing hi^ time to advantage. If he makes 
no advances in- wifdom, he witl become more 
and more a itaye to folly ; and he that does 
iiothing, bediufe he has nothing to d6, wil^ 
become vicious and abandoned, or at befr ridi*- 
culotts and conternptible, 

I DO not know a more melandioly oljcft- 
than a man of an honeft heart and fine* natural 
abilities, whofe good qualities are thus dd^yed' 
hf Indolence. Such a peribn is a conftant plague 
to alibis friends and acquaintance, with all- the 
sne^ns io his power of adding to their happin^fs ; 

aad 
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and AifFers bimfclf to rank among the loweft 
cbara^ers, when he might render bimfelf con* 
fpicuoiis. an)ong the higheft* Nobody is more 
uni^^rfally^^ beloved, ; 9nd more unive r&Ily avoidrsd. 
than my friend Carelefs. He is an humane man, 
who never did a beneficent a£lion ; and a man 
of unfhaken integrity,, on whom it is impoffible 
to depends With the bed head, and the beft 
hearty he r^ul^es bis condi)£t in Uie moll 
abfurd manner, ^nd frequently injures his 
friends ; for whoever neglcds to do jufticc to 
himfelf, muft inevitably wrong thofe with, whom 
be is conneded ; and it is by no means a true 
maxim, that an idle man hurts nobody but 
himfelf. 

V I R T u £ then is not to be coniidered In 
the light of mere innocence, or abftaining from 
harm ; but as the exertion of our facoltits in 
doing go6d ; as Titus^ when he had let a day 
flip, undiftinguiflied by fome zSt of virtue, cried . 
out» *^ I have loft a day/^ If we regaf^ our 
tin^e in thisiight, how many days^fhall we look ^ 
b4cl^ upon as irretrievably loft J and to. how 
narrow a compafi would fiich a method of cal- 
culation frequently reduce the longeft life ? If 
we were to number ourdays^ according as we 
have applied them to virtue^ it would occafion 
I firange 
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(kang^ revolutione in the manSner 6f reckoning 
the ages of mm. WcihouU feeibmo few ar- 
rhr«d to a good. old age m tte pritoie of their 
ybttlh^ and meet with ferertl young fellows of 
foarfcore; 

AcREfeABLE to this Way of thinking, I re- 
member to have met with the epitaph of an 
aged' maw, four years old j datirig his ^j^iftencc 
ffom thb thne of hrs reformation from evil 
c6tirfes. The fnfcriprions on moft tomb-ftones 
commemorate tid ads of virtue periformtd by 
the perfons who lie under them, but only re- 
cdrd, that they were* born one day, and died 
another. But I would fain have thofe people, 
whofe lives have been ufelefs, rendered of fome 
fervice) after theici deaths, by affording leflbn^ of 
inftrufikm and mctali^ to thofe. dicy leave be^ ' 
hind them. Wfaetefcnfe I could wi(h) that, in 
every pariii, feveral atcros were marked out for 
as»w and fpadous Burying^ Ground : in which' 
evttry perfon, whoife remains, are itbere d^pofited^ * 
ihOttU have k finali ftono lakl over thefn» 
reckonii^ ifadr age, according to the manner 
in which they, have tmfffoved or abufed the * 
time allotted them m dIeii^ lives. In Aich cir* 
cum(laaces> t^ pl^ie on a t:oiSn might be the 
. V. , ^ higheft ' 



higheft ipao%]irid.\o1natx^:>tUo(hk:ea<b(t dc^ ^- 
doive/^iatnd: a/jl^tdr iquareiAbne^/'inferiMciigMl 
Gi^ AnrL ^^M. i8c^: vvbuld be ^ Jiobtir «idd4 
giiim than. fall ibe' kpidary 94^atibii ef mo-^ 
dem cfBtaphsvi ' t Ini ai> ^Bui^wgTGrlMiitid ^ of^^lMs 
natui%.talki#irig{ iorbtU^KattmUt^aof ,A|p^^6i^ 
which would certainly point out the moft bril-' 
^a^ ^(^^iftOf ,oC^ tljf^ -^e4(i\frii^ds, we^flPSght 
peilvnps fee ibia? i^fc^pQpn$, aot m^cb uotikl| 
Ijh^ fallowing^; ; [ . \ s - :: ' ^ ; 

Here lie the remains of a celebrated Beauty, 
Wf!^.rS0r,M?b9 :diedNJw h« ^ftJr.yw,. MSb^*#a8 
l^opijip jbei; ,eigjit«icnt|i y^r, ^ w^ yDtimd^ 
Wle|i J)y rtc>ftwU-pp« ill 1^ '. 

Here reft, in eternal fleep, the mq[tali'.fact 
of L. S. a Freethinker, aged 88, an Infant. 
fie came into the world by chance in the year 
— — , and was annihilated in the firft year of 
bb age. 

Here continue to rot the bones of a noted 
Buck, an embryo, which never (hewed any figns 
of life ; but after twenty- three years was fo total-^ 
ly putrified, that it could not be kept Jibove ground 
^ny longer, 

►n;'. * /I ■ 

Here 
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He^ Ue^the fwoln carcafe of a Booq C6m<- 
pVUMf who was born in a (topfy in bis 40th 
yeiM*. He lingered in tbii condition, till be was 
obVged to be lapped ; when be relapfed kito bis 
fpC9ier c6adilion, aod died in. the iecoiiid yvar 
cfbi^age, andiweaty-tfaifd-ioFhisdriBking^ 



Here lies I/aac Da Cofta^ a convert fionr 
Judaiftn, aged 64. He was bom and chriftcnetf 
in bis fixty-iirft year, and died in the true Faiih' 
in tbe tbtrd year of bis age» 

Here is depofited the body of the celebrated 
Beau Ttawdrj^ who was born at court in ^the 
year «— -— , on a Birthmgkt^ and died of grief 
in bis fecond year, upon tbe counts going into, 
oovrning. 



NUMO. 
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Numb. CXXXII. Thur/day, Jugujtsj i75f>» 

Odi profanum Vulgus ct arceo* HoR. 

J bate the Vulgar I nor will tondefeend 

To call afoul-mouthed han^crafijman friend. 

I Know not any greater mis(brtune that c^n 
happen to a young Fellow, at his firft fetting 
out in life, than his falling into Low Company. 
He that (inks to a familiarity with perfonr much 
below 4iis own level, will be conftantly weighed 
down by his bafe t:onne£ttons ; and, though he 
may eafily {rfunge ftlll lower, he wilt find it 
almoft impoffible ever to rife again. He will 
alfo inevitably contrad a mean air, and an 
illiberal difpofition ; and you can no more give 
him an ingenuous turni of mind, by a fudden 
introdu^on to genteel cttmpany^ than you can 
make an apprentice a fine gentleman, by dreffing 
him in embroidery: though experience' leaefaes. 
us, that the mind is, unhappily, fooner diftorte4 
than reformed ; and a gentleman will as readily 
catch the manners of the vulgar, by mixing 
with fuch mean aflbciates, as he would daub 
iiis cloaths with foot, by running againft a 
<himney-fweeper« 

A Pro- 



_A PROPENSITY to Jow company is. owing, 
citjier :to 2^ original oM^minefBof f$irit» a Wiint 
oF educttioR, «r- an t M*placcd pride, cxmimonly 
arifiDg from both the fore - jpentioned caufes, 
Thofe, who are naturally of a groveling dif* 
pofition, {h^w;tt ey^ir at icbool« by dMifiog.tbeir 
playfeUowA. fcQOi the (ci^m of the clafs ; apd :are 
never fo happy, as when they can ileal down 
U> romp with the fsfvmits in ^ kitfhefi^ Tho^ 
have jio ^etDxilatio^i. in theoi : tb^y en^tam 
npne of that decet^ pride, which is lb eflbmial a 
fiequiAte in allidurad^fS;^ ;(p4 the (otM aMenct 
pf whijch^.in^a,b9y«] if a. cfr^nfiodic^n tha^ 
h^s riper age will b^c<^4cw^iW«- ,l.reiiifH»bcr 
^ yoi^g £^lloi(ir of (bi^ f:aft, wbo^ b]^ hif early 
Attacfajqient to Loi^ CQn)p9Qy».gave y|> all th^ 
^vantages pf a ggoi family and ansplefortum* 
Ma. not 9n)yJaft.all hi$ natural intereft Jfi th^ 
jCQiin^,i.wb^re'tii$ cftatfi i»^$ fimated; but^w* 
lOo^ J^oji^ff) w^ therapquain^QO of oioe gemHi- 
4?^ji^i in it.. He Jjvefli iftde^^.cJiWty jo town, 
^a^ al s^.estpence Atffietont to'.havie nanitaamd 
[him among thofe of the firft k^alc; but he w« 
/O perpetudily fttfrotiaded with m/en ol the lowift 
^b9tf;a4ief,: tl)tt peopk^ }of > fafliion, or eventhofe 
(<^6;^i|ftfccfe.i^ftriar ^rtuhe, wouU havethought 
^t ff^f^m^ui tc^fe^rt w^ him. ^All tbeiwhili, 

he was reckoned, by his aiibc^te^, to be^ 
. c .: A mighty 



tiT^ghty good-nitufed geflitfeman, and ^lth*Ut the 
leaft bit of pride in him. , ! i 

It is one ^ the greafefl- advantages of cdu*- 
catk)n, thiat it encourages lan ingenuotisf fpiHr^ 
attd cuWvates^ a liberal "dii^p^fition. We l!o not 
wonder, that' a lad who has never beeri fent tfe 
fchool, and whofe faculties have been fuflSer^ t6 
ruft at the haU4ioufe, (hould form too -clofc an 
intimacy with his bcft friends, the groom and 
thegame-keeper; but it Vf6M amaze -ts to-fte 
a boy wcll-educaifed, cherifh this ill-placed pridfe 
of being, as it is • called^ tfte head ofWc^dtttt^ 
pany. A pcrfon of 'this huinble ambitioh 'ivUl 
be very well content to pay the reck»nirig,'fot 
the honour of being diftinguiflied by the title 
of The Gentleman: while he is unwilliitg to 
aflbcialte with med of f&(hbn» left they j<flio«iW 
'be his fuperiors in oriarik ot •fettufie ; or Wi*i|ri«i 
bf parts, left -they ftould excel him ia ^aMlitieisf 
Sometimes, indeed, it hfapprtis, that a perfon Sf 
genius ' arid learning will floop to i^ceive th^ 
Sncenfe of mean and illiterate flatterers ii^a-porter- 
houfe or cvder-cellar ; and I fcmembeb to Ihivfe 
hea'rd of a pdet, Who^was b6c$5 caught in^ft brothrf 
iii the very fbd^^cfPreadihgi h'ife'v'ftrree to^tHe-gW^d 
old mc^her and a titrfe of her daughtersl '^ - • 
ii . ^ .' ^w.'v ^..^ \ . r/ / ^'^'^ J 

There 
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Thers are foiae few^ who have been le^ 
into Low Company, merely from an aflTe^latioti 
of Humour ; and, from a defire of feeing the 
droller fcenes of life, have defcended to afTociate 
with the meaneft of the mob, and picked their 
cronies from lanes and alleys. The mod ftriking 
inftance 1 know of this low paflion for drollery 
is Tfilj^ Bumper^ a young fellow of &mily and 
fortune, and not without talents, who has taken 
more than ordinary pains to degrade himfelf ; 
and is now become almoft as low a chara<9er 
as any of thofe whom he has chofen for his 
companions. Toby will drink purl in a morn- 
ing, fmoke his pipe in a night-cellar, dive for a 
dinner, or eat Black- puddings at Bartbokmew 
Fmr^ for the humour of the things He has 
alfo ftttdied, and pra^tifes, all the plebeian arts 
and exercifes, under the beft maflers ; and, has 
difgraced himfelf with every impolite accom- 
plifbmenC* He has had many a fet-to with 
Bueklmff \ and has now and then had the 
honour of receiving a fall from the great 
Brougbton himfelf. Nobody is better knowM 
among the hackney • coachmen, as a brother 
whip : at the noble game of prifon-bars-, he is 
a match even for the natives oi Effex or Qjejhin^ 
and he is frequently engaged in the Artillery 
ground with Faulkner and DingaU at cricket, 

and 



KM32. 755^ CONNOISSEUR, us 

and is himfelf efteemcd as good at Bat as either 
ef the Bidets. Another of Toby*$ favourite 
amufements is, to attend the executions at 
Tfbumi and it once happened, that one of his 
familiar intimates was unfortunately brought 
thitbir) when Toby carried his riegard to his 
deceaied friend fo far, as to ^et himfelf knocked 
down in endeavouring lo ^fcue the body from 
tfaefurgeonft. 

A^ Tehy afFeds to mimic, in every particular, 
the air and manners of the vulgar, he never fails 
to enrich' TiTs converfation with their emphatic 
baths». and eicpreffive dialed ; which recommend 
him as a man of excellent humour and high fun^ 
among the Choice Spirits at Commas Court, or 
at the meetings of the Sons of found fttife mid 
fatiifkSim% Ik is alfe^ particularly famous for 
fiilgtQg thofe cant fongs, drawn up in the bar- 
barous diale£l of (harpers and pick- pockets \ the 
iiumourof which, he often hcighten^^by fcrewing 
up his mouth, and rolling about a large quid of 
tgfe^cco bctwcscn his jaws, Thefe and. other like 
accompliihments frequently promote, him to the 
chair ill tHefe facetious Societies. ' 

TbBY Has indulged the fame tiotions of 
Humour even ia his amours; and is well knowh 

t9 
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to eyetf ftroet- walker bj?t|v>j9ea Gharing-^ofe iod 
Cbtapfidi. /Th|s I|a8 gi^^:f<^er4l filo«cVs„t0 his 
conftitution* and often iiwolv«d hi(n jn unlucky- 
(crapes. He has been fre^uontly bruifed, beaten^ 
and kicked, by tbe bullies of fViipping and FUtt- 
ditch I' and was;. o$ce fyut^f druiAed fay a. 
foldierai for engaging «ri(h histruU, in St ^SooMf's 
Parkp The fell tinniBi l.few.biin* hftiwasrlaid up. 
with two black eyes and a broken jp^te» wbich< 
he got in a midnight fkirmifh, about a mifte(s« 
in a night-cellar. 



f-.jMf; .If. i,.. 
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Sex Jioraa fomno, totidem des legibu^ »^iii% ; 
V Qbuttupi- orabiSy des ^polifqiie duasJ '' 
QiJiodiAipeiieft, ukco faerie ilargtre^mafiMls.* 

.. S.I », . ..r; Jft4ferwf*.i 

TF wc look into the Jever^r Inns of cfii^^ tbe^ 
A profefled ftuderits ©r the law compofe a very 
numerous body : jbut^ if jvypj.aff(y\Ygffls^^irQ tyur 

©i ♦ See tlie irannation in the body of ihe paper. 
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,^yes on thofc few, who are employed ia cxcr- 
eifing their talents In Wefttmn/ier-Halli this pro«-' 
digious army of lawyers {brinks to a very thin 
and inconfulerable corps. Thoufands, Jt /eems, 
are difgufted with the unpleaiing drynefe of the 
ftudy, as it is now managed, and conceive an 
nnconqiierable averfion to the white leaves and 
the old black letter. This early diflike to legal 
h^quiries certainly proceeds from the fat^ mif- 
takes in the plan of ftudy hitherto recommended. 
According to all fyftems now extant, it is abfb* 
lutely impoffible to be at once a lawyer and a 
line gentleman. Seeing widi conc^n the many' 
evils arifing from thefe erroneous principles, I 
have at length devifed a method to remedy all 
thefe inconveniencies 5 a method, now vwy fuc- 
cefsfully praflifed by feveral young gentlemen. 
Wherefore I muft beg leave to fubmit my 
thoughts to the public by means of your paper, 
and to chalk out the out-lines of a treatife, now 
ready for -the prefs, intitled. The Compkte Bar- 
rlfterj or, A "New Inftitutt rf ihe Laws of 
England* 

My Lord Coke prcfcribes to our ftudent to 
follow the advice given in the. anttent vierfef, 
prefixed to this letter, for the good fpending of 
the day : " Six houra to fleep, fix to the Itudy 

Vol. IV. L " of 
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'<<of the kwi, four to. pmyar^ two to raedf, 
^^^ apd . the, reft to the Mu/es." But what ai» 
ab&ini aad uafafhionaMe- diftributioti of the four^ 
^Bd*twcnQr hours! I will venture a.thoufand 
pounds to a flailing^ that none one ftudem in the 
kingdon diyidea:his dme in thi^ maniiert. Hem 
it . not a ftngle word: of Fauxball^ Raaekgbf the 
theatres^ or other publk diverfions ; not to men- 
tion^ that nobody but a methoidiSl would ever 
think of prajit^ fcMic hours; and. thati it .would 
be impoffiUe^ thon^ we were content with 
ibapjmig up a chop every d^y ^t JSiity% to dif^ 
pittch. even. dinner in twp^ How then (ball we 
xvconcife the^e precepts^ feance praflicable by an> 
herrnity.tothe life of: a. young gendemai^ who 
ko^s the beft company • or how can thefe rulea 
for fei^;e appUcatioi^.be made c6nfiftent with the 
pp^ice of. tbofe, who divide their whole tinw 
b^Qtwe^n eatingf drinking, iLeeping^ and amule^ 
nien^ ? W^U knowing that the volatile difpoil^ 
tbn$^ of the ypung gentlemen of the prefent age 
can never fubmit the ordering. of their lives ta 
any prefcribed rules, I have endeavoured ta 
fquare my precepts to their lives ; and have (b 
contrived the, matter, that amidft the keeneft 
perfuit of their pleafurcs, they fliall be ehgagedi 
in}the moil improving courfe of the law. 



A& 
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As laws are chiefly notHing dfe but rules of 
«aion, what can be more cruel and abfurd, than 
to couj) up a briflc young man^ to leam, in hi*« 
chambers, wHad he can fo mubk bpuer teadvi 
hftnfaf by. going abroad into the world I I prtf-: 
pofc to dofc gerttle«Jto with ftudy^ as Dr. R$ci' 
dbes with phyfic, ti> be takcrt at hiortit or abroad^ ' 
without lofs of rime or hindtuncc of bufineft-, > 
This, I am- convinced, 4s fidt only the beft*^ 
method, but alfo the only fcheme which feverri . 
inhabitants of the inns 6{ cbu^t tfrould cvet * 
follow; r (hall rtot'at pt^cnt- f^reftall the coh- 
tents of niy tresitifc, by ppefentin^' yttu- with ^ 
dty abftraft of it, b6t rather ehdi&vour to give '^ 
you an idea of ' the fpirit and manner in which 
it is written, by delineating the plan diligently 
perfued by one of my favourite pupils : and I 
cannot but congratulate the^ bar, that? fo many ' 
young men, inftead of blinding their eyes and ' 
bewildering their underftahdings With CoJt^^'' 
Phwden^ Salktldj Sec. have fehfe enough t6* ' 
follow the fame courfe of ftody. 



Tom Riot, the principal ornament of my 
clafa of ftudents, was fent to the Temfky not 
with any intention that he fhouIJ become a 
great lawyer, but merely becaufe, for a few 
years, his father did not know how to di/pofe 
La of 
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of him otberwife : but (o unwearied has bfeen 
his application to the new method, that his 
Either and the reft of his friends will, I doubt 
not, be furprifed at his wonderful proficiencjr. 
As nothing is of more confequence to tho^ 
gentlemen, who intend to harangue at the bar, 
dian the acquiring a ready elocution, and an 
eafy habit of delivering their thoughts in public, 
to this I pay particular attention. For this 
purpofe, I advifed him to a diligent attendance 
on the theatres $ and I afTune you, Mr, Town» 
he never fails to take notes at a new {day, and 
feldom or never miiles appearing at one houfe 
or the other, in the green boxes. He has alfo 
gathered many beautiful flowers of rhetoric, 
unblown upon by all other orators ancient or 
modern, from the Robin Hood Society ; and at 
the fame place he has co1Ie£led the Arongeft 
arguments on every fubje6^, and habituated 
himfelf to modes of reafoning never hitherto 
introduced into courts of juftice. But what has 
been of more than ordinary fervice to him, 
and , is particularly recommended by Lord Coh 
himfelf, who calls. " conference the life of 
*< ftudy,** is his fo frequent attendance at Georgi\ 
and the other coffee -houfes about the Temple^ 
where every ftudent has fo many opportunities 
of benefiting himfelf by J ally converfation with 

counfellors. 
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. coonlellon, attornies^ clerks to attondes, and 
other fagesoFth^ law. j 

The law is intended to take cognizance of 

all our iiftions'; wherefore my pupil, who is 

fond of exerting his facukies m polite life, has 

already digefted almoft all the grand leading 

pofnts of the Jaw into a journal of his tanT- 

adions, which I ihall lay' before my readers ^t 

large in my treatife, as the beft method for 

a common - place - book. Thus, for inftance, 

having beea frequently employed, after leaving 

the Shake/pear e J in what^ is called -heating the 

rounds^ it has happened to him to be taken into 

.'cuftody by the magiftrate. of the night, and - 

carried th^ next morning be/care a juftiec j by 

which means he has atuined as full a know- 

.ledge of certain parts of the duty of a conftable 

and juftice of peace, a& could bejcolle^ted from 

\Dakon^ Blacknby^ or Bum. Certiiin. imperii* 

nences of his taylor and. other triadefmeo have 

, giVen him a. vcty clear notion, pf-.tbe Uws. of 

arreft, aodbcen of.as mucb.f^ytc< to him as 

the beft treatifes on bail and. nyainpria^. Befides 

^hicb) the feveral fums of m^ney which he has 

. taken ii up at differ^ntt ; rinses, . payable on his 

. father^ dj^atb^ have ppeped to him fome dif- 

: ificalt pmtf tfD cpnv^ancyign by .teaching hi^ 

.-z: '^. A L 3 the 
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the iiatnre .of )bond9> deeds, i&c» ^ liaw at 
the fame time (hewn him what Ix)id jDiir^calk 
** the amtabte and admirable fecrets of the 
•' common ,l5^w," by uoravclii^g to hjim the 
intricate doctrines of feverfion an^ reipajnder, 
sa well as t)ie gen^ i^urp of eftates. Tb^s 
he U continually iny)rwing^ fjod wl)eneiver he 
ihaJl happen to comout a ifape or ,f geat^l 
murder, it will fcrife \iim for m^tffif of ^nQnic- 
tion, as w^l as any biftory of the ple^s of tlpe 
, crown, and give him an infight into the nature 
of the pra£lice and extent of the juriidi^ipii of 
our courts of jufticc. 

By this plan of ftudy no time is bft ; foidi^, 
. while other ftudents are idling away thdir raai- 
tion in the country, my pupS ts daily imptoviag 
there. As he is a member of the a/Todatioh, 
he is very ct)nver(ant in all 4hc laws enafted for 
the prefervation of the game; and he picks Jup 
ait the ka^nii^ of the circuity by daiidng ait the 
BliMs at the affised. As his father has a plaqe, 
he is eniplc^ed iti canvaffing for vbdcs at the 
time of ah ekf^ioif} which inftrufb htm iaiall 
the points of law touching thofe matters. He 
was pi^ncipafly f conteilied in difcoyeriAg the 
CuJkmaryU^nants^ that ne# fpecies of fitc- 
holdrr^ vec&vitiyitiio LitLkt$n^ Qoke^ and all the 

lawyers 
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lawyers of antiquity : 'and he is fo iiitttiiately 
acquainted with all the d^oftrine contained in the 
feveral claufes of the bribery a£^, that I ^ropofe 
publifhing in the body of my treatife Let Read- 
ings del Mon Seigmr 'R i o T Sur LEJtatuie 
afe 2 Gea^ II. &c. 

By this time, Mr. Town, you muft perceive, 
that the ground of my fchei^e % in flibrt, no 
ihof^e than this, viz. chat the Audent fhouM re* 
gafd his life as a kind of commentary bn tht 
Uw, as it is recommended to tSn^ clergy to be^ 
come examples of the doftrine they teach. Or, 
to bring nliy illuftration more home to thefe gen* 
tlemen, let them learn the law by being occa- 
fionally Interefted in different parts of it ; as they 
i)ecome in fome meafure doflors of phyftc from 
Atquent ne^d of it, and can cure themfelves in 
certain cafes, as well as Rock himfelf. Inftead 
of porii^ over books, a gentleman nieed only 
obferve, how far the law and his actions tally 
with' eadi other ; and as k is faid by Lord Cokn^ 
i^ that the knowkdge of the law is like a deep 
^' well, out of which each man draweth accord- 
^< ing to the ftrength of his underfianding^" fo, 
in purfuance of my plan, the ftudent will im- 
prove according to the eagernefs With which he 
«i^ages in his pleafures: and this, qq doubt, 
L 4 was 
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was intended by Lord Coki^ as it is the moft 
obvious interpretation of his words, when he 
concludes the comparifon by faying, that 
*^ whea the profcflbr of the law can dive into 
•* the dcpthy it h diUghtfyd^ tajy, and without 
" any heavy buriberiy fo long as he keeps himfdf 
•* in his oum proper eUfmnt.^* 

What plan, Mr. Town, can be more de^ 
lightfulf eafy^ and without any heavy burthen^ than 
Inftitutes of this nature ? I have indeed often 
looked with concern upon thofe unha[^ gen^ 
tlemen, who have impaired their health by the 
old method of ftudy, and confidercd them as 
martyrs to huge volumes of reports and ftatutea 
at large : my pupih will be in no danger of 
thcfe misfortunes. It is recorded of an eminent 
counfellor, of the North family, (who, being one 
of the ableft pra^itioners at the bar> was over- 
loaded with bufiiiefs,) that fonfietimes chufing 
to retire a while from hurry and perplexity, 
he would fay to his clerk, " Tell the pcopte 
^ 1 da not pradife this term." This proper 
relaxation 1 always recommend to my pupils, 
and have fome reafon to think they are prudent 
enough to embrace it ; for, as I am acquainted 
with federal ftudents on the new plan, and do 
not renaember to have (een them doing ?atj 

bufmefi 
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bufinds in the ooMjts for' fome ^timc, I fuppofe 
they had given notice to (heir clerks •< to tell 
f V tt^ peQ{:J.Q. th^t they did not pra£life in thofe 

1 ani, 3lr, yoiir humble fervant, 

IGNORAMUS. 
W 

Numb. CXXXIV. ITmrfday^ Augujl i^^ 1756. 

Deli^a majorum immeritus lues, 
Roihane, donee templa refeceris 

^defque labentes Deorum, et 

Fceda nigro flmulacra fumo. HoR. 

. The tott*rsng UfvSr and mouldering waUs repair ^ 
And fill with dicencj rift houfe offray^r: 
> ^jjick to the needy curate bring relief. 
And deck the pari/b-church without a brief. 

Mr. VILLAGE to Mr. TOIVN. 

Dear Cousin, 

THE country at prefent, no lefs dian the 
metropolis, abounding with pc^icians of 
^eveiy kind, J begun to defpair of picking up 2ny 
intelHgence,^ that n>ight p^bly be entertaining 
L s to 
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to your iwdiJrs. Ho#cver, I h»rfc litejy vMited 
ibme of the moft diftant parts of the kingdom 
wtth'a decgimkn of niy licl}uamt^nce : I'&^l 
not trouble you with an account of tfie iffipte^fe- 
ments that h^vc ^ii p^^^e jf^- ^{^f^ fc^ ^^ ^^^ 
according to the modern tafte, but proceed to 
• give you'foin^r^fldftions, which occurred to us 
on obferving feveral country churches, and the 
behaviour of their con gregatbns,^ 

T ii g, ruinous c o n d ition ^ -feme of thcfe 
edifices^ gave me great offence.; an(}- I ioould 
not help wSWng, tha^ Vhe hohe^ vicarj^ ii>5ead 
of indulging his gtnius for irpproVeqients, by 
ihclofing his goofebefry^bufhes within a Chine/e 
rail, and converting half an* acre of his glebe- 
land iotp a, bo^lii^g-g/i^i}^ Voroiikl'Kave applied 
part of his income to t^ f^omJattdable purpofe,. 
of fheltering I\i^ pariQ^i^i)^^ ^m diewe^her^ 
during t|jeir aJ^tepd^f f^ .^ivj^a feneicd It is., 
no uncommon thing to fee the parfonage-houfe 
well thatched, and ig cxc^e^iiig ^od lepaiTy While 
the church perhaps has fcarce any other roof than 
the ivy that grows over it. The noife of owls» 
bats, and niagpie^, makes the piincipalpart^llthe 
church-muik : ia niany of tbeie aiyrieftt i^di^s ; 
and the walls, l^e a large map, jbem t6 be 
portioned put imo capes, f^as, and. psomontorks, 

by 
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by the various colouf^ by Whi<ih ^ the dattips 
hive ftainfd them* Sometntica, thd fduhdatbti 
betujl eoa weak to fiipt^rt the fi^ple Unj bnger^ 
it has been found ex^tent (d pull 'dovm that 
p^arc ^f the buildings and fid-ha^g (fre ^ells-tmd^f 
a wodden fhed oh the girOtihd bfefiae it. • Th« 
^ tketaft ill a i^iAfhiH Pftftfitk^k^kdii^ whicM 
i lately pafied, and vAtxe thecktk atid the 
fexton, Itke the two ftgUr^ atf St. Dunjidn*^^ 
fence die bdi^ iivcapa€f0y of dl^^rs^ by diking 
them. ^Itcrnatdy wSA an hama^M-.. 

\h other churches I have bbfer^^d, that n<v- 
thirtg unfcemly or ruinotjs is^ to;^be* founrfi 
except in the dergyman, and fh^ appcfndageS^ 
of hb {^rfon. Tbe 'fquire of tfte parlfh, 6% 
his anceftors perhaps, to feTftify' fheir devotion, 
and leave a lafling monument of their magni- 
ference, have adorned the altar-piete 'with the 
richeft crimfdn velvet, embroidered with vine- 
kaves* ^nd ears of wheat; and have drefled up 
the pulpit with the tune fpkndor and' iexpence^ 
while the gcmleman, who fills it, \& exalted, in 
<^c midft of all this finctyy with a fiirpHce as 
ditty afs a farmer's fVocfc,- and a ptrlwig that 
feenia to havetransferrted it's' fatiujty of curling 
to the bahd,^ whfch appears in fiill • bttckle be- 
Aduh it, 

L 6 Bur 
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But if I was concerntd to iee icveral diC- 
trefled paftors^ as well as many of our ooiuitry 
churches in a tottering condition, I was more^ 
offended with the indecency of woiihip in 
others^ I could wifli that the clei^ would 
inform their congregations, that there is no 
occafion to fcream themfelves hoarfe in oiaking 
the refponfes; that the town-crier is not the 
only perfon qualified to pray widi due devodoo ; 
and that he who hauls the loudeft may, never* 
thelefs, be the.wickedeft fellMr in the {sariflu 
The old women too in the aile might be tdd, 
that their time would be better employed in 
attending to the iermon, than in fumbling over 
their tattered teflaments 'till they have found the 
text ; by which time the. difixwrfe is near draw- 
ing to a conclufioa: while a word or two of 
inftru£lipn might not be thrown away upon the 
younger part of the congregation, to teach them 
that making pofies In fummer time, and cracking 
nuts in autuntfi* is no part of the religious 
ceremony^ 

• Thi good old praSiee of p&lm-liiiging is^ 
indeed, wonderfully improved in many -country 
churches (ince the days of Sttmhsld and Hopkins'^ 
and there is fcacce a parifh^-clexk, who has fo 
little taile as not to pick his ftaves out. of the 
' . 'vjt New 
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New Verfion. This has occafioned great com- 
plaints in fomc places, where the clerk has been 
forced to bawl by hithfelf, becaufe the reft of 
the congtegatton cannot find the {^Im at the 
jend of their prayer-books; while others. are 
highly difgufted at the innovation, and ftick a$ 
obfBnately to the Old Verfion as f:o the OhJ 
Stile. The tunes themfelves have alfo been 
jKw-fet to jiggifh meafures; and the fober 
drawl, which ufed to accompany die two fidl 
ftaves of the hundredth pfalm^ with the ghm 
patrif is now fpHt into as many quavers as an 
ItaUan air. For this purpofe there is in eveiy 
county an itinenwt band of vocal muficiam, 
who make it their bufmefs to go round to all 
the churches in their turns, and^ after a prelude 
with the pitch-^pipe, aftoni(h the audience widi 
hymns iet ta the new IVtncbiJier meafure, tbcA 
anthems of their own compofing. As thefe 
new^fafhioned p&lmodifts are necefl&rity made 
up of young men and maids, we may naturally 
fuppofe, that there is a perfed concord and fym- 
.phony between them : and, indeed, I have 
known it happen, that thefe ftreet fingers have 
.more than once been brought into difgrace, by 
too clofe an unifon between the thorough-ba^ 
and the treble. 
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It .is a idiffioolt mitcer to decide, whieh is 
\oaktd upon at the greateft man in a country 
.ohurcfa, the papfon or bi« clerk. The latter 
ifl[ moft certainly Md in higher veneratioii, 
inrfaere the fenner happens to \)c ody a poor 
curate, who rides poft every £ibbattt&om village 
^n> village, and mounu and difoiounts at ^ 
€hurck-doo^ The clerk's office is not only to 
tag the prayers mth an Jmitfti or uiher in tbe 
fermon with a ftave ; but he ir alfo the uvimrUl 
fatl^r to gire away the brides, and the {landing 
godnfatker (o all the new-born baatUngs. Bat 
inmai^ places there is a fiUl greater man be- 
longing to the church, than ekbec the padbff or 
the clerk himfe^ The perfoii; 1 mean is tke 
^S^ir^$ irfiKx, like the Kihg, may be ftiibd^ 
Head of due Church in his own pari(h. If the 
Im^fice be UL his ownr gift, the vicar is his 
creatusi)!, and of eoniequence emnrety set kis de- 
.v<^n : ocy if the care of the church be left 
to a curate^ the Sunday fees of ronftbeef and 
plumb puddings and a liberty ta (hoot in the 
sianoc, will bring him as much, under the 
'^Squire's commatid as hisdbgsrafifd horfes* F6r 
,thi$ Eca&n the bell it often kept tolling, and the 
Jpsople vraiung in the chnrcl^^ytfd, an hone 
longer than the vifual time; nor mufl^ the fervke 
l^gin 'till the 'Squire has ftruttcd up the aile, 

and 



4tt>d fdrtc^^hlmrdf iii the gre^t pew' irt'We 
<<ihanc^. The khgth of the fermdn Is alfo 
-m«ftftired%y th^ wM erf the 'Squire, as formerly 
-by 't&J hd^'-glafs-r irid-r^oWotit parim 
r ^li*«f# itKe ' piWeher ■ ha!( alWays the' ti<imj)l4rfance 

n^^ottchrfe %fe difcourte; however* abruptly, cKe 
ittiliiute'thfat th^^fe^^irireghrds the fignal, by rifin'g 

tip tfte^ hi» fmpl ' - 

In a viliage chmclb the *S^uirrfs iad^or rtie 
vicar's wife are perhaps the only females, that 
im ftaicd ait^fbr their finery 1 but in the larger 
.cities and to^vn^ where the newdtTia&ions are 
bcou^»t'ik|wnr' weekly by the ftage-coach (ft 
waggon, alt^thewives and daughters of the moft 
•topping iradetmen vie With each other every 
Monday :ip:<tbe tlegaace oFti>ieir apparel. I coul^ 
jcnren trace tbHrgradfatitHis m their dreft, accorcF- 
ingJa the (^knoe, theextentyand'thcffiffaii'cfe 
i^. thtrtpl||». froaiLpubn* t was- at 'church in 
^ii po|kd(M^si€iity in^the Ifbrth, where the mace- 
j»ar^ ickaiied the way for Mrs, Mfiyorefs, who 
can^eiftUing ^ftbr him in an enormous ^i^hoop", 
of *.|wttci5ii whicl* had rtcver b«»n^ftfen bfefore 
liallhof^ ^rts; ^ At another ehutrh, 'in a cbrp^i 
ration' ia«rn,!l •few^ feverkf Ne^ltgee^, With furi 
ifclowk^ ^9^y which had^ long Hfpuiei the 
prize of fuperiority : but thefe^j^ere ra6ft w6e- 
fuUy cclipfe(j;by a h»fj|efs'a ds^ightcr, Juft cqme 

booh 
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fpoin Lorubtty who appeared in ^ TlrpUopp^ror 
Slammerkin^ witl^ treble raffles fo tfie cti|^ 1 

pinked and gymped» aiid the fifles cf the pet- 1 

ticoat drawn up.in fe^nau, InjGpiBie l^r bo- ^ 

rough towns, t)ie ^onteft, I fecund, lajrbeiween 
three or four black jmd ;gr«i|, b^ ami aprons: 
at one, a grocer's wife attraded our. ^es, by. a 
new-faihioned cap, called a Joaoj an^, ^ an- 
other, they were wholly taken up by a mercer's 
daughter Ui a Nun's Hood. 

I N£SD not fay, any thing of the !behiKviour 
of the congregations in thefe inore polke places 
of religious refort; as the fiimc genteel cere- 
monies are pnu^fed there, ^ at the moft 
fafhionable churches in town. The hdies, im- 
mediately on their entr^nce^ breathe a: pious eja- 
culation through their fan«fticks, and jdie beaux 
,very ^avely addre& themfelves t^ tbb Haber- 
daihe^s Bills, glewed .iipon .the linti^ of their 
hats, This pious du|y i$ 910 foooer performed, 
than the exercife of bowing and curtfying fuo> 
ceeds: the locking an4 unlocking of die pews 
drowns the reader's voice at the heginrai^ xif 
the (ervice-^; and rthe MUing of^ rtlks,uadded 
to the whifpering and tittering ;^f fo much good 
copipaQy, renders him jip^aljy ^lUMatdligiblei lai^ 
the very end of it. 

T I ami ^ar' Co\ifxn, yours, &c. 
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NUMB.CXXXV. Tburfday^ Juguftibj 1756. 

-~^ ^ — • ' '\ 

Vos fapere, et folos aio bene vivere, quorum 
Confpicituf nitidis fundata pccunia Villis. 

HoR. 

O Cit thrice happj^ thai canji rmge a \ 

To Bow or Chphzmfrom ffie 'Change i / 

InwhofefpruceyVAzisdifplafd^ 

The plmnby thou baft acqmr*d by trade I ; 

T Am forry to have provoked the refehtmerit 
-of many of our prcfcnt poets by rejefliqg 
their eompoflcions I which,' as they abounded m 
high-flown Metaphors and compound epithets, 
were, I feaitd, too fublime for my kumbiTe 
province of plaiii profe. I have found, that the 
(ame poetical genius, which could ibar to ah 
.Ode, can he whetted to a mod cutting Sf tire 
againft me and my works : and otle in particul^ 
has poured forth his whole wrath upon 'me vft 
zxxJcroftk. But I need not offer any apology 
for laying the following verfes before the public, 
which may be confidered as a fupplement to jl 
former paper on the like fubje6b» The ea(y 
elegance, which runs through the whole> will 
jteadily diftinguiih them to come from the fame 

bandy 
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band, that has more than t>nce obliged ua iiK i 

fte^CouifeiOF this undertaking. / * . l 

THE wealthy Cit, grown old m trade. 
Now wiftHTO for the rund ibade. 
And ba<*Jcs jtojbis one-hqrfe chair* 
,QHJ)obbiny or the founder'd mare ^ 
While wedg'd in clofely by his fide 
Site Madam, his imwieMy bride. 
With Jadiy on a »fto^ befere 'em^ * 

And out they jog in due deeorunfi» 
Scarce paft ^e turnpike half a mile. 
How all the country feems to fmile \ 
And as they flowly jog together. 
The Cit commends the road and weather j 
'While Madam doats 'upon the trees, 
A;id longs for ev'ry houfe the fees j 
Admires u*s views, it*^ fituation i 
And thus (he opens her oration. 

\ « What fignify the loads of wealth, 

*^ Without that richcft jewel, health I 

'" Excufe the fondnefs of a wife, 

** Who doats upon your precious life t 

'** Such ccafelefs toHs,' fuch conftant care, 

** Is more diah human ftrength can bear : 

♦< One majr obferve it In youl- face — " 

^^ Indeed, niy dear, yoti breik apace : 

. : •* And 



*« Andtiothmg'ckniy«f|ir hei(tthira|^^ ' '' 

*< Bui faccprcife and ^oupicry Jrir^ v i > ii 

•« Sir Tr<j^/ lila8'«ii Iwttfej yoci Jbtfcw, 

<* About 2im\\etrcitn0>ai»^Row: 

•• He*s a ^W nwiH ^ndeoiy 'tfe^tfHC;'-* 

** But not fo warmi 4iiy dear, {M you t • 

^< And folks lare always- ape (o'Cieer-^ • 

*^ One would; JxA'bejdut(k>qe,.;fhydefiU'.'^ 

Sir Traffjci*s nVmc> fo wfeHaq^rpIy'd^ 
*Awak'd bi»4)fiodKr mercbant's prkle : 
And Tbriffyj who had all his Kfe 
Paid utmoft deference td hisyrite^ 
Confcfs'd,- lntr krgwncntsTiad reafoni \ ' 
And, by th' ^iWhing fumnier fekfen. 
Draws a few huii4|[^ froiiitiM^ocks, 
And purchafiis Ms Country Sek. 

Some three or fout mile out of town, 
(An hour's fide will briQg ypu down,) 
He fixes on his ciiloice' abodef, . 
Not half a 'furlong frbitt the read : 
And fo converiieht does it lay, ' 

The ftages 'p^\ iv'ry day : 
And then fo«flftig; lb mighty pretty. 
To have an hairiKi ncw(f*<?hectty F 
Take but yottrpliecs^tt thc^wr, ' 
You're fctdowh'i«'ifci^vtrydo6r. * * 

•: :v/ - ' Weil 
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Well ^^ jfyppo^ Acm fix'd atf kft^ 

White-wafliing) pa|oliQg^(fchild>ingpa&;i . 

Hugging d|taale)v€8 |n. eaft and .cl6vto^ > . . 

With all the fufi of movtAg over :' 

Lo ! a new heap pf ^ims are ked»< 

And wantpn in Biy,lady's(head. :.■-.* 

" Well ! to be fure, k muft be own'd^ 

<* It it a.cbavming^fpot ofgfound: 

*< So fweet a diftance for a ride, 

•* And all' about fo countryfy^d! 

•* 'Twoiild come but to a trifling price^ 

** To make it quite a paradife. ^ * 

** I cannot bear tbofe n^fty rails, _- j. f. .; 

•* Thofe uglyi bropcen, rnouldy p^le? :^ ; ^ ^ ,) 

" Suppofe^ my dearj.inftcad of.tbefc^ g . . .^ 

" We build % railing, 84} <»«^. :• . . ^' . . 

" Although one. holies tQb«0t|S«sy,.., ; . •. 

" *Tis difmal to be thus inclos'd : 

** One Jhardly any pbjefl fees — r. , . 

" I wi(h' you'd Tiell thofe 'odioi^^jtcc«c^ / . .. ^ 

" ObjeSs continual paffin|;Jby ^ y\y: •> -^ 

«< Were fometjii^g to ^i^fe ^c,eye»: . 

** But to be pent withio; the jyaljsj^ ,-^ . 

" One might as well be atSt.iiPW^s? \\ 

^' Our houfe beholders wou^ ^d^xrc|, 1 

*< Was there a.IevelJawnbrfbi^^f.ri :;j : . \^ 

«« Nothing it*8 views to ^oaMpp4?9. m • • t • ' 

« But quite laid8p5nt9;tJ^f,rft^io:/.. ./ . ' 
. ./ «« While 
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«* While ev'ry trav'kr, inamaze^. 
. ^ Should on our little maniion gaze, 
** And, pointing <to the choice eelreat, 
«< Cry, that's Sir jRv^^ts Counter Seat,** 

No doubt, her arguments prevail ^ 
For Madam's Taste can fiwer fell. - . 

Blest age ! tvhen all men may procure 
The title of a Connoiffeur ; 
When notle and ignoble herd 
Are govern'd by a fingle word; . 
Though, like the royal German dames. 
It bears an hundred Chrifiian nanies ; 
As Genius, F^ncy, Judgment, 6ouU 
Whim, Caprice, Je-nerfcai-quoiy Virtu: 
Which appellations all defcribe 
Taste, and the modern tq/leful tribe. 

Now bricklayers, cgrpentersj^ and Joiqers, , 
With Chinefe artifts frnd defigners. 
Produce their fchemesdf alteratiori. 
To work this wond'rous reformation. 
The ufeful dome, which fccret flood 
Embofom'd in die yew-tree's wood, 
The trav'ler with amazement fees 
A temple, Gothic or Chinefe^ 
With many a bell and tawdry rag on. 



And crefted with a fprawling dragon. 



A wooden 
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A wooden arch b bent aftride 
A ditch of Mfater four feet vndey 
With anglM^ curvet^ and zigtzsg \^», 
From Ha^^enfiyhenUk'dtfign^. 
In front a level lawn is <cen. 
Without a fhtvb upon the green ; 
Where Taft^ wouM want it*s firft great law, 
But for the (kulking fly Ha- Ha j 
By whoie miraculous af&ftance 
You^ain a profpeS two iields diftance. 
And now from ffyie-Pari Corner come 
The Gods of Jthens and of Rome ,• , 
Here fquabby Cuptds tal^ tb^ir pia<;es. 
With Fenus and the clumfy Graces j 
Jpolb there J with ahn fo clever, 
Stretches hi& leaden bow for ever ; 
And there, withput the power to fly. 
Stands fix'd a tip-toe Mercury. 

Tm FiHa, thuB comidetdy gt^cM, ' 
All own, that Thrifts has a Taftt : ' 
And Madam's female friends and coufms, 
With Common-Coundlmcn by dozens, 
Flock every Sunday to the Se^t, 
To ftare about them, and to eat. 



Numb. 
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Tm faint fmmkindy ourfde^Oin^t^i, , 
Attdallmar wijdgm^ c$mmoihfir^ 

WE, whofe bufihefs it Is to write loofc 
eflfays, and who never talk aSove a 
quarter of an hour together on any one fubjeS, 
are not -expefbd '<»' mter into phiR>(bphiial 
^ifi)uifition8^ or ^engagys m abfttad^ peculations : ^' 
but it is fuppofocl ta foe onf principal aim to ' 
amufe and ivArvA the reader^ by » livelf 
Teprefefttation^of what pafles round about bim. 
TTi«, Jiketbofe paiftterB, who^ ddinfeate iHe' 
icenefr of familiar life, we fometmies g?ve' a' 
^jk^th of a Marriage ala^moie^ fometimes draw ' 
the otftlinds of a- Modem Midnight ConvcTfilidn,^ 
at another time paint the comical dlflrefles of 
itinerant Tragediaxis in a barn^ and at another 
give a full draught of the Rake or HarJotV 
progreft* Sometimes we divert the public hf 
exhibiting (ingle portraits $ and when we meet"' 
with a fubjeA, where the features are ftrongly 
marked by nature, and there is fometSing 
peculiarly charaflcriftic in the whole manner, ' 

we 



240 fh CONNOISSEUR. N\ 136. 

we employ ourfelves in drawing the piece at full 
length. In a word, we confider all mankind as 
fitting for tbeir piSures, and endeavour to work 
up our pieces with lively traits, and embellifh 
them with beautiful colouring ; and though per- 
haps they are not always highly finiflied, yet 
they feldom fail' of pleafuig foroe few, at leaft, of 
the vaft multitude of Critics and Cmmmffeurs^ 
if . we arc fo happy as to hit xM a firiking 
likenefi. 

There is perhaps no knowledge more re^ut- 
fite» and certainly none at prefent more ardently 
fought after, thau the Knowledge of the World. 
In this (cience we are more particularly expeficd 
to be. adepts, as well as to initiate, or at leaft 
improve iMir readers in it. And though this 
knowledge cannot be colIcAcd together from 
books, yet (as Pope fays) " Men may be read# 
" as well as hooks, too much j** and it is to be 
lamented, that many, who have only confulted 
the volume of life, as it lay open before them, 
have rather become worfc, than bettei:, by their 
ftudies. They, who have lived wholly in the 
world, without regarding the comments on it, 
are generally tainted with all it's vices; to. which 
the gathering part ^of their inftruflions from 
books would perhaps have proved an antidote^ 

There 
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There, indeed, though they would have feen the 
faults and foibles of niankind fairly reprefented, 
yet vice would appear in an odious, and virtue 
in an amiable, light: but thofe, who unwarned 
go abroad into the world, are often dazzled by 
the fplendor with which wealth gilds vice and 
infamy; and, being accuftomed to fee bare- 
foot hortefty treated with fcorn, are themfelves 
induced to confider it as contemptible. For 
this reafon, I am a good deal offended at the 
ingenious contrivance of our modern novel i(b 
and writers of comedy, who often glofs over a 
villainous charader with the fame falfe varnifli, 
that lackers fo many fcoundrcls in real life; 
and while they are exhibiting a fellow, who 
debauches your daughter, or lies with your wife, 
reprefent him as an agreeable creature, a man of 
gallantry, and a fine gentleman. 

The world, even the gayeft part of it, may 
be painted like itfelf, and yet become a leflbn 
of inftrufHon, The pieces of Hogarth (to recur 
to the illuftration I firft made ufe of) are faithful 
delineations of certain fcencs of life, and yet 
vice and folly always appear odious and con> 
temptible. I could wi(h it were poffible to learn 
the Knowledge of the World, without being 
<* hackneyed in the ways of men :" but as that 

Vol. IV. M is 
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k impraAicable^ it is ftiH our duty A> to live 
in it) as to avoid being corrupted by our inters 
courfe with mankinds We flK>u}d endeavour to 
guard againft frauds without beeopiing ourreIve$ 
deceitful ^ and to fee liVery Ijptcies of vice and 
folly pra^fed cound about U8» without growing 
knaves and fools. The viliaay of others is 
but a poor excufe for the lofs of our own 
integrity : and though, indeed, if I am attacked 
on HounJkvi'H^ath^ I may lawfully kill the 
highwayman in my oWn defence \ yet I &ould 
he very defervedly t>rougbt to the gallows, if 
I took a purfd from the next perfon I met, 
becauft I bad been robbed myfelf. 

TrtE Knowledge of tbt World, as it is 
generally ufed and under(k>od, confifts not fo 
much in a due reflection on it's vices and 
follies, as in the praftice of them ; and thofr, 
who confider themfelves as beft acquainted with 
it, are either the dopes of fafllion, cmt flavcs of 
intereft. It is alfo fuppOfed to lie within the 
narrow compafs of every man's own fpherc; of 
Itfe^ and reclreive^ a diflFerent interpretation in 
different ftationi. Thus^ for inftaiice, the man 
of faOiion feeks it no Where but in the polito 
circle of the beau-mcn^^ while tb© man of 
bufinds looks no farther for it than the JlUy^ 

I ft>all 
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I fhall beg leave to illuftrate this, by concluding 
my paper with a defcrlption of two eharadtcrs 5 
e^ch of whom, though (fian^etrically oppofite to 
the other, has acquired a thorough Knowledge 
of the World- 
's I R Harry Flajh had the good luck to be 
born before his brother Richard: confequently, 
the heir*to the eftate was bred ^ gentleman, 
and the other condemned to plod in the dull 
drudgery of bufirtefe. The merchant was fent 
to learn accompts at the Academy upon Toiver* 
Hiliy and the baronet bad the finiihiag of his 
education in Francei Sir Harry is now a moft 
accomplifhed fine gentleman, is an excellent 
judge of fafhions, and can calculate the odds 
dt any game, as readily as HoyU wDemoivre: 
the Alderman is the moft knowing man upon 
^Change^ and underftands the rife and fall of 
Stoclcs better than any ^m;. Both of them 
know the world \ but with this difference, that 
one by his confummate knowledge has run out 
a large eftate, while the other has raifed a 
plumb by it. 



M 2 Numb. 
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NuMB.CXXXVII. Thurfday^ Sept. 9, 1^56. 

Hunc comedendum et deridendum vobis propino. 

Ter. 

^To all his guefts a jokcy the glutton lord 
Seems /i6^ Jack- pudding of his own M board. 

To Mr. r O fF N. 

SI R, 

'HAT cloying meat is love, when 



w 



*' matrimony is the fauce to it!'* 
fays Sir John Brute. But if he had been married 
to fuch an Epicurean confort as I am joined with, 
thofe expreffions, that favour of the kitchen, 
would have been real, inflead of metaphorical. 
We live in a land really flowing with milk and 
honey, and keep an houfe of entertainment for 
all comers and goers. We hardly ever fit down 
to table lefs in number than twenty or thirty, 
and very often' to above double that number 
of difhes. In (hort. Sir, fo much feafting has 
given me a furfeit. 

There are, I fee, fcattered up and down your - 
papers, feveral accounts of the petty diftreflcs 

and 
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and domeftic Concerns of private families. As 
you have liftened to many complaints from 
hufbands^ I flatter myfelf, you will not refute 
your attention to the bumble remonftrance of 
a wife: being aflured, that my only reafon for 
thus ferving up my dear lord as a new diih to 
gratify the public tafte, is to check (if poffible) 
his violent paflion for giving his friends en- 
tertainments of another kind ; whicbi, if in- 
dulged much longer^ muft eat us out of houfc 
and home*. 

The magnificent fcafb of Tlmon of Jihens^ 
Of the ftories of old Englijh Hofpitality, would 
give you but a faint idea of the perpetual riot 
and luxury of our family. Our houfe is always 
ftored with as large a quamity of provifio'ns, as 
a garrifon in expedation of a fiege, and thofe 
too of the deareft and moft extravagant kind. 
Ortolans and woodcocks are as common as 
fparrows, and red mullets ' are fcarce a greater- 
rarity with us than gudgeons or fprats ; while 
turtle and veoifbn are regarded as branches 
of citizen-luxury, which fcarce dcfcrve notice, 
among the many other delicacies in which we 
abound. Authors, they fay, (you will pardon 
me, Mr. Town,) are feldom admitted to greiit 
entertainments \ and I can ai&ire you, that it is 
M 3 not 
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not ezfy for any, bpt thofe -who are prdcnt, ta 
conceive the parade and extravagance displayed 
sn e«r houle. I myfelf am condemned to fit 
at the head of the table ^ while my lord is placed 
et the other end, in pain and uneafinefs at my 
a&ikward miftakes in dbrn^ the honours. You 
hmft know. Sir, that I was bred up under an 
hpufirwifety aunt in the country, who taught 
<ne to {Mdde and preihrYe, and gave me, as 
J thought, a tolerable notion of cookery. But, 
alas I though I underftand plain boiled and roaft, 
and have a very good notion of a pudding, 
I am often totally tgnc^ant of the names and 
compofitioni of the deMcaeirs before me, and 
have imagined fiib to be fowl, and miftakea « 
petit paitit for a [^ebeian mince-pie* In the mean 
time, my lord is difplaying hi» exquifite ta&t, 
by deciding upon every difb, and prooouncinf, 
with a critical finack, upon the flavour of the 
wines ; all the while not a little foUicitous about 
the exa£tnef$ of the Removes, gad the duly 
adjufting the aanrngU, Claret, Burgundy, and 
• Qh^n^gm abound, like ale^or finalUbeer; and 
even Hermitftge and Tokay are fwallowed widi 
a« little remorfr as Poat or Lifbon. To add to 
i\\ this, 19 moft abfurdly introduced the French 
cuftom of ftfving in ks Ufmursi which confift 
^of lilinoft us many ibrts, as are conuii^ 

in 
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m the advertifements from the Rlcb Cordial 
Warchoufc. In a word, evpry common dinner 
with usji a feaft; and when we have what 
my lord calls an entertainment,^ it is an abfolute 
debauch. 

But there is no part of this monftrous 
expence afFefts me fo much, as the vaft funis 
ridiculoufly laviftied on a Defert. This piece of 
folly and extravagance could be nothing but the 
joint produft of a Frenchman and a confeiSioner. 
After the gratification of the appetite with more 
fubftantial fare, this whipt-fyllabub raree-fliew is 
fcrved up, chiefly to feed the eye not but that 
the materials, di which the defert is compdfed, 
are as expenfive as the feveral ingredients in 
the dinner ; and^ I will leave you to your own 
method of rating the reft, after teHIng you, that 
my lord thinks himfelf an excellent cecoAomift, 
by having reduced the expence of the Hot- 
Houfe to a thoufand per ann, which perhaps the 
admirers of exotic fruits will not think dear, 
fince we have pine-apples in as great plenty as 
golden-pippins or nonpareils. 

One would think, that the firft requifite in 

fating was extravagance; and that, in order to 

have any thing very good, it muft be produced 

M 4 at 
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at a time, when it is out of feafon. Therefore 
one of the principal ufes of our Hot-Houfe is 
to invert the order of nature, and to turn winter 
into fummer. We (hould be afhamed to fee 
peafe upon our table, while they are to be had 
at a common market 5 but we never fpare any 
coft to provide a good crop, by the afliftance 
of our hot-beds, at Chrtftmas. We have no 
relifh for cucumbers during the fummer month^ 
when they are no rarity j but we take care to 
have them forced in November, But my lord 
moftly prides himfelf on the improvements that 
he has made in his Mu(hroom-Beds ; which he 
has at length brought to fo great perfedion, 
that by the help of horfe dung, and throwing 
artificial fun-beams through a burning- glafs, we 
can raife any quantity of Muihrooms, of the 
right Italian kind, at two hours warning. 

From the Hot-Houfe we may make a very 
natural tranfition to the Kitchen ; and as in 
the former every thing muft be produced out 
of feafon, fo every thing in the latter muft un« 
dergo a ftrange metamorphofis. The ordinary 
diftinfiions of fifh, flefh, and fowl, are quite 
deftroyed ; and nothing comes upon table under 
it's proper form and appellation. It is impoflible 
to conceive, what vaft fums are melted down 

iot^ 
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into fauces ! We have a cargo of hams every 
year from Wejiphalia^ only to extraft the EjlJenu 
of them for our foups. Half a dozen turkies have 
been killed in one day, iperely. for the fake of |he 
pinions ; I have known a whole pood dragged* 
to furnifh a difh of Carp's Palates : and ten legs 
of mutton mangled. x;|W,, to ip^ke out a di(b of 
Pope's Eyes,. 

Th£ concpminant charges of the cellar, yoa 

will imagine, are no lefs extravagant; and* 

indeed* it is not enough, tiiat we abound in 

the beft Ftench Sind Jia^ian wines, (whichy by 

the bye, are purchafed on the fpot at an extnir- 

ordinary price) but we muft have feveral other 

kinds of the higheft value, and confequently of 

mod delicious flavour ; and though but.z. tsRc 

•of each has been fipped round by the. company,. 

•the fatne bottles muft never be brought afecond 

time Upon table, but are fecured a& perquifites 

by the butler^ who fells them to the merchant 

who fells them back again to my lord. iBefides 

thefe* his lordship has lately been at an immenie 

charge in raifing a Pinery, in order to try the 

experiment of making Cyder of Pine^apples ; 

which he hopes to do at little more 'than 

treble the. expcnce. of Champagne. To th», 

article I might alfo add the charge of his Ice* 

M. 5 Houfes::: 
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Houfet; for although thefe are ftored with an 
hotne-oominodity, originally of no value; yet 
I may venture to fay, that every drop of water 
conies as dear to us, as the moft coftly of 
our wines. 

A s all oar liquors, I have told you, are of 
foreign growth, and all our diflies dilKnguifhed 
by foreign titles, you will readily conceive, that 
our hoiilhold is chiefly compoied of foreigners. 
The Mitttrt d'bit4l is a Fruttbmcm: the butkr 
4Kit of Uvery, an4 his two under - butlers, are 
Frmdmtm : the derk of the kitchen is a Fntidh 
mm: and Man/uur Fricmh^ the head-cook, to 
be liire is a Prmdmum. This gentleman never 
foils his fingers in touching the leaft bit of 
any thing \ but gives his orders (like a general) 
to four fubalterns, who are likewlfe Fnttdimut^ 
The baker, the confe^oner, the very icuUions^ 
and even the fellow that look) after the poukr)F, 
are, all of thetn. Frenchmen. Thefe, you may 
be fute, are maintained at very high ialaries: 
and though Mnffiidtr Fricande had the pay of a 
captain in a marching regiment, my lord was 
forced to douUe his wages at the beginning of 
the war^ and aUow him the free exercife of bis 
4v%/«;f, to prevent his. leaving the kingdom. 

1 AM 
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I AM forry to add, that this pride of keeping 
a table has vifibly impaired my lord's fortunes : 
and this very fummer he has been obliged to 
fell all the timber on his eftate, as I may fay, 
to keep up his kitchen fire. The only fatis- 
hiStlon, which he can poffiUy reap from all this 
expence, is the vanity of having it faid, ** that 
^< nobody treats fo elegantly as his lonUbip;" 
and now and then perhaps reading in the news- 
papers, <^ that fuch a day the right honourable 
" —— gave a grand entertainment at bis houie 
«« in — — , at which were prefent the principtl 
*' Officers of State and Foreign Minifters." 

I am. Sir, your humble fervant, &c. 



M 6 Numb. 
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Numb. CXXXVIII. Tburfday^ Sept. 1 6, 1 756. 



Servata femper lege et ratione loquendi. 

Juv. 

" Your talk U Acencj and reafin fmt^ 
Nw frati Kkifioby or gahble like a hrute. 

^N the comedy of the Fremhman In London^ 
■* which we are told was afted at ParU with 
univerfal applaufe for feveral nights together, 
there is a character of a rough EngUJhmanj who 
is reprefented as quite utifkilled in the graces of 
converfation ; and his dialogue confifts almoft 
entirely of a repetition of the common falutation 
of how do you do^ how A you do? Our nation 
has, indeed, been generally fuppofed to be of a 
fuUen and uncommunicative difpofition; while, 
on the other hand, the loquacious French hare 
been allowed to poffefc the art of converfing 
beyond all other people. The Englijbman re- 
quires to be wound up frequently, and ftops 
very foon j but the Frenchman runs on in a 
continued alarqm. Yet it muft be acknow- 
ledged, that, as the Englijb conlift of very 

different 
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diSereot humours, their manner of difcourfe admits 
of great variety : but the whole French nation 
converfe alike ; and there is no difference in their 
addrefs between a Marquh and a Falei dg Chambrem 
We may frequently fee a couple oi French barbci* 
accofting each other in the ftreet, and paying 
their compliments with the fame volubility of 
fpeech, the fame grimace and ac^ion,^ a$' t;wQ 
courtier's on the *ThuUleries^ 

I SHALL not attempt to hy down any paiw 
ticular rules for converfation, but rather poinfc 
out fuch faults in difcourfe and behaviour, as 
' render the company of half mankind rather 
tedious than amufing. It is in vain, indeed^ to 
look for converfation, where we might expeS tp 
find it in the greateft perfedion, among perfbns 
of fafhion : there it h aimoft annibil^^d; by 
vnivedal card- playing ; infomuch that I have 
heard it given as a reafon, why it is tmpoifible 
for our prefent writers to fucceed in the dialogue 
of genteel comedy, that our people of quality 
fcarce ever meet but to game. All their dif- 
courfe turns upon the odd trick and the four 
honours: and it is no lefs a miuum with, th^ 
votaries of Whift than with thofe of Bmhuh 
that talking fpoils company.. 

EVBRY 
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Every one ciKkavours to make hiadelf as 
agreeable to ibciety as he can ; but it often hap* 
pens, that thofe, who moil aim at (bming i|i 
converfation, over-Oioot tbetr mark. Though a 
man fucceeds, he fliould not (at is frequently 
the cafe) engrofs the whole talk to himfelf; for 
diat deftfioys tbe^ very efience of convcrfatioay 
which is talking together. We ihould try to 
keep up converfation like a ball bandied to and 
fro from one to the other, rather than fetze it 
aU to ourielves, am) drive is before us like a 
-feot^baU. We fbould likewife be cautious to 
adapt the matiier of our difc^ourfe to our com«- 
pany.; and not talk Gr^ek before ladies, or of 
the Uft new furbelow to a meeting of country 
juftices* 

B0T nodiing throws a more ridicuktui ak 
ovefr our whole converfation, than certain pecu- 
liarities eafily acquired, btst very difficultly con*- 
quered and diicarded. In order to difplay theft 
abfurdttics in a truer li^t, it is my prefent pur.- 
pofe to enumerate fuch of them, as are moft 
commonly to be met with; and firft to take 
notice of thofe bufibons in ibciety, the Auitu- 
dinarians and Face-makers* Thefe accompany 
every word with a peculiar grimace or geftui« : 
they aflent with a ibrug> and cmtradiA with a 

twitting 
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(wifting of the neck^ are angry wkli a wry 
mouthy and pjeafed in a caper or a niinuet ftep. 
They may be confidcred as fpeaking Harlequins ; 
liiid thesr rules of eloquence are taken from th^ 
pofture-mafter. Thefe ibould be condemned to 
conrerfc only in dumb fliew with their owii 
perfen in the lookipg-glafs ; as well as the 
Smirkers and Smilers, who fo prettily fet off 
their fiices, together with their words, by 9 
ji^ue-fiai-qtm between a griti and a dimple. 
With thefe we may likewife rank the afieded 
irttie of Mimics, who are conftamVy taking off 
the peculiar tone of voice or gefture of thefir 
arquaiotance : though, they are fiich wretched 
imkators, that (like bad painters) they are fre- 
quoitly forc^ to write the name under the 
pi£hxre^ before we can difcover any likendft. 

Next to thefe, whofe elocution is abforbed 
in action, and who converfe chiefly with their 
arms and legs, we may confider the profe^d 
fpeakers. And firft, the Emphatical; who 
fqueeze, and prefs, and ram down every fyllable 
with e^effive vehemence and energy. Thefe 
orators are remarkabk for their dtftioft elocution 
and force of exprefBon : th^ dwell on the kn- 
portatit particles ^and /it/, and the iignificant 
coa}ttO(^ive and ; which they feem to hawk up, 

with 
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^ith much difficulty, out of their own throats, 
and to cram them, with no led pain, into the 
ears of their auditors. Thefe fhould be AifFered 
only to fyringe (as it were) the ears of a deaf 
man, through an hearing trumpet: though I 
muft confefs, that I am equally oflFimded with 
the Whifperers. or Low Speakers, who. feem to 
fancy all th^ir acquaintance deaf^ and come up 
(p clofe to you, that they may be faid^to meafuFe 
nofes with you, and frequently overcome you 
with the exhalations of a pcxwerful breath* I 
would have thefe oracular gentry obliged to talk 
at a difiance through a fpeakiagttFvtnpct^ or 9ppiy 
their jips to. the walls, of a. whifpering galleiy. 
The Wits^who will not condefcend to utter any 
thing but a bm moi^ and the WhifUers or Tune- 
humojiers, who never articulate at all, may b^ 
joined very agreeably together in concert : and 
ta tt^efe tinkling cyn^bals I woqld alfotidd 
th$!; f(^nding brafs; the Bawler who inquires 
after your health ^itlv th^^ bellowiAg of, ^ 
tpwnArrier.^ 

The .Tatlers, whofe pliable pipes arc ad* 
mirably adapted to the ^< foft parts of conver- 
f «~ farioo," and fweetly ^^ pratling out of fafliion. 
make very pcetty muiic from a beautiful face 
aqd a female tongue: but from a rough vmjAj 

voice. 
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voice and coarfe feature, mere nonfenfe is as 
harfh and diflfonant as a jig from an Hurdy- 
Gurdy. The Swearers I have fpoken of in a 
former paper ; but the Half-Swearers, who fplit, 
and mince, and fritter their oaths into gai% hud^ 
ad's fijii and dtmmei\ the G9thic Humbuggers, 
and thofe who ^^ nick- name Gods creatures,'* 
and call a man a cabbage, a crab, a queer cub, an 
odd fifli, and an unaccountable mujkin^ (hou)d 
nftver come into company . without an inter- 
preter. But I will not tire n\y reader's patience 
by pointing out all the peftt of converfation ; 
nor dwell particularly on the Senfibles, who 
pronounce dogmatically on the moft trivial 
points, and fpeak in fentences ; the WondererS) 
who are always wondering what o'clock it i^> 
or wondering whether it will rain or no, or wonr 
during when the moon changes; the Phra(eo« 
logifts, who explain a thing by all that, or ent^r 
into particulars with this and that and i* Other ; 
and, lafily the Silent Men, who feem afraid of 
opening their mouths, left they (bould catch 
cold, and literally obferve the precept of the 
gofpel, by letting their converfation be only 
yea yea<i and nay nay. 

Th€ rational intercourfe kept up by conver- 
fation, is one of our principal diftin<Stions from 

brutes. 
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brutes. Wc fliould therefore endeavour to turn 
tb« pecuHar talent to our advantage, and conr 
Tider the organs of fpeeeh ts the inftruments of 
'Uflderftanding : !¥€ fliould be very careful not 
to ufe tbem as the weapons of vice, or tools 
of folly) and do our utmoft to unlearn any 
trivial or ridiculous habits, ^vhich tend to lefleiv 
th« valiKJ of fuch an incftimable prerogative. 
It ts, indeed, imagined by fome philolbphers^ 
ihat even birds- and beads (though without 
the power of articulation) perfeflly underfiand 
-one another by the founds they utter ^ and that 
dogs, <cats, fire, have each a particular language 
'to theitrfaves, like dlflfcrent nations. Thus It 
cmay be fuppofed, that the nightingales of Italy 
thave as fine an ear lor their own native wood- 
-notes, a^ any Signor or Signora iot zn Italian 
Air 5 that the boars of fytflphalsa gruntle as cx- 
preffively through tht nofe, as the inhabitants in 
ilUgh-Gtrmatt', and that the frogs in the dykes 
of HoBand croak as intelligibly, as the natives 
jabber their Low-Dutch. However this may be, 
we may confider thofc, whofc tongues hardly 
feem to be under the influence of reafon, and do 
not keep up the proper converiation of human 
creatures, as imitating the language of different 
aninuds. Thus, for inftance, the affinity be- 
tween Chatterers and Monkeys, and Praters 

^d 
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and ParrotSj is too obvious jiQtJo QCQir. at 

oooe : Grunt^n afld Qrawlers may be fkMy 

compared ta Hogs-r Snarfers atre Cursj and 

the Spitfire Paffionate are a fort of wild Cats, 

that will not bear ftroaking, but will puri* when 

they arepleafed. ComplairiersareScriech^OwIs; 

and Story-tellers, always repeating the fame dull 

note» are Cuckows. Poets, that prick up their ears 

at thisir own hideous forajtngv arc no better than 

Afles : Critics in general are venemous Serpents, 

that delight in hiffing } and fom of t^emir 'wbo 

have got by heart a few tccfanical cermfi withqiit 

knowing their meaning, are no pcher,th4n,]\^^ 

pif f. I > ny fd/> who hafrc, crpfved ,tf^ |h^ y^;^ 

town for near three years paft, fn^ R^^S^t 

my readers in mind of a Dunghill Cock : but z.% 

I muft acquaint them, that they will hegr tb^Iaft 

of me on this day forthnight, I hope they will 

tbeacotifidar oif a» a SwtH, who is iuppofed'fo 

fmg fw^y ai his Hymgrnotviemu . . 



NUMBf 
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Numb. CXXXIX. 9Tb«r/ajy, 5«^. 23, 1756. 

— Sumc ftpexhhm "^ 

Quxfttam meritb^ Hok. 

N^w t9 4he utm^ mU your hbours <harg€^ 
And fiMW your miihty cmfiquinci at hrge. 

IWr t e to my G)ufin Vi t lag b, in- 
forming him of my defign to finilh witti 
the next number ; and have received the fot- 
lowing anlWer from him, which I (hall hj 
before my readers* 

Dear Cousin, 

IT was not without fome regret, that I re- 
ceived advice of your intentions to bid adieu 
to the public : for, as you had been fo .kind as 
to introduce me to their notice, I began to in- 
dulge all the wcakncfs and vanity of a young 
author; and had almoft perfuaded myfelf, that 
I was the principal fupportof your papers. 
Confcious of my own importance, I expe(^ that 
you will do me the juftice to acknowledge, how 
much you are indebted to the affiftance of your 

very 
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Very ingenious Coufin j and I care not how many 
compliments you pay me en my wit and learn- 
ing ; but at the fame time I muft beg leave to 
put in a caveat againft your difpofing of me in 
what manner you yourfelf pleafe. Writers of 
EiTays think themfelves at liberty to do what 
they will with the charaders they have intro- 
duced into their woiks ; as writers of tragedy, 
in order to heighten the plot, have often brought 
their heroes to an untimely end, when they have 
died quietly many years before in their beds; 
or as our chronicles of daily occurrences put a 
duke to death, give away an heirefs in marriage, 
or fhoot ofF an admiral's leg, whenever they 
pleafe. Mr. Addison, while he was carrying 
on the Spectator, faid, <« he would kill Sir 
•* Rtfger de QwerUyy that nob<>dy elfe mrght 
** murder him." In like maimer, my dear 
Coufin, you may perhaps take it into your head 
to cut me off: you may make an end of me by 
a cold caught in partridge fliopting, or break my 
«eck irf a ftag-hunt. Or you may rather chufe 
to fettle me perhaps with a rich old country 
dowager, or prefs me into the army, or clap me 
on board of a man of war. But I defire that 
yotf will not get rid of me* by any of thefe 
means ; but permit me to affure your readers, 
that I am alive and merry i and this is to let 

them 
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them know, that I am in good health at this 
pteCent writing. 

You It papers, I aflure you, have made a 
great noife in the country, and the moft intcl* 
ligent among us r6ad you with as much fatis'- 
h&\on as the Evening Poflj or the Jf^uJdy 
youmals. I know more than one T^uire, who 
takes them in conftantly with the Magazines i 
and I was told by the poft-mafter of a certain 
town, that they came down every week, under 
Cover, to the butler of a member of parliaments 
There is a club of country parfons, who cmet 
tvtry Saturday at a neighbouring market- town, 
to be (baved and exchange fermons : they have 
a fubfcription for books and pamphlets \ and the 
only periodical works ordered in by them an 
the CoTmoijIJeury and the Criiival and Monthfy 
JUvieivs. I was lately introduced to this fo-^ 
ciety, when the converfation happened to turn 
upon Mr. Town, A young curate, juft come 
fVom Oxford^ faid be knew you very well at 
Chri/l'Churcby and that you was a comical dog ; 
but a Cantab, declared^ no lefs pofitively, that 
you Was either a pe^iiioner of Trinity^ or a fdlow 
of Bemift college. People, indeed, are very 
much perplexed about the real author : fome 
affirm, that you are a nobleman ^ and others 

will 
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will have it» that you are an i&ov: fome fay 
yga are a young lawyer, fome a phyfician, ibmt 
a parfoD, and fome an old woman. 

Tub fubjeds of your pipers haiveofosn bom; 
wrefted to various interpretations by.t)ur pene«^ 
trating geniufes ; and you have har^y drawn a 
charader, that has not been fixed on one or 
other of the graateft perf^riagts in the nation. 
I once heard a country juftioe expreis bi». 
wonder^ that you was not token up, and iet on* 
the pillory i and I myfelf^ by fome of my ninl 
intelligence) have brought upon you die refent^ 
ment of feveral honeft Yquires^ who loi^g to 
horfewhfp the fcoundrel for {sitting them in 
print* Others again are quite at a lo(s how to pick 
out your meaning, and in vain turh over their 
Bailey^ diAionary for an explanation of feveral/, 
filihfonable phrafes; which^ though they ba^6 
enriched the town^Ianguage, have n6fi yet made* 
their way mto the dialeft of the country. Many ' 
eitquifite ftrokes of humour are al£> loft upon 
us, 0(1 account of our diftance from the fcene 
of adion ; and that wit, which is very brifk 
and lively upon the fpot, often lofes mudi of it'g 
fpirit in the carriage, and fometimes wholly 
evaporate in the poft-bag. 

Yo& 
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You moralifts arc very apt to 'flatter your* 
ielves, that you are doing a vaft deal of good by 
your labours: but whatever reformation you 
may have worked in town, give me leave to tell 
you, that you have ibmetimes done us harm in 
the country, by the bare mention of the vices 
and follies now in vogue» From your intelli« 
gence, fome of our moft polite Indies have 
learned) th«t it is highly genteel to have a route ; 
and fome have copied the fafhion fo exactly, as 
to play at cards on Sundays, Your papers upon 
drefsfet all our belles to woric in following. the 
mode: you no.fooner took notice of the cocked 
hats, but every hat in the parifli was turned up 
behind and before ; and when you told us, that 
the town beauties went naked, bur rural damfels 
immediately began to throw ofF their doaths. 
Our gentlemen have been alfo taught by you 
^1 the new arts of bettmg and gaming : and 
the oiJy coffce-houfe in one little town, where 
the mod topping inhabitants are ufed to meet 
to play at draughts and back gammon, has, 
from the great increafe of gamefters who re- 
fort to it, been elegantly chriftened by the name 
of^A/Vs. • 

As to the fmall fharc which I myfelf have 
bid in your work, you may be fure every body 

h«rc 



N^i39. The CONNOISSEUR. 265 
here is hugely delighted with it; at lead you 
may be fure» that I will fay nothing to the con- 
trary. I have done my beft to contribute to the 
entertainment of your readers : and, as the name 
of SteeU is not forgotten in the Spectator, 
though Addifon has run away with almoft all 
the honour, I am in hopes, that whenever the 
great Mr. Town is mentioned, they may pof- 
fibly think at the fame time on ^ 

Your affefiionate Coufin and G>adjutor, 

Village. 

After this account, which my Coufin has 
fent me, of the reception I have met with in the 
country, it will be proper to fay fomething of 
my reception here in town. I (hall therefore 
confider myfelf in the threefold capacity of 
Connoisseur, Critic, and Censor- 
General. As a Connoisseur, in the 
confined fenfe of the word, I muft own I have 
met with feveral mortifications. I have neither 
been made F. R. S. nor even a member of the 
Academy of Bourdeaux or PeterJburgK They 
have left me out of the lift of Truftees to the 
Brittjh Mufaum\ and his Majefty of Naples^ 
though he prefented an ** Account of the Cu- 
'* riofities found in HercuUmeunC^ to each of the 
Vol. IV. N univcrfities. 
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univerfitieS) never fent pne to ine. I have not 
been celebrated in the ^ l^hilofophical TranC* 
anions, or in any of pur Magazines of Arts 
and Sciences ; nor have J been ftiled ^h-ilju/iri 
or tres/cavant in any flf. the foreign ^Iercuri$$ 
or Jotarnah Literaireu Once, indeed^ 1 foothed 
royfelf in the vain thoughts^ of having been 
diftinguilhed by the great Swi£Jb Botanift, 
Linrutusy under the title of Eruditiffhnus Ur- 
BANUS, which I conceived to be the Name of 
Town latinized $ but, to nky great difippoint- 
ment, I afterwards difcovered, that this was no 
other than the learned Naturalift, Mr. Syhanus 
Vrban^ author of the dntUnums MagoTdm. ' 
This negleft of me, as a Connoisseur, I 
can attribute to no other caufe, than to my not 
Slaving made myfelf known by my Mufaum^ or 
Cabinet of Curiofities : and. to fay the truth, I 
am not worth a farthing in antique coins \ nor 
have I fo much as one fingle (hell or butterfly. 
All vny complaints againft the modern innova- 
tions of Tafte have been therelfore difre^arded : 
and with concern I ftill fee the Villas of our 
citizens fantafiically adorned with Chinefe palings, 
and our ftreets incumbered with fuperb colo- 
iiiades, porticos, (?^/Wc arches, ' andTI?ff///tf« win- 
'dbws, the ordinary decor'aUons of the Bibps of 
bur tradefinen. 

Nor 
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.NoRJuMSe I, 9saduTic> met with greater 
iiicceft or enicouragdnent) ki my endeavours to 
l^Qrm ith^ prefeftt Haftc in literature. I.€x«- 
<pe4le4 lo JiaVe Aepriyilege of eating bctfgm^ 
/6v^ nigh&at/Wiri&aZI^-&Mr advafuig the. ganlen«> 
fpoeta-to futa litt|e meaning into their fonpi 
(but^ though I was there Several nights this 
£inimer) I could not fay -(widi C^) 6f any of 
itheir prodnAions, ^ this is a more exquifiie fong 
*f than the other." I liave not been able to 
;write jihe operas out lof 'theiJcii^om : and, 
;tbi>Mgh .1. hii¥C more tbiin once ihewed ^mycon* 
tempt for Haiiequtiirl Am aiTuted there are no 
leis thanr tluree Pantomimes to > be brought <on , 
thi$£safon. , Aal invofted myfislf iwith tte^igw 
luty of iiipreme judge rin. theatrical matters, I 
wa^ in hopes that my Lord Cham))qrlain WQuld 
at leaft have appointed me his Deputy-Ljceoferj 
but he has not even confulted me on any one 
new play. I made no doubt, but the managers 
would pay their court to me : but they have not 
once fent for me to dinner; and, fo far from 
having the freedom of the houfe, I declare 
I have not had fo much as a fingle order from 
any of the under-a£tors. 

.jM'iny office of Censor-Gekeral, though 

I cannot boaft of having over-turned the card- 

N 2 tables 
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tables at routes and afiemblies^ oT broke up the 
club at Arthur's^ I can fafdy boaft, that I have 
routed the many-headed moofter at the Dif- 
putant Society at the RMn Hood^ and put to 
filence the great Clari'Mariit Orator. In a 
V^ord, I have laboured to prevent the growth 
of vice and immorality } and with as much 
tSeSt as the Juftices at the Quarter -feffions. 
For this reafon I expe^ed to have been put in 
the commiffion^ and to have had the power of 
licenfing all places of public diverfion vefted 
folely in my hands. But as J find my merits 
have been hitherto over -looked, I am deter- 
mined to lay down my office ; and in my next 
number I (hall take my final leave of the public ; 
when I (hall give them an account of my cor- 
refpondents, together with a full and particular 
account of MYSELF. 



Numb. 
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Numb, CXL. Thurfday^ Sept, 30, 1756. 



Vd Duo, vcl nemo. Pers. 

pENSoR n9r ///, nor He ; or Bothy or none 5 
A tv^o-fold Author^ Meffieurs Mr. Town, 

— — — — Pcnc gemdli, 

Fratcrnis Animis. — Hor, 

Sure in tbefelf-fanu mould their minds were eqfty 
Twins in affe£iionyjudgminty humour^ tt^e, 

PERIODICAL wriur^ who retail their 
feme or nonfenfe to the world {beet by 
(heet, acquire a ibrt of familiarity and intimacy 
with, the public, peculiar to therofelves. Had 
thefe four volumes which have fwelled by 
degrees to their pr^fimt bulk) bqrft forth at once, 
Mr. Town n^ift have introduced himfelf to 
the acquaintance of t|pe public, with theaukward 
air and diftance of, a flranger: but he Jiow 
flatters himfelf, that they will look upon him 
as an old companion, whofe converfation they 
are pleafiwl with j and, as they will fee him no 
more after this time, will now and then perhaps 
mifs their ufual vifiter. 

N 3 However 
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However this may be, the Authors of the 
Connoisseur now tfait^c proper to* clofe the 
undertaking in which they have been engaged 
for near three years paft: and among their 
gencjal thanks to the indulge rc^rs of tl^ir 
papen, they muft include in a particular manner 
their ackiioWledgemehts to thofe^ who have beeri 
pleaied to appear in them as wrherv* .They 
have, therefore, at the cloie of their work, brought 
Mr.,Towti and his a/Ibciatei on the jTcene to^ 
gcther, like the dramnth pirfiiut at the end of 
the lift «A» ' • \\ ^ '' i'^ *■/'» 

■••/ill* 

Our earlieft and moft ftequent correfpondent 
diftinguilbed till HtMxti by the fighatiires 6i JT* 
itid we are ibrry, dtet he<^i»tU not iriA>w-4i 
to mention Mr nutue^ hide it 'wMidl^ea i^ 
much citcfit Off but* #0tk; ds -we'ttie fil^'^ffl 
tedoimd ta it Item' >te tuilfti fc iAtoit sl' TdWhi 
we ai^ pMMid t6 owli Mrfi^e^IilMMf tdtmoft 
part of N^ 14 atid^ f7;^f<*'Wc fcttttri figneid 
GoSS Bftgltji, ih'i9^ t^Y Kk-i'^^^m- iiik 
6f N*. 3J and 4.05 s^d fi^ <hfe letters, fig««d 

Orih9dox^ and Yhm. FamdTj inN^id2, 167, 
113, and iig. • ^ ' j :> u 

.. . .• c ;i 
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' The next, in piiorify of time, tt a gentleman 
of Cmnhidgi^ who (igned bimfelf A. B. and we 
cannot but regtct that he withdrew hb affiftance, 
after having obliged us with the beft part of the 
letters in N^. 46, 49, and 52, and of the efTays 
in N^. 62 and 64. 

The letters, in N^ 8a, 98, 112, ^nd 130, 
cime from varioua hands, equally unknown to 
us. The imitation of Horace in N^. 11, was 
written (as we are informed) by a gentleman of 
Oxford: and from two gentlemen of Cambridge 
we received the letter, iigned W^ Mardy^ in 
N^ 65, and another, figned B. A, in N^. 107. 

Thesb imexpe£led nuUrks of &v6Ur, conferred 
on u^ by ftrangers, deiiiand our highcA gr»titud« : 
ixyt we sure no le£i happy in being able Oc> boaft 
tkd affiftanc^ of fome dther gemknieii^' whom 
H^ are proildlb oall frieilds^ tboagk we iu-e hot 
«t* libecty^ inti'ockice Uicm td tfat acqtiaintance 
of GUI' readers. Fron^ a fciend. efigagcid in tbe 
Law, We liad'the Ari! flcetcHes ahdf inoft ftriking 
paffages of N*^. 75, 78^87, and 104; (hough 
ic may be regretted by the public, as well as 
pu];fehres, that bis kifure woul^ npt permit him 
to put the iinii^ing fa^^dto ^eQ3.' From a 
N 4 friend. 
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friend, a g^mleman of the TiffipU^ we received 
N^ J 1 1, 115, and 119. To a friend, a 
member of Trmiij^ CoUtge CanAridge^ we are 
indebted for the Song in N*. 72, and the Verfca 
in N*. 67, 90, 125, and 135. The lift of 
contributions from fuch capable friends would 
doubtlefs have been much larger, had they been 
fooner let into the fecret : but as Mr. Town, 
like a great prince, chofe to appear incog* in 
order to avoid the impertinence of the multitude, 
he did not even make himfelf known to thofe 
about his perfon, ^till at laft they themfelves 
found him out through his difguife. 

Th£RB are ft ill remaining two correfpondents, 
who muft ftand by themfelves ^ as they have 
wrote to us, not in an afiumed charaAer, but in 
proprii perfinL The firft is no lefs a perfonage 
than the great Orator Henl£Y, who obliged us 
with that truly original Letter, printed in N*. 37. 
The other, who favoured us with a letter, no lefs 
(Mriginal in N^. 70, we have rtalbn to believe, 
is a Methodift Teacher and a mechanic ; but we 
do not know either his name or his trade. 

We now come to the moft important difcovcry 
of Ourfclves, and to anfwer the often-repeated 

queftion 
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qucftion of, TVho is Mr. Town ? it being the 
cuftom for the periodical writers, at the fame time 
that they fend the hawkers abroad with their 
lad dying fpeech like the malefadors, like them 
alfo to couple it with a confefEon. The general 
method of unravelling this myftery is by de- 
claring, to whom the different fignatures, affixed 
to different papers, are appropriated. For ever 
fince the days of the inimitable Spectator, it . 
has been ufual for a bold Capital to ftand like 
a centry, at the end of our cffays, to guard the 
author in fecrecy : and it is commonly fuppofed, 
that the writer, who docs not chufe to put his 
name to his work, has in tbis manner, like the 
painters and ftatuaries of old, at lead fet his 
mark. But the Authors of the Connoisseur 
now confefs, that the leveral letters, at firft 
pitched upon to bring up the rear of their effays, 
have been annexed to different papers, at ran* 
dom, and fometimes omitted, on purpofe to put 
the fagacious reader on a wrong fcent. It is 
particularly the intereft of a writer, who prints 
himfelf out Week by week, to remain unknown, 
during the courfe of this piece-meal publication. 
The bell method therefore, to prevent a dif- 
covery, is to make the road to it as intricate 
as poffible \ and^ infte^ of feeming to aim at 

keeping 
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Keeping tbt.reader entirely in the dark, to bang^ 
Qut 4 kind of wandering light, which only kr9^ 
to lead him aftray. The defire of giving each 
writtti: hb due, according to the fignatures, has^ 
ia the couHe of this undertaking, often confufed, 
the curious in their enquiries. Soon after the 
publication of oor.firft papers, fome ingenious 
gentlemen found out, that T, O, W, N, being, 
the letters that fomied die name of TOWN^ 
dicre were fi^ur author^^ each of wbpm jQbeltetedr 
himCelf uhdcyr a particular letter i but no ps^^t 
ever appearing with an N a^ed to it, they 
#c;re obliged to gitr^ up thiji notion* 9hU K 
they had been nu>i;c able^ decyphqrer^, they 
wquld have, n^ade. out, tha( though' T, O, W«i 
will not comppfc the name of TQ\Jf N,yetp^ 
by. a differ^^it. arrangemept of th& Jettpra, it 
will. form th^ word, TWO ; w^i^hj^ the gwn^ 
myftery of our ^gnauues, and coaches undfej; 
|t the t^e send reaj numbei; pf thp iAutbora of 
the CoNNOi^sEuii. , 

HxyiNC? thus d?cl|u:ed Nlr. To.wii. ^.cwjBff 
of two fcparate individuals, it will paA»vs be, 
iq^pefled^ that, like tufo tr^dffn^enj wbq hav« 
agreed to diifolve, their partr^rfliip, we fliould 
exa^jr balance ojur acc^u^^ a^ affigq to each 

hi$ 
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IttSfdue pjucd of ifate ftode. But our aoooubtt 
m of fp intricate a' mtixre^ that it miUdi be 
ioipofliUe for us to adjuft diem in tUat manlier^' 
We have not only, joined in the wcMfc takenr 
sdti^et)ier, but aln>oft every fingle paper is th0 
joint prodtt^ of both : and, as we have laboured 
c4uaUji in tti&ing the fabrie, we caiinot preteiMl^ 
tfeicaiiy Okie pattic^r partis the ible Wbrkntan** 
fl»p of either; 'An hh^it h«^ perhaps^ been ftaited 
byi oi»e'^«pf iilii impmvtd bf th« bthtr, and flffl 
further heightened bf^ ^w hwpff ooiSiiQit^ of 
fentiment in both : as fire is ftruck out by a 
fhutiMfc coHimri of' nuit Midi fleek - Somfethnesy 
Vkk Stmkfi \k>V€n tc^vffifiog 1 vrith thd fimptf- 
thfiic nebdlesii >wie1uMre vi;»ittei» papei^i oogMlMfr 
ir fttjf mltii dlftsMe friMi ea<tli odier>^^ M 
)mr|)i' dNfu^bf oi» feofii'miiiutei df ah t/Saj ta^ 
%ftehl!divi(Ufsd^iti*^«4bg<y'co«eh' Ami tWn^tb 
k&mpfi ' ahd frMi cbuii^y^ lo ibwftV «)d HMe 
Ii4^ f^t!UMty\wMtii4'<^r^the^^ic4^ 
^ed^pfciflted st^^Mitig u» tkd' j^^f^^is^Vtfdfiafinl^^ 
^ii''eyin^i«€»y9fd^)'#fiJK>thelttthe^d^^ is 
^et^jfl^uld'#llit "fei" the Ykitlf 7k bsMt liol^, 
'Witfeij)^ VRldi 'the tKher/halT vvoiild be of rio 
ttalde:' ^ iThcte buV j6lftt lirbto^. It thaj^i^Iy }it 
tilh^^iiied, Wbii)^ fiave Ibon hlttk& €# atmpuly, 
<£F'Mei^ Wil^baJti^^^dM ^wn 

X'J little 
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Htde conceits, or if we had couverfed together 
with the jealoufy of a rival, or the coinplaifance 
of a fiormal acquaintance, who fmiles at every 
word that is (aid by his companion. Nor could 
this work have been fo bng carried on, with 
fo much chearfulnefs and good humour on both 
fides, if the Two bad not been as clofely united, 
a» the two Stiidents, whom the Spectator 
mentions, as recorded by a Titrse Films at 
Oxfrrd^ *< to have had but one mind, one purie^ 
'* one chamber, and one hat." 
i 

, It has been often remarked, that the reader is 
very defirous of picking up fome little particulars 
concerning die author of the book» whkh he is 
perufmg. To gratify this paifion, many literary 
anecdotes have been publilhcd, and an account 
of their life, charader, and behaviour, has been 
prefixed to the works of our mod celebrated 
writers. ^ Efiayifts are cpmmonly expefied €0 be 
their owp Biographers : and per^ps our readers 
may require fome further intelligence concerning 
the Authors of the CoNNOistiuR. But, at 
they have all along appeared as a fort of t$fiai in 
literature, they cannot now defcribe themfelves 
any otherwife, than as one and the iame perfon % 
And can only fatisfy the curiofi^ di the pMl^lic, 
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by giviog a (borC account of that refpcdiable 
perfonage Mr. Town, confijcxing him as erf 
the plural, or rather (according to the Graciam) 
of the dual number. 

Mr. Town is a fair, black, middle-fized, 
very (hort man. lie wears his own hair and 
a periwig. He is about thirty years of age, 
and not more than four and twenty. He is a 
Student of the' Law, and a Bachelor of Phyfic. 
He was bred at the Univcrfity of Oxford $ vSkCte 
having taken no lefs than three degrees, he looks 
down on many learned profeilbrs as his inferiors : 
yet, having been there but little longer than to 
take the firft degree of Bachelor of Arts, it has 
more than once happened, that the Censor- 
General of all England has been reprimanded 
by the Cenibr of his College, for ne^eSing to 
fumi(h the ufual Eflay, or (in the collegiate 
phrafej the Theme of the week. 

This joint defcription of ourfelves will, we 
hope, (atisfy the reader, without any further 
information. For our own parts, we cannot 
but be pleafed with having raifed this monument 
of our mutual friendfliip and efteem : and if thefe 
eflays (ball continue to be readj now they 

wUl 



lirill fio longer tnake their spfcartnceas: the 
^^ve pieoes^r 'die Wtdc, we fts^l^be htppy 
jn ^^xififidariiig,' itbat we / are luemioned 'at ihe 
(ame dme. We have all the white gorie bti, as 
it were, hand in hand together : and while^ we 
•arc bothcmpldycd in ^ifurntflring' matter ftw' the 
"paper tto^ixifdre Us, we rannot iidp* firiiling aft 
'bar dius 'making' our /i7> together, like the two 
ICings oVhrmfard fmcHnig at one ndfcgay. 
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